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Contemporary Literature Press incepe anul universitar cu un volum de traduceri
si teste gramaticale si de vocabular pentru invatarea limbii engleze.

Volumul se adreseaza tuturor celor care vor sa studieze limba engleza pornind
de la gramatica ei. El vine in ajutorul celor care au invdtat exclusiv dupa metode
comunicative, si au nevoie sa-si pund ordine in cunostinte pentru a putea comunica
intr-o engleza corectd si eleganta.

Volumul Student la Englezi propune celor care vor lucra cu el o invdtare
inteligentd a limbii engleze, care se bazeaza pe intelegerea regulilor gramaticale si
folosirea lor in context. Este aproape imposibil sa pastrdm in minte un numadr nesfarsit
de contexte, pe care sd le rasfoim in memorie atunci cand vrem sa comunicam. Este
mult mai la indemnana sa invatdm structura logica a unei propozitii, pentru a o putea
apoi reconstrui in functie de ceea ce dorim sa exprimam.

Student la Englezd evitda propozitiile conventionale, incercind sa invioreze
invatarea cu un dram de haz. Rezolvarile din partea a doua a volumului incurajeaza
munca individuald. Pentru toti cei care vor sd invete englezeste, introducem la acest
inceput de an universitar Metoda Lidia Vianu: Smile and Learn!

The Lidia Vianu Method
Smile and Learn!

Be smart. Learn the rules.

I Am a Student of English

Grammar Tests and Translation, with a key,
for Romanian students of English.



At the beginning of a new academic year, Contemporary Literature Press is
publishing a book of English grammar and vocabulary, based on translation and tests,
with a key.

This book will help those Romanian students who want to learn the rules of
English grammar. It is a necessary addition to communicative teaching, since it pleads
for intelligent learning. It is almost impossible to remember a huge number of contexts:
it may be more productive for each student of English to make up his own contexts,
once the rules of grammar have been made clear.

This English handbook for Romanians teaches grammar in unconventional
sentences that will make the students smile while they are struggling to understand.
Welcome to the The Lidia Vianu Method: Smile and Learn!
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Am intrat la engleza dupa 11 ani de scoald comunistd. Nu mi-a plédcut sa fiu la
liceu, si cu atat mai putin in scoala generald. In clipa cand am devenit students,
lucrurile s-au schimbat. Cinci ani de zile am trait intr-o lume liberd de comunism, chiar
sub ochii apdrdatorilor sistemului.

Dupa primul semestru, stiam exact ce veau sa fiu: asistent la engleza, sa lucrez
cu studentii, sa trebuiasca sa invat ceva nou pentru fiecare seminar. Pe scurt, sa invat
cot la cot cu ei. 54 nu ma opresc din invatat niciodata.

Am avut ce mi-am dorit. Cartea aceasta este un semn. Sper ca ea transmite ceea

ce nu stiu sd pun altfel in cuvinte. ,,Smile and learn. invé’,ca’,ci inteligent.”

L.V.
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Nota introductiva

Tipuri de exercitii incluse in acest volum:

1. Traducere din limba romana in limba engleza.
2. Multiple Choice (alegeti varianta corectd).
3. Traducere din limba engleza in limba romana.

Aceste operatii se efectueaza in felul urmator:

1. Traduceti in limba engleza frazele din Partea I.

2. Mergeti la Cheia I. Verificati-va traducerea.

3. Prima Cheie este o rezolvare partiald. Veti gdsi in ea unele forme intre paranteze.
Pentru a avea traducerea completd a propozitiei in limba engleza, alegeti din
Cheia II forma care se potriveste sensului din limba roméana.

Optional, pentru cei care invata limba romana: se pot folosi Cheia I si Cheia II pentru
a traduce propozitiile din limba engleza in limba romana.
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Parteal

Traduceti in limba engleza
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1. Test introductiv

1. Muzicianul ar fi vrut ca impdratul sa cumpere un milion de gaste.

2. Cersetorul pretinse cd ar fi alcdtuit un tratat despre societatea moderna.

3. Este cu putinta sa fi scris rotarul un articol despre aventurile amoroase ale lui Freud?
4. Avarul ne-a sugerat sd-i cumpdram o carte cu basme.

5. Se vede ca uriasul era atat de gras incat n-a izbutit sa-si pund fulgarinul.

6. Colegii ei de scoald se jucau in zdpadd ori de céte ori temperatura era minus sapte
grade afara.

7. Este cu neputintd sa se fi hotdrat camerista sd demisoneze inainte sa implineasca
noudzeci de ani.

8. Campionul ar fi urcat muntele, daca n-ar fi fost silit sd plece pe mare.
9. Precis ca bucadtarul a spus tuturor ca i s-a terminat zahdarul.

10. Se credea ca cel ce candideaza pentru postul de imblanzitor de magari avea putin
peste cincizeci de ani.

11. Se zvonea ca a fost amendat candidatul la presedintie pentru cd a furat o cdciula
de blana.

12. De ce se spune ca a platit toate farfuriile pe care le-a spart acum o saptamana?
13. Se astepta ca taurul sa renunte sd mai cante noaptea.

14. Capelanul nu are cum sa intre in biserica pana ce nu cautd cheia.
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15. Caporalul se teme cd superiorul lui ar putea fi suparat pe el.
16. Cardiologul a prezis ca fratele lui mai mare nu-si va plati datoriile niciodata.

17. S-ar fi crezut cd rotarul este cu un an mai mare decét fratele lui vitreg, daca acesta
nu se ndstea cu cinci ani si jumatate inaintea lui.

18. Marinarul ar putea fi in viata si in ziua de azi, dacd nu era inghitit de o balena vie.
19. De ani de zile strangea casierul bani sa-si cumpere o casuta de turta dulce.

