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       BIOGRAPHICAL OUTLINE. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Chemist of genius Georges Sandulesco was born in Rumania, 

at Sulina, on 27 May 1896.  

 At the time of his birth the town of Sulina was two most important 

things: it was both a river Harbour and a sea-port, the only way ships 

travelling on the Danube could go out into the wide sea. And in those 

days before rail or air transport, it was the only communication link 

beteen the East and the West. Between the Occident and the Orient. That 

is why, it was also the headquarters of the famous Commission 

Européenne du Danube (scrapped at the end of  World War Two by the 

advent of the Communists in Eastern Europe—one of the very first 

symptoms of the advent of the Cold War).  

 Is that important for the present discussion? Yes, because Georges 

Sandulesco’s father was a senior official of that International 

Commission, and lived in their headquarters. As it comes out from the 

birth Certificate, the baby was born on the very premises of  La 
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Commission Intérnationale du Danube (which at the time was 

―international territory‖).  His father Ioan SANDULESCU was a chemist 

too—in fact, le pharmacien de la ville—who at about the turn of the 

century had won the big lot at the Vienna Lottery, as mentioned by Jean 

Bart in his book Europolis, or Jurnal de Bord. It was that very fact that 

allowed him to buy one or two ships; and to send some of his children to 

schools abroad.  

 Georges Sandulesco had two sisters and one brother. And his 

mother was Greek, from the island of Rhodos: she never spoke a word 

of any other language... She deliberately refused to speak any other 

language all her life.  

 The direct outcome of that was that I, Constantin-George 

Sandulescu, born in 1933, when I was barely old enough to be taken in 

order to be introduced to her, had to be taught modern Greek, for about 

a week in advance, in preparation of  being formally introduced to her in 

person, and of exchanging a minimum of words in Greek. 

 Why do I have to mention Rada Cupa here to such an extent? The 

issue is important for the simple reason that it profoundly affects the 

pattern of language use within the restricted family as early as the 

1880’s. Which were the early years of reign of  King Carol The First of 

Rumania. (Who was Carol Hohenzollern, and his mother-tongue when 

he was brought to Rumania was German.)  

 The language pattern within the inner circle of the Sandulescu 

family seems to have been the following in the years between 1880 and 

1900—the years when all the four children—two boys, and two girls—

were born. The girls were called Maria—Mary—and Evanthy. The boys 
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were called Nicholas—Nicolae—born in July 1891 (perhaps between the 

20th and the 25th of the month), and George—Gheorghe—who was born 

on 27 May 1896.  

 Now the languages. (1) Everybody spoke Greek—modern Greek—

to Rada Cupa. (2) Living within the headquarters of the Commission 

Européenne du Danube, the official language was French (as even 

indicated by the very name of that international insttution). Then, both 

Mary and Nicholas were sent to school in Constantinople (the Istambul 

of today!), and both became graduates of Robert College there (q.v.). 

Evanthy married early with a Greek called Cutzudis (I wish I 

remembered both his first name, and his profession... but I don’t). 

 The languages of the house were Greek and French, English and 

Rumanian—more or less in that order...(I kept listening to Greek until 

late into my teen-years, thanks to my aunt Caliope Valsamachi, who was 

head-nurse at Spitalul Colţea, and visited us so very often especially 

after my father’s death on 6 March 1946).  

 

 As to Georges—he was the favourite of his mother, who called 

him her ―Sun‖, and kept him beside her. He went to primary school in 

Sulina, and then continued with the ―lycée‖ at Braila, a far larger 

Danube port nearby. 

 When the Great War started, Georges was sent to Paris to study 

chemistry at the Sorbonne (SEE Appendix), and never returned to 

Rumania until September 1939, and that only because he was under 

obligation to sort out his military status on account of the outbreak of 

the Secend World War. And that is when I met him for the first time, 
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during his stay at the Hotel Athénée Palace (which was full of German 

uniforms already). He was still a Rumanian subject at the time (SEE his 

List of Papers and Patents...), and married to a French lady (who never 

visited Rumania).   

 Georges Sandulesco graduated as a chemist from the Sorbonne in 

1922, but he had started publishing research papers even the year before 

(SEE the Section devoted to his published Papers). 

 Not being a chemist, I cannot, unfortunately, make any comments 

about all the Research Papers (about ten or so in number), and about the 

Patents (also about ten or so in number!)  that I have all in front of me. 

So, my very few comments would be rather anecdotal, and carry 

implications on the literary side... I will, let us say, insist on 

coincidences—the hobbyhorse of James Joyce’s philosophy of life. 

 And I will only take up one or two. Or three. 

 For instance, he discovered one most important hormone (SEE the 

Press Section) on or around my own birthday—at the very beginning of 

the year 1933! 

 Then, throuhout the 1930’s he managed to publish one research 

paper every single year! And to top it all, a specific patent in his name 

every single year... Or almost. There are ten papers in all that I have 

here! 

 There are ten patents in all that I have here too.  The hollograph 

List of Patents—drafted in French—proves it beyond the shade of a 

doubt.   

 Serious research—on paper—started around 1930. Was completed 

1940.  And the patent picture is more or less the same... What neatness of 
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coincidence: all studies and all research achieved and completed in an 

operation sandwiched EXACTLY between the Two World Wars. 

 First achievement recognised by the Press in the early 1930’s. 

 The crowning of achievement coming just before the start of the 

Second World War mess by being made a member of the Rumanian 

Academy. And accepting it by post. (SEE relevant correspondence 

in the Press Section). 

 

 

      ¤  

 

 

Georges Sandulesco flatly refused Communism from square one. 

No communication at all with Rumania after the Russian occupation of 

23 August 1944 and until his death in June 1978. 

 Rumania no longer existed to him. He—seemingly—no longer 

existed for Rumania. My mother complained in private and in silence of 

his total oubli of family and homeland.  

 But to me personally, it was the bonanza of my life. For the 

Communists never thought at any time that I had  any relatives abroad.  

(Jewish families were permitted and allowed to have relatives abroad, 

and receive parcels and letters from them. Never so the echt Rumanian 

families. The Communists never allowed any echt Rumanians to have 

any contacts abroad... And my other uncle—Constantin Noica—was 

sentenced to no end of years in a Communist prison for attempting to 
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send one of his papers on Hegel of all philosophers for publication in 

Paris!). 

 In other words, this Beckettian total and complete non-existence of 

Georges Sandulesco in the West was meant for me, in Rumania, to be an 

open door to do my university studies, and even to leave the country 

twenty solid years before the collapse of Communism. In short, I had no 

relatives at all in the Capitalist World... 

 The last coincidence:  

 When did Georges Sandulesco become a French citizen? 

 The very year King Michael was thrown out of the country—the 

very year he had been a forgotten Member of the Rumanian Academy 

for solid ten years. 

 ―Ten years!‖ all over the place is a mighty coincidence. 

 

 

             ¤  

 

 

 Now that a century has passed since he left Sulina for Paris in 

order to discover one of the major hormones of the human body, and a 

lot of other things by the side, it is my firm opinion that Rumania owes 

him attention, recognition, and gratitude. 

 After all, his discoveries were ALL made while he was a 

Rumanian citizen.  

 I do not go to the Academy for that. I go direct to the Internet. 
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 With two uncles already in the Rumanian Academy on both sides 

of my family – the other uncle being the well-known philosopher 

Constantin Noica – I consider my point is being made that way... 

 

 

    C. George Sandulescu 

 

sandulescu@monaco.mc 

http://sandulescu.perso.monaco.mc/  

http://editura.mttlc.ro/, Executive Advisor 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/C._George_Sandulescu  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:sandulescu@monaco.mc
http://sandulescu.perso.monaco.mc/
http://editura.mttlc.ro/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/C._George_Sandulescu
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The Press Coverage:

 A Few Samples... 
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This Press Release was published by the Science Service, Washington 

D.C., on 7 April 1932. 
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This article was published in the Science News Letter for 16 April 1932. 
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This article was published in the Time Magazine on 25 April 1932. 