20. S-a relatat ca gospodinele din Oxford au intrat in greva pentru cd bucatariile lor
erau prea mici.

21. De obicei toti castorii care dorm sfordie, daca nu sunt treziti la vreme.

22. Deseori cand se-ntorcea cavalerul de pe cAmpul de bdtaie, Frumoasa Adormita
dormea.

23. Dupd ce s-a scufundat Titanicul, s-a comunicat ca sobolanul violet este incd in
viata.

24. Se prea poate cd episcopul medita la viitoarea lui vizitad la Venetia, eu habar n-am.
25. Inspaimantat, soldatul o rupse la fuga de cum vizu bondarul.

26. Calaretul nu i-a spus niciodata spargatorului de banci ca stie sd cante foarte frumos
la vioara.

27. Drumetul cazu la pat dupa ce se intoarse din Congo.
28. Pasagerul bolnav credea sincer cd nu se mai face bine.
29. Caldul 1l rapi pe procuror, pentru cd era convins cd acesta il va da in judecatd.

C ONTEMPORARY

L ITERATURE P RESS

http://editura.mttlc.ro
The University of Bucharest. 2015



Metoda Lidia Vianu
Smile and Learn! Lidia Vianu

Invigafi regulile. Student la Engleza
Invifai inteligent.

30. Daca secretarul general ar fi angajat o cdlduzd, nu ar fi astdzi dat disparut.

31. Poetul laureat marturisi ca o sa inapoieze lingoul de aur pe care l-a imprumutat de
la cdmatar atunci cand o sd mosteneasca luna de pe cer.

32. Cavalerul ratdcitor se ruga sa-i dea capcaunul viata lunga si multi pitici din care
sd se infrupte.

33. Capetenia tribului indian ar fi putut fi adusa la curtea martiald, daca nu s-ar fi gasit
capul generalului.

34. Se vede ca vecinul lui de jos i-a ascuns pisica in pivnita.

35. Cérturarul tinea mortis ca elevii lui sd dea un examen in toata regula inainte sa
devind calai adevarati.

36. In mod sigur, ghicitoarea despre care vorbeste el de jumétate de ora incoace a locuit
intr-un castel de carti inalt de sapte inchi in tineretea ei.

37. Am sa ma urc in autobuz atunci cand o sa vina.
38. La ce se gandea cand i-ai spus cd i-ai mancat placinta?
39. I-as fi putut da cantarul, dacd m-ar fi rugat.

40. Inainte s termin de vorbit despre Sahara, profesorul m-a oprit, zicand ,E de
ajuns.”

41. Toate matele din imprejurimi visau la motanul dungat.
42. I-as da romanul, daca I-as fi cumpadrat ieri, dar incd nu l-am gasit la librarie.

43. Politistul nu voia sa stie nimeni despre nunta lui.

C ONTEMPORARY

L ITERATURE P RESS

http://editura.mttlc.ro
The University of Bucharest. 2015



10

Metoda Lidia Vianu
Smile and Learn! Lidia Vianu

Invigafi regulile. Student la Engleza
Invifai inteligent.

44. Marinarii dormeau cu totii atunci cand s-a scufundat barca.

45. Oile abia asteptau sd petreacad o noapte la carciuma cu ciobanul.

46. Mi s-a spus c4 liliacul a fost singur-singurel toatd noaptea.

47. Nici nu se termind bine balul, cd si intra in salon, uitdndu-se de jur imprejur.

48. Am intrebat-o pe veverita in varsta de patru ani daca-mi poate spune tot despre
intamplarea la care tocmai a asistat.

49. Nu ma pot impiedica sa-mi spun ca pietonul l-ar fi putut ajuta pe soferul in varsta
de optzeci si opt de ani, dacd ar fi vrut cu adevarat.

50. Istoricul nu a putut explica de ce au intrat aproape toti functionarii in greva in ziua
cand si-a dat primarul demisia.

51. Tot ce stiu eu este in aceastd carte si, dacd ma rogi politicos, s-ar putea sa-ti spun
ce vrei tu sd afli de la mine.

52. Avocatul a afirmat cd ar fi totul al meu daca s-ar fi gdsit testamentul.

53. I-am dat soferului de taxi toti banii pe care-i aveam la mine, si ar fi fost cazul sa fie

mul;umit.

54. Se asezd, si incepu prin a spune cd vrea ca guvernatorul general sd ajunga
presedinte.

55. M-am intrebat daca tot ce se intAmplase putea avea vreo legaturd cu faptul ca l-ai
concediat cu o zi inainte.

56. I-am spus ca habar n-am ce cauta directorul scolii.

57. Toate guvernantele isi luau talpasita de indata ce aflau cd el n-o sd se maturizeze
niciodata.
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58. Se spunea ca toti investitorii si-au incercat norocul la bursa inainte sa dea faliment.

59. Temnicerii vor fi depus madrturie impotriva detinutului evadat pana sad fie
criminalul adus la judecatd de catre cosar.

60. S-a relatat ca vagabondul a dat o petrecere la care ne-a invitat pe toti sa vedem cum
este incoronat rege al mahalalelor.

61. Frumoasa din Pddurea Adormitd ar fi putut sa roage pe cineva s-o ajute sd se
trezeascd, daca ar fi stiut dinainte ce o sd i se intample.

62. Fat Frumos trebuia sa le cante uriasilor la vioard, daca voia ca ei sa intre in oastea
lui.

63. Se vede cd antrenorul le-a interzis jucdtorilor sa vorbeascd la mobil in timp ce joacd,
ceea ce i-a fdcut pe toti sd plece din echipa.