 

 

Girard and Sandulesco: MEDICINE New Hormones.   

 

Medicine: New Hormones 

Monday, Apr. 25, 1932  

 

   Dr. Adolf Butenandt of Gottingen crystallized the 

female sex hormone theelin a few months after Dr. 

Edward Adelbert Doisy of St. Louis had done so, 

thereby losing the scientific glory of priority. Last 

week Dr. Butenandt announced ahead of anyone else 

that he had crystallized the analagous masculine 

hormone. The new crystal yet lacks a name.  

   Theelin affects the female procreative apparatus. 

Two Parisians, Drs. André Girard and Georges 

Sandulesco, last week announced crystallization of 

two more female sex hormones with specific actions. 

Because these hormones came from the urine of 

pregnant mares, they were named equiline and 

hippuline. 

 

Time Magaziue, http://www.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,743631,00.html  

 

http://www.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,743631,00.html
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The  

Rumanian Academy  

                           1938   
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This letter was sent by the President and the General Secretary of the 

Rumanian Academy on 12 January 1938.    
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This envelope is proof that on the eve of the Second World War the 

Rumanian Academy did not have any Paris address to send the letter to. 

Though the letter was drafted on 12 January 1938, this envelope is proof 

that it was only posted from Bucharest on 7 May 1938, when the exact 

address of the Paris addressee was at long last obtained (in those pre-

war conditions). 
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Dr  Constantin Angelescu (1869-1948) was, it said on the card, Minister 

of National Education. At the same time as he was President of the 

Academy. 

 

 

 

 

Dr Christea Musceleanu , the Secretary General, was Professor at the 

University of Bucharest, and also Rector of the Academy of Agronomical 

Sciences, as well as Member of the Academy of Sciences of Romania, at 

the date that we are talking about – 7 May 1938. 
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La 2 iunie 1938, Georges Sandulesco răspunde Secretarului General al 

Academiei Române de ştiinţe, Profesorul Christea Musceleanu. 

Georges Sandulesco’s Reply to the Rumanian Academy. 2 June 1938. 
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   PART ONE  

 

   The Research Papers.  
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1.  28.7.1922  Sur le dédoublement de l’acide 

phénoxypropionique et de l’acide orthonitro-

phénoxypropionique en leurs composants actifs.                                    
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                        Georges Sandulesco The Chemistry Researcher. Collected Papers. 

                                  CONTEMPORARY LITERATURE PRESS 
                                                                       Editura pentru Literatură Contemporană 
 

   30 

 

2.  7.3.1927  Préparation et dédoublement de 

l’acide para-nitro-phényl-éthylacétique. 
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3.  23.7.1930  Sur la synthèse des oxycétones 

 aromatiques. 
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4.  29.2.1932  Sur une nouvelle hormone 

sexuelle cristallisée retirée de l’urine des juments 

gravides. 
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Cette communication a été publiée, à son époque,  dans Gallica. Académie des sciences. 

Comptes rendus hebdomadaires des séances. 

1932. Tome 194. Pages 909, 910, 911.   

ark:/12148/cb343481087/date 

 

 

 

       

http://gallica.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/cb343481087/date
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 ARS 1 
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5.  c.r. 194. 1932.  p.909         Sur les hormones 

sexuelles cristallisées retirées de l’urine des 

juments gravides.  
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Cette communication a été publiée, à son époque,  dans Gallica. Académie des sciences. 

Comptes rendus hebdomadaires des séances. 

1932. Tome 194. Pages 1020, 1021, 1022.   

ark:/12148/cb343481087/date 
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http://gallica.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/cb343481087/date
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6.  21.11.1932 Sur une nouvelle hormone 

sexuelle cristallisée.   
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Cette communication a été publiée, à son époque,  dans Gallica. Académie des sciences. 

Comptes rendus hebdomadaires des séances. 

1932. Tome 195. Pages 981, 982, 983.   

ark:/12148/cb343481087/date 
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7.  9.1.1933  Contribution à la connaissance des 

hormones sexuelles femelles. 
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Cette communication a été publiée, à son époque,  dans Gallica. Académie des sciences. 