64. Odrasla mécelarului ar vrea ca toatd carnea sa se fi vandut inainte sa-i scada pretul.

65. Toti prietenii postasului i-au spus ca este cazul sd nu mai deschida scrisori care nu
sunt pentru el, ca nu cumva sa fie prins asupra faptului.

66. Toatd sdptamana trecutd, predicatorul s-a tot cdinat cd n-ar fi trebuit niciodata sa-1
calomnieze pe Papa.

67. Cavalerul ratacitor ar fi vrut ca toata familia lui sa-1 fi felicitat cu ocazia izbanzii, si
si-ar fi dorit, de asemenea, ca ei sd fi acceptat balaurul in dar.

68. Tot drumul spre casd, adolescentul a mormait farad incetare cd ar prefera ca adultii
sd se poarte mai bine cu el.

69. Martorul se oferise sa spund politiei toatd povestea despre toate intalnirile lui cu

taptasul.
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70. Psihiatrul si-ar fi salvat pacientul, daca-si dddea seama la vreme cd nu toti scrantitii
au nevoie de tratament.

71. Suedezul ar fi elvetian, dacd se ndstea in Elvetia.

72. De abia fuseserd cumpdrate telecomenzile pentru televizor, ca fura pe data
confiscate de extraterestri.

73. Intreaga familie a majordomului lucra pentru CIA atunci cand descoperi Sir Robert
cd aceasta se inrudeste cu familia regala.

74. Paganul hotdri cd va asculta , Clavecinul bine temperat” de Bach doudzeci si patru
de ore pe zi, dupa ce se va boteza.

75. Toti locuitorii Kélnului ar astepta acum sa vind iar romanii, daca nu-i facea
profesorul de istorie sa le vind mintea la cap.

76. Dacd nu umblau pelerinii pe jos toata ziua, zi de zi, de doi ani incoace, ei ar fi acum
stapanii lumii.

77.Se vede ca Napoleon a ascuns toate sulitele in temnitd, si de atunci incoace nu le-a
7 J
gdsit nimeni.

78. Tot ce-a avut Vivaldi de zis a fost cd n-a vazut in viata lui cai zburétori, si nici n-o
sd cumpere niciunul, dacd are sa vada.

79. Parohul n-ar fi vrut sd mai fie vreo revolta in sat.

80. In ciuda faptului ca nebdutorul era mai putin inteligent decat absolventul, nu voia
nici el sa se mai intAmple un razboi nuclear.

81. Abolitionistul a declarat cd nu mai vrea sa existe sclavi, si cd va lupta pentru ideea
lui.

82. Acrobatul nu mai voia sd fie alt spectacol, pentru cd se temea pentru viata lui.
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83. Universitarul ii spuse reginei ca este frumoaséa ca o papusa de ceara.

84. Melcul fdrd casa s-a razbunat pe melcul cu casd atunci cand a refuzat sa-i dea

drumul induntru pe furtuna.

85. Actionarul s-ar astepta sa-i iasd la fel de multi bani din aceasta afacere ca si
asociatului lui.

86. Protagonistul voia sa fie cat mai multi oameni in odaie, ca sa devina o stea cat ai
bate din palme.

87. Comedianul se asteptase sa fie cincizeci de persoane in odaie, insd erau doar doua.
88. Nu se astepta iepurele sa fie atatia morcovi in cimara lui.

89. Colectionarul ar fi vrut sd fie de trei ori mai multe tablouri in expozitie decat stia
el ca sunt.

90. Se spunea ca compozitorul a compus muzicd mai bund decat Concertele
brandenburgice ale lui Bach.

91. S-ar fi crezut ca cersetorul este la fel de zgarcit cum fusese dintodeauna, dacd nu-1
imprumuta cu bani pe fratele lui demult pierdut, care tocmai fusese gasit in Himalaya.

92. Se credea ca pianista si-a acordat pianul inainte sd fugd cu acordorul inainte de
maritis.

93. Se considera céd actorul nu l-a jucat pe Hamlet la fel de bine cum il jucase la Royal
Theatre, unde incd-si mai tinea minte toate replicile.

94. Dacad pacientul ar fi acceptat hipnoza ieri, ca sa afle cine a omorat-o pe sora cu un
an in urma, psihiatrul i-ar fi dat sa bea cata sampanie voia.

95. Daca publicul ar fi aplaudat, violonistul ar fi cantat cat voia publicul.
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96. Se spunea ca acuarelistul a folosit pe panza cate culori isi putea permite sa
cumpere.

97. Administratorul ar fi fost trimis la Haga, daca nu-i spunea sefului lui unde se
ascunde fugarul.

98. Trebuie ca bdcanul era beat critd, dacd l-a intrebat pe judecator dacad o sa intre
porcul la inchisoare.

99. Daca ar fi vrajitorul iute ca o zvarlugd, publicul n-ar fi vdzut unde se duce.
100. Actrita ar fi vazut pe unde merge, daca nu si-ar fi spart ochelarii la patinaj.

101. Parul neurochirurgului ar fi si acum negru si carliontat, daca nu cadea atunci cand
l-a atacat dinozaurul.

102. Sa fi stiut functionarul ca seful lui are de gand sa-1 concedieze, precis nu adormea
in timpul orelor de lucru.

103. Pacientul s-ar ascunde in cdmard, daca ar afla ce pune psihiatrul la cale.

104. Dacé burlacul n-ar fi orb, ar putea sa aleaga femeia potrivita atunci cadnd aceasta
ii va iesi in cale.

105. Naiv cum era, psihopatul ar fi mancat toate ciupercile, dacd nu i s-ar fi spus cat
sunt de otravitoare.

106. Desi este obosit, primarul n-a regretat nicodata cd a castigat alegerile.

107. Oricat respectd actorul ambulant parerile macelarului, tot ar da orice ca acesta sa
stea acasd In seara premierei.

108. Marinarul ar vrea sa nu fi plecat in cdutarea comorii, pentru ca insula la care a
ajuns este imprejmuita de munti.
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109. Pe cand ziaristul comenta meciul de fotbal, fotbalistul isi dorea ca meciul sa nu fi
avut loc niciodata.