Comptes rendus hebdomadaires des séances. 

1933. Tome 196. Pages 137, 138, 139, 140.   

ark:/12148/cb343481087/date 
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8.  11.3.1933  Sur l’absorption par la voie 

buccale de la folliculine et de son dérivé 

dihydrogéné.     
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9.  27.5.1936  Sur une nouvelle série de réactifs 

du groupe carbonyle, leur utilisation...  
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10. 7.11.1938  Sur une nouvelle méthode de 

séparation quantitative des composés alcooliques. 
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Cette communication a été publiée, à son époque,  dans Gallica. Académie des sciences. 

Comptes rendus hebdomadaires des séances. 

1938. Tome 207. Pages 874, 875, 876.   

ark:/12148/cb343481087/date 

 

 

 

 

 

http://gallica.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/cb343481087/date


                        Georges Sandulesco The Chemistry Researcher. Collected Papers. 

                                  CONTEMPORARY LITERATURE PRESS 
                                                                       Editura pentru Literatură Contemporană 
 

   96 

 

          



                        Georges Sandulesco The Chemistry Researcher. Collected Papers. 

                                  CONTEMPORARY LITERATURE PRESS 
                                                                       Editura pentru Literatură Contemporană 
 

   97 

 

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                        Georges Sandulesco The Chemistry Researcher. Collected Papers. 

                                  CONTEMPORARY LITERATURE PRESS 
                                                                       Editura pentru Literatură Contemporană 
 

   98 

 

 

                 THE  GIRARD  REACTION   

 

 

Nature 173, 401-402   (27 February 1954). 

 

 

The Girard Reaction 

 

D. A. FORSS & E. A. DUNSTONE 

Dairy Research Section, Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organization, Melbourne, Australia. Sept. 22. 

Girard and Sandulesco
1
 developed a method now known as 

the 'Girard reaction' for the isolation of small 

amounts of ketosteroids such as the sex hormones from 

natural products. Aldehydes and ketones in the 

mixture are converted into water-soluble hydrazone 

derivatives by treatment with the 'Girard P' or 'T' 

reagent, and the non-carbonyl compounds are removed 

by extraction with a non-polar solvent like ether. 

The ketone complexes are rapidly decomposed with 

mineral acid; but the aldehyde derivatives are 

claimed to be stable except in the presence of a 

large excess of acid and formaldehyde. 

1. Girard, A. , and Sandulesco, G. , Helv. Chim. Acta 19, 1095 (1936). | Article | 

ChemPort |  

2. Lederer, E. , and Nachmias, G. , Bull. Soc. chim. France, 400 (1949). 

 

 

http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/hlca.193601901148
http://chemport.cas.org/cgi-bin/sdcgi?APP=ftslink&action=reflink&origin=npg&version=1.0&coi=1:CAS:528:DyaA2sXnslOh&pissn=0028-0836&pyear=1954&md5=7ee3e7813f017adb582da91d63283708
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    PART TWO   

 

     The Patents.  

     Les Brevets. 
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1.  28.3.1933  Verfahren zur Herstellung von 

Amino-essigsäurehydraziden. 
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2.  1.5.1934  Mode de préparation d’une 

classe de réactifs des cétones et ses applications. 
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3.  13.2.1936  Verfahren zur Darstellung von  

3-Oxy-17-ketoverbindungen der Androstanreihe 

aus Sterinen. 
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4.  19.2.1936  Verfahren zur Darstellung von 

17-Monoestern  des Östradiols. 
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5a.  23.6.1936  Betaines and Process for 

Preparing the Same. 
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5b.  23.6.1936  Betaines and Process for 

Preparing the Same. 
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6.  24.5.1937  Procédé pour la préparation de la 

testostérone et de ses esters. 
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7.  31.5.1937  Procédé d’obtention d’oxycétones 

polycycliques par dégradation ménagée des 

stérols. 
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8.  7.6.1938  Procédé de préparation de 

l’oestradiol à partir de l’urine des juments. 