110. Pe cand elefantul semna tratatul de pace, ariciul ar fi dat orice ca toti sa intre in
razboi.

111. Adolescentul, care crestea cu repeziciune, ar fi dat orice sa fie considerat
adevaratul autor al pieselor lui Shakespeare.

112. Criticul literar se uita la romanul in patru volume, si isi dorea din suflet sa fie
analfabet.

113. Biciclistul ar vrea sd nu fi plecat din desert tocmai atunci cdnd se indrdgostea
camila de el.

114. Judecatorul ar vrea sad nu-l fi interogat pe iepurele de casd ca si cum acesta ar fi
furat cinci verze, si nu doar un singur morcov.

115. Anticarul se tocmeste la pret ca si cum arhiepiscopul ar fi dispus sa-si vanda
Biblia.

116. Arheologul pretinse cd o sa tina minte cat traieste ziua cand a absolvit.

117. Urmeaza ca arcasul sa fie initiat de Cupidon, daca este dispus sa adune toate
sdgetile dupa ora de curs.

118. Oricat de sdrac ar fi chiriasul, a promis ca o sd-si pldteasca chiria ca de obicei, chiar
si dupa ce-si va cumpadra conacul.

119. Poate cd feciorul vitreg al frizerului a convins-o pe arhiducesa sa fuga cu el inainte
de maritis.

120. Miliardarul trebuie nu numai sd aiba grijd de averea lui, ci s-o si cheltuiasca.
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121. Atat geniul cat si cersetorul se dovedira a fi fost extraterestri intr-o viatad
anterioara.

122. Se spunea ca astronautul si astronomul au stat in spatiul cosmic pand aproape de

varsta de noudzeci de ani.

123. Atat manierele ucigasului cat si expresia lui zambitoare 1i sugereaza vrdjitoarei ca
ar fi trebuit sa-1 adopte.

124. Precis s-a dus la licitatia din Bruxelles.
125. Angajam majordom. Adresati-va lui Sherlock Holmes, Oxford.
126. Plecat la pescuit. Inchis toat ziua.

127. Cele doud albine varstnice vor respecta intotdeauna regulile stupului, ca nu
cumva sd le vanda gradinarul la targ.

128. Preotul cel invatat i vizita pe enoriasii lui duminica, dar rotarul nu-i dddea
niciodatd drumul in casa.

129. Cand s-a auzit soneria, lacusta goald puscd mesteca o frunza de artar de ore
intregi.

130. Adolescentul zdrentdros ar prefera ca fratele lui vitreg sa se fi abtinut de la a vota
pentru morarul cel bogat.

131. Scripcarul ar fi fost pedepsit, daca batranul rege n-ar fi supravietuit operatiei pe
care i-au fdcut-o sapte chirurgi.

132. Sora mai mare a bucatarului n-ar sti ce sa spuna, dacd i-ar cere primarul sa spuna
tuturor cu cat este ea mai mare ca varsta decat fratele ei.

133. Scufita Rosie ii spuse corbului cd nu-i da niciun pic de branza cat trdieste ea.

C ONTEMPORARY

L ITERATURE P RESS

http://editura.mttlc.ro
The University of Bucharest. 2015



17

Metoda Lidia Vianu
Smile and Learn! Lidia Vianu

Invigafi regulile. Student la Engleza
Invifai inteligent.

134. Copilul de patru ani fu acuzat de purtare violentd, si intemnitat, ca nu cumva sa
puna in primejdie viata reginei.

135. Precis a fost nebunie curatd din partea lui sad-si inchipuie cd poate sd trdiascd doar

cu nuci de cocos.

136. Temnicerul ii inmana directorului ultima scrisoare pe care o primise de la ginerele
lui.

137. Dacéd ar fi fost ingrijitorul treaz atunci cand elefantul a calcat trandafirii in
picioare, ar fi putut sa-1 opreasca.

138. Daca profesorul si-ar fi dat seama cat este de rusinat elevul pistruiat, n-ar mai fi
vorbit despre pistruii lui.

139. Daca nu lasa postasul usa intredeschisd, pdienjenii nu si-ar tese acum plasele prin
toata casa.

140. Atunci cand a ajuns la fermd, drumetul si-a dat seama ca umbla de cinci zile
incheiate.

141. Era firesc ca gradinarul i-a adus nevestei lui flori la a cincizecea aniversare a nuntii
lor.

142. Dacd membrul Partidului Laburist n-ar fi afirmat ca secretarului general 1i plac
grozav bomboanele de ciocolatd, poate cd acesta ar fi fost reales.

143. Inainte sa se facd profesoara de englezd, cea de-a saptea nevasta a fiului vostru
vitreg fusese bucatdreasa noului poet laureat.

144. Diplomatului nu i-a venit sd-si creadd urechilor atunci cand i s-a spus ca
polonezul a fost acuzat ca vinde cocaind la negru.

145. Portarul a fost adesea invinuit de cdtre procurorul general ca ingaduie elefantilor
sd stea peste noapte in odaia de oaspeti.
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146. Soldatul a depus marturie cd acuzatul nu a fost niciodata milionar, si tocmai din
acest motiv a jefuit un seif de banca.

147. Li s-a promis nevazatorilor cd se va inventa o doctorie miraculoasa, care o sd le

redea vederea.
148. Dramaturgul si-a dedicat piesa despre morti celor in viata.
149. Dupa ce nuveld fusese adaptat scenariul lui despre surzi?

150. Daca s-ar intampla vreodata ca bogatii sa fie siliti sa se adapteze sa trdiasca doar

cu cinci lire pe zi, in tara aceasta ar fi o multime de sinucideri.

151. Bolnavii mintal tocmai si-au ales un presedinte mondial propriu.

152. Era foarte putin probabil ca laptarul sa-si vanda amandoua vacile.

153. Dependenta de jocurile de noroc este un obicei foarte costisitor.

154. Arma mortald a fost cumpadratd de cdtre bursuc a doua zi de Craciun.
155. Un cotidian este un ziar care se tipdreste zilnic.

156. Cine se scoald de dimineata departe ajunge.

157. Dacd nu i-ar pldcea painea cu unt, nu s-ar fi ingrasat asa de tare, nu-i asa?
158. Cand l-am intalnit pe bibliotecar, umbla in patru labe, ciautandu-si lupa.

159. Niciodatd nu mai vdzuse vrdjitoarea o femeie atat de tandrd si frumoasd sa
slugdreasca un monstru had.

160. Este cu neputintd ca Magritte sd-i fi aratat lui Dali pozele lui alb negru, pentru

simplul motiv cd n-avea niciuna.

C ONTEMPORARY

L ITERATURE P RESS

http://editura.mttlc.ro
The University of Bucharest. 2015



19

Metoda Lidia Vianu
Smile and Learn! Lidia Vianu

Invigafi regulile. Student la Engleza
Invifai inteligent.

161. Nici n-apuca bine Gulliver sd ceard o ceasca cu farfurioard, ca Jonathan Swift si
incepu sd vorbeascd despre farfuria zburdtoare pe care o vazuse.

162. Cand judecdtorul curtii supreme va fi internat la spitalul de nebuni, arbitrul va
recunoaste ca a fost mituit de jucatori.

163. Cand il va sfdtui arhidiaconul pe calugdr care este modul cel mai bun de a otravi
iepurii de cAmp?

164. Antreprenorul de pompe funebre ne-a soptit cd n-a mai fost niciodata blestemat.

165. Acum zece ani, soldatul a tintit cu pusca imaginea lui in oglinda si a tras, convins
fiind cd s-a omorat, asa cd de atunci incoace alearga peste tot gol puscd, absolut sigur
cd este stafie.

166. Episcopul se tot laudd ca a dobandit un castel in valoare de cincizeci de milioane
de lire.

167. Inainte si afle apicultorul c& monedele ascunse de spiridus in stupurile lui se
ridicd la o cifrd cu sase zerouri, mierea va fi fost deja vandutd de catre albine la targ.

168. Nepoata ambasadorului nu se va stramba la ambasador inainte sd stie sigur ca
este singura lui mostenitoare, ceea ce nu se va intampla inainte sa ajunga ea la majorat.

169. Analfabetului i se terminara glumele inainte sd se incheie reprezentatia, si trebui
sd dea socoteald directorului pentru toti clientii pe care-i izgonise in noaptea rece de
iarnd.

170. Inainte de a se supune unei operatii de chirurgie plasticd, soparla ardta ca o
broasca.

171. Inainte s3 vina in Sahara, dirijorul purta numele Ramses, pe care l-a schimbat mai

apoi in Moise.

C ONTEMPORARY

L ITERATURE P RESS

http://editura.mttlc.ro
The University of Bucharest. 2015



20

Metoda Lidia Vianu
Smile and Learn! Lidia Vianu

Invigafi regulile. Student la Engleza
Invifai inteligent.

172. Inainte sd rdsara soarele, lupul va trebui sd-i ceard scuze Frumoasei din Padurea
Adormita pentru cd a trezit-o din somn.

173. In fata Fantanii Tineretii era un afis pe care scria ca toti cei interesati sa pozeze
dezbracati trebuie sa se adreseze astrologului pentru un post vacant.

174. Tiranul ii spuse omului de stiinta care isi spunea Einstein ca este vremea sd se
facd o noud descoperire.

175. Aventurierul n-ar fi declarat niciodata cd leopardul a ajuns la Polul Nord inaintea
lui, daca n-ar fi stiut sigur cd acesta locuieste acolo de cincizeci si cinci de zile.

176. Spectatorul ar prefera sd nu se fi contrazis niciodata cu prietenul lui la catarama
din copildrie in ceea ce priveste rezultatele examenului, pentru cd banuia ca trebuie sa
fi fost o greseald la mijloc.

177. Era firesc cd vrdjitoarea si-a cautat pisica dungata sub polita pe care isi tinea
licorile fermecate, nu?

178. Avocatul ar fi vrut foarte tare ca balerina sa nu se mai ascunda in spatele uriasului,
nu-i asa?

179. Poate cd brutarul si-a urmarit ucenicul in vreme ce acesta ménca o pdine, insa nu
i-ar fi spus niciodatd ca nu conteazd, nu-i asa?

180. Panad sd ajunga gangsterii la o concluzie privind morcovii pe care i-au furat de la
iepurele de casd, acesta i va fi gasit numdrand morcovii sub masa din bucatarie.

181. De abia deschise Fat Frumos scrisoarea de la Cenusdreasa, cd il si prefacu
vrdjitoarea neagra in pitic.

182. Avocatul apararii l-a invinuit zilnic pe judecdtor ca a trimis la inchisoare un
chinez nevinovat, sub acuzatia ca a inghitit o musca fara permisiunea tribunalului, si,
in cele din urmd, judecdtorul a facut o cddere nervoasa.
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183. De sdptamani de zile il tot invita criticul literar pe redactor la el sa bea ceva, cand,
spre groaza lui, i se spuse ca acesta a fost arestat pentru cd a furat o sticla de vodca.