 

          

 



                        Georges Sandulesco The Chemistry Researcher. Collected Papers. 

                                  CONTEMPORARY LITERATURE PRESS 
                                                                       Editura pentru Literatură Contemporană 
 

   109 

 

9.  8.5.1939  Procédé pour la séparation 

quantitative des composés hydroxylés. 
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10.  26.2.1940  Procédé pour la préparation 

des dérivés hydroxylés du γ, δ-diphényl-n-

hexane.  
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11.  18.5.1942  Procédé pour la préparation 

des dérivés sulfamidés.    
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       APPENDIX  One 

 

  Photographs  of  Georges  Sandulesco. 

                              1896 - 1978 
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In the laboratory of the Sorbonne. 
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Monsieur et Madame. In Cannes.  
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December 1937. Skiing. 
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December 1937. Skiing. 
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Georges Sandulesco et Dr. André Girard. 
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28 December 1960 
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Avec M. le Docteur André Girard et sa femme. 
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Georges Sandulesco et Dr. André Girard. 
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Georges Sandulesco, en tenue de jardinier. 
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Georges Sandulesco, avc ses collaborateurs, dans son jardin de 

Cannes. 
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Georges Sandulesco: Protraits. 
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Georges  Sandulesco  

         en diverses périodes  

                      de sa vie. 
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             Georges Sandulesco: 
Ses photos de passeport. 
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     APPENDIX  Two 

 

          Personalia. 
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1.  Extract de naştere.  Page 1. 
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2.  Extract de naştere.  Page 2. 
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3.  Extract de naştere.  Page 3. 
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4.  Extract de naştere.  Page 4. 
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5.  Certificat de naştere.  
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6.  Buletin de naştere. 
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7.  Certificat de naţionalitate. 
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8.  La data de 99 Iunie 1903, Georges Sandulesco obţine Certificatul de 

absolvire al Şcolii Primare de Băieţi din Sulina. 

School Leaving Certificate. 
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9.  La data de 25 Iunie 1916, Georges Sandulesco a obţinut Certificatul de 

absolvire a  Secţiunii Reale de la Liceul „Nicolae Bălcescu‖ din Brăila 

(echivalent al Certificatului de Bacalaureat). 

Diplome de Baccaluréat ès Sciences. 
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10.   La data de 31 iulie 1920, Georges Sandulesco obţine Certificatul de 

Studii Superioare al Facultăţii de Ştiinţe de la Paris (La Sorbonne), la 

secţia de Chimie Generală. 

Degree Certificate:  General Chemistry. 
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11.  La data de 14 aprilie 1921, Georges Sandulesco obţine Certificatul de 

Studii Superioare al Facultăţii de Ştiinţe de la Paris (La Sorbonne), la 

secţia de Chimie Aplicată. 

Degree Certificate: Applied Chemistry. 
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12.  La data de 16 iulie 1921, Georges Sandulesco obţine Certificatul de 

Studii Superioare al Facultăţii de Ştiinţe de la Paris (La Sorbonne), la 

secţia de Chimie Biologică. 

Degree Certificate: Biological Chemistry. 
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13.  La data de 22 septembrie 1922, Georges Sandulesco obţine 

confirmarea de către Ministrul Instrucţiunii Publice a Diplomei de 

Licenţiat în Ştiinţe. 

Diplome ès Sciences. 
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14.  Georges Sandulesco a obţinut cetăţenia franceză prin Decretul 
Guvernului francez abia în 1948, la peste treizeci de ani de la sosirea sa 
pentru prima dată în Franţa, înainte de primul Război Mondial. 
 Acordarea cetăţeniei franceze a fost confirmată prin apariţia 
numelui său în Journal Officiel de la République Française, purtând data de 
25 aprilie 1948. 
 

Acquisition of French Nationality in April 1948.  
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15.  Carnet de ofiţer. Locotenent de geniu / 1. 
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16.  Carnet de ofiţer. Locotenent de geniu / 2. 

 

 

     

 

 

 

         