184. Strutul a invitat-o pe camila sd iasa cu el sd vada apusul cand temperatura era de
minus cincisprezece grade, ca sd-1 roage camila s-o tina in brate pana ce vor gdsi un

radiator electric.
185. Melcul n-ar mai fi vrut sa fie alt rdzboi in padure.

186. Banditul s-a plans cd erau doar cinci persoane in ultima diligenta pe care a jefuit-
0.

187. Soacra lui nu i-ar fi cumpadrat o carte daca i s-ar fi spus cd el nu stie sa citeascd,
nu-i asa?

188. Ginerele tdu a plecat devreme, ca nu cumva sd fie rugat sa curete bucatdria.

189. Daca afla cumnatul ei ce pune ea la cale, 1i spunea cd nu stie destuld germana si
cd nu-i poate citi povesti nemtesti inainte sa adoarma.

190. Stafia pdianjenului l-ar bantui si acum pe elefant, si nu i-ar ingddui sd manance

AN

decét viespi, dacd elefantul ar fi strivit pdianjenul cu talpa acum o saptamana.

191. Daca ar fi izbutit dirijorul sd-si ia ochii de la sticld, ar fi observat cd, in afard de
nevasta lui, se holbau toti la el cum bea pana cade lat.

192. Bijutierul ar fi putut sd termine toate colierele, cu exceptia unuia, si ar fi luat
premiul Nobel, daca n-ar tot urla la ucenici ca n-ar vrea sd se mai faca o licitatie pentru
mina lui de aur.

193. As da orice ca biciclistul sa nu se mai planga cd nu-1 urmareste nimeni atunci cand
concureazd, pentru cd n-a facut toatd ziua decat sd se smiorcdie, si pana diseard
lacrimile lui vor fi inundat toate gaurile de sobolani din oras.

194. Era ciudat ca binefacatorul a trantit usa in nasul bardului atunci cand acesta a
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inceput sd cante la muzicuta.

195. Daca s-ar fi bizuit barcagiul pe intuitia lui, si ar fi cArmit barca in susul raului, ar

fi iesit penultimul in cursa.

196. Cosarul ar colinda si acum mahalalele, dacd nu si-ar fi dat seama soferul de
autobuz ca acesta va fi bogat inainte sa implineasca treizeci de ani.

197. Daca nu era eruptia vulcanului de acum o sutd de mii de ani, biologul n-ar fi
descoperit niciodata fosilele unor insecte disparute, si n-ar fi acum intemnitat pentru
ca a afirmat cd le-au adus extraterestrii pe Pamant.

198. Proprietdreasa ingropa cadavrul vdrului ei extraterestru decedat, cand a vazut
stafia catelului ei, care o preveni ca n-ar vrea sd aibd loc vreo ceartd, asa ca mai bine
isi ingroapd ea in altd parte varul, pentru ca acela era locul unde isi tinea catelul
ascunse oasele pe cand trdia.

199. Soferul de camion isi iesi din fire de furie atunci cand i se spuse ca doar sobolanul
pe care-1 addposteste ar fi putut sa-i manance svaiterul.

200. Nu este cu putintd ca regizorul sa-si fi informat nevasta ca era defect cantarul, si
cd ea era singura care-1 poate drege, pentru c4 stia si el cd este neindemanatica si il va
strica definitiv.

201. Uriasul ar fi vrut sa fi tinut bine minte ca l-a prevenit calaul ca i se va tdia capul
daca va mai scanci vreodata.

202. Broasca raioasa a afirmat ca broasca testoasa nu vrea sa mai fie altd furtuna in sat.
203. Hangiul nu putea sa nu-l admire pe dramaturg, care bea cincizeci de halbe de
bere pe zi fara sa fie beat critd, si ar fi vrut doar ca acesta sd n-o injure pe bucatareasa

ori de cate ori deschide gura.

204. Nu-i cu putintd ca bursucul sa locuiascd chiar acum in curtea din spate a
blanarului, pentru cd i s-a spus ce au patit toate celelalte animale pe care le-a ingrijit
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blanarul.

205. Este cu neputintd ca braconierul sa-l fi confundat pe padurar cu o cédprioara,
deoarece, in primul rand, stie ca acesta nu se costumeaza niciodata in caprioara, ca ar
prefera sa se deghizeze in cimpanzeu, daca ar avea de ales, si, pe langd acesta, trage
in toti braconierii cu gropite pe obrazul stang.

206. Este cu neputintd ca lenesul sa fi fost luat drept haiduc, deoarece stie toatd lumea
cd a invatat de pe urma experientei triste a strabunicului sau, care s-a facut jefuitor de
trenuri atunci cand se apropia de noudzeci de ani, si care a fost spanzurat pentru cd a
tulburat mersul trenurilor in ziua cand a implinit noudzeci de ani.

207. Elefantul ar putea fi convins sd nu se-ntindd mai mult decat ii este plapuma, ca
nu cumva sa facd infarct.

208. Voluntarul putea fi invinuit cd I-a ajutat pe cocosat sad se scufunde intr-o oald de
ciocolatd clocotitd, daca nu s-ar fi stiut cd acesta este dependent de ciocolata.

209. Birocratului i-ar pldcea sa poata da vina pe barza pentru rapirea nevestei lui, dar
lipsa dovezilor il impiedicd s-o facd, dacd nu vrea ca judecata sd fie o judecatd
nedreaptd.

210. Cavalerul Mesei Rotunde simti cd o sa-l ia cu frig, si n-o sa se poata lupta cu
balaurul, ca sd inapoieze broasca rdioasa stdpanului ei de drept, daca n-o sd bea o
licoare fermecata.

211. Nu este nevoie sd se teama ceasornicarul cd ar putea fi dat in judecatd pentru ca
ar fi furat limbile ceasului de la Big Ben.

212. La Roma sa nu faci niciodata ce fac romanii, decét in cazul in care avocatul tiu te
sfatuieste altfel.

213. Cand a vazut-o vrdjitoarea pe Cenusareasa in picioarele goale, in zdrente din cap
pand-n picioare, total neatragatoare, precis si-a zis in sinea ei cd niciun print n-o s-o ia
vreodatd de nevasta.
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214. Olarul se tangui cd si-a vazut lutul ultima oard atunci cand se certa cu spionul,
care de cand lumea il tot acuza cd ascunde mesaje secrete in cdnile pe care le face.

215. Mi-aduceam aminte ca l-am cunoscut pe exploratorul inspdimantat de ursi pe
cand ma indreptam spre Polul Nord, dacd nu cumva acela fusese fratele lui geaman.

216. Chelul ii tot amintea mereu nepoatei lui cd el nu manca niciodata broaste atunci
cand era de varsta ei.

217. Majordomul recunoscu ca si-a vizitat fiul vitreg la spitalul de nebuni cu trei ani

inainte, si cd atunci a jurat cd n-o sa se mai gandeasca la familie niciodata.

218. Proprietarul casei se gandea cd nepotul lui precis se purtase ca un tandr cheltuitor,
motiv pentru care stapanul castelului ii spusese proprietarului casei cd nu va ingadui

niciunuia dintre majordomii lui sa-1 angajeze.

219. Adolescentul si-ar mai fi petrecut cativa ani in Sahara, dacd mostenea averea
tarului, si dacd nu si-ar cheltui mereu banii pe filme care nu-i plac.

220. Ciobanul se lauda ca poate folosi foarfeca de tuns si cu dreapta si cu stanga, fara
sd omoare mai mult de opt oi din zece.

221. Cineva trebuie sd vanda sosete, ca sd le foloseasca toti copiii atunci cand il
asteaptd pe Mos Crdciun.

222. Ciocdnitoarea ar zbura acum deasupra Congo-ului, daca ciocarlia nu se lauda ca
are de gand sa traverseze Olanda tocmai pand la Haga, provocand-o pe ciocdnitoare
sa se ia la Intrecere cu ea.

223. Oricat ar pdrea de ciudat, groparul va fi terminat de sapat groapa lui Hamlet pana
ce se va hotari regizorul sa-1 omoare pe actor.

224. Pe mdsura ce corbul imbatranea, incepea sa-si piarda penele, iar vulpea isi dadu
seama cd se apropie vremea cand o sd trebuiascd sa fure branza de la o pasare cheala.
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225. Atunci cand oraseanul implini patruzeci si patru de ani, ii facu primarul o vizita
si-i aduse aminte cd niciodatd n-a platit taxa de intrare la gradina zoologicd, si ar cam
fi vremea sd inceapad sa pldteasca.

226. Zgarcitul se gandi la miliardele de lire pe care le-ar fi putut strange dacd nu-i
arunca un penny cersetorului orb, care era de fapt un multimilionar deghizat.

227. Carmaciul era beat, ca de obicei, cand l-a intrebat capitanul ce este de facut daca
se pierd in mijlocul Oceanului Indian.

228. Cleptomanul zbiera la judecdtor cd el a vazut primul colierul, si a vrut sa se
asigure cd nu-l ia nimeni altcineva, cu toate cd vanzdtorul i l-ar fi impachetat, daca 1-

ar fi platit, in loc sa-l fure.
229. Drogatul ar fi vrut sd nu fi dormit intre cei doi pitici care-1 taraserd afard din odaie
in miez de noapte, si il predasera unui grup de politisti hamesiti, toti gata sa-I

amendeze.

230. Cocosatul zice cd s-a ndscut in 1987, si cd va fi devenit regele Olandei pana cand
nepoata lui va ajunge la varsta cand poate face copii.

231. Melcul fara casad va fi luat cu imprumut o sutd de bani de aur de la logodnica lui
inainte ca aceasta sa-i dea de stire ca vrea sa rupa logodna.

232. Cofetarul a dat adesea cu imprumut patiserului fdina lui, iar acesta o foloseste pe
gratis de cand si-a deschis patiseria.

233. De abia prinse colectionarul pestisorul de aur, ca-1 si atacara sirenele.

234. Nici n-apuca bine colegul meu de camerd sda-mi spuna cd nu se poate impiedica
sa fredoneze cand isi ascultda CD-urile, cd i le-am si facut tandari pe toate.

235. Niciodata nu-i ddduse prin minte redactorului ca un roman poate fi cu mult mai
interesant daca autorul recunoaste ca l-a scris la inchisoare.

C ONTEMPORARY

L ITERATURE P RESS

http://editura.mttlc.ro
The University of Bucharest. 2015



26

Metoda Lidia Vianu
Smile and Learn! Lidia Vianu

Invigafi regulile. Student la Engleza
Invifai inteligent.

236. Abia cand isi dddu seama colonelul ca va trebui sa-i trimita la inchisoare pe cei
sapte pitici, 1i trecu prin minte cd el este de unul singur, iar piticii sunt pe punctul de
a-1 snopi in bétaie.

237. Politistul nu era deloc dispus sa marturiseasca ca a furat fildes in Africa, unde-si
petrecuse luna de miere.

238. Negustorul barbos ar fi de sapte ori mai avut decat vecinul lui sldbanog, daca n-
ar fi de douad ori mai batran decat acesta.

239. Presedintele republicii ii spuse caluggdritei ca el este de zece ori mai intelept decat
ea.

240. Dupd ce servitorul va rdspandi zvonul cd Impardteasa este necredincioasd,

Impdratul va cere sd i se spund cine este mai vrednic de iubirea ei, dacd nu el.

241. Dacad primarul va sileste sa va castigati traiul prin muncd, ar fi cazul sa-i spuneti
cd trebuie sa fiti platiti cu monede de aur egiptene.

242. Ginerele meu a vrut sa stie dacd i-as fi spus ce inaltime am si cat de inalt este cel
mai inalt munte din lume.

243. Dacd-mi spunea doctorul cd 1-a vizitat multd lume, precis il intrebam daca a lasat
vreunul dintre ei vreun mesaj pentru mine.

244. Era neobisnuit sa-mi aminteascd tocmai un hot cd ar trebui sa-mi aduc aminte de
frumoasele zile de altd datd, cdnd toatd lumea era cinstitd si spunea intotdeauna
adevarul.

245. Cateodata, negustorul ar prefera sa nu-i fi furat ucenicul toate monedele de argint
candva inainte de Craciun.

246. Se stia despre dramaturg cd a avut par castaniu deschis in tinerete, dar, cdtre
noudzeci de ani, a inceput sd se inverzeascd, si el a trebuit sd se rada in cap.
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247. Se spune cd, atunci cand s-a pornit focul, contabilul isi vopsea scaunele in
albastru, pentru ca aceia care se aseaza pe ele sd creada cd se afla in rai.

248. Se zvonea ca geologul poartd acelasi costum bleumarin inchis de un deceniu, fara
sa-1 spele niciodatd, ceea ce ii impiedica pe toti prietenii sd dea ména cu el.

249. Prezicatorul ar prefera ca rudele lui sd nu fi cumparat cu totii cravate rosii pentru
petrecerea de ziua lui, pentru ca prezisese deja ca va fi asasinat in ziua cand toata
familia lui va purta cravate rosii.

250. Incd de cand isi poarta sosetele galbene, uriasul tot viseaza sa fie confundat cu
soarele, si se stie ca are la el o lanternd, si o indreapta spre toti trecdtorii ori de cate ori
se iIntampla ca acestia sd se uite la el.

251. Gimnastul se intreba daca i-ar fi servit la ceva daca ar fi avut cinci luni de vacanta
inainte sa se fi luptat cu gorila.

252. Polonezul de saptezeci si sapte de ani ii indemna pe cei mai in varsta decat el sa
se casdtoreascd mai curdnd, pentru cd se gandea cd trebuie sd-i astepte pe ei sd-si

intemeieze o familie mai intai, dar nici el nu mai era tinar.

253. Nu s-ar fi zvonit cd giuvaergiul si-a impuscat dusmanii, dacad doi copii de zece
ani nu l-ar fi zarit pe cind ascundea pusca pe care o tinea de obicei acasa pe noptiera.

254. Ganditorul ar fi putut jura pe viata fostei lui neveste cd, peste cativa ani, balbaitul
o sd cedeze nervos si 0 sd Inceapa sd scanceasca ori de cate ori colegii de scoald, care
se fdcusera toti mari intre timp, o sd-i reaminteasca toate gafele pe care le-a facut
vreodata.

255. Automobilul glumetului n-ar fi rdmas in pand, dacd nu cumpdra cinci sute
cincizeci si cinci de suruburi, pe care le infipsese in cauciucurile si motorul masinii lui,
convins ca va inventa limuzina care n-o sad aiba niciodata nevoie de benzina.

256. Avocatul ar suferi o cddere nervoasa, dacd i s-ar spune cd, in vis, a jefuit casa
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primarului, si cd apoi a trebuit s-o ia pe jos cale de zece kilometri pand la granita,
pentru cd nu i-a venit ideea cd putea la fel de bine sa facd si autostopul.

257. Bursucul implinea patruzeci si patru de ani in vinerea cand urma sa-i infloreasca
ciresul, iar ariciul a amenintat cd in primdvara aceea o sd izbucneasca la Oxford

epidemia de ciumd, dupa ce gradina bursucului o sd rdmana fara nicio floare.

258. Melcul a negat totul atunci cand i-a dat de stire nevasta lui cd i s-a spus adevarul
despre aventura lui cu o broasca testoasa de 13-14 ani.

259. Gorila pe care ai cumpdrat-o la targ mai deundzi are aproape patruzeci de ani, si
0 s-0 rupd cu tine definitiv inainte sd te hotdrdsti tu s-o vinzi pe fdind si arahide
gospodinei care locuia aldturi de tine pe vremuri.

260. Nu era nevoie sd marturiseascd grafologul cd are in jur de treizeci si cinci de ani,
deoarece nu se astepta nimeni ca fnaintarea in varsta sa schimbe in vreun fel purtarea

lui grosolana.
261. Sarpele isi zise in sinea lui cd este mai bine sa fii sarpe decat bufnita, pentru
simplul motiv ca nicio bufnitd nu a putut niciodatd sa se tarasca printre pomi cand

ploua.

262. Paunul hotdri cd, atunci cand va gdsi pereche de varsta lui, va spune tuturor
pasdrilor din crang despre fericirea lui proaspat gasita.

263. Caporalul, care este in floarea varstei, scapd mereu pusca atunci cand dorm
imigrantii ilegali, si-i trezeste pe toti cei care sunt sub varsta de sase de ani.

264. Ciobanul ndddjduia ca va adormi si va visa o turmad de oi care isi vor purta singure
de grijd, iar el va fi liber sd stea pe internet toatd ziua.

265. Vrdjitorul promise ca il va readuce la viata pe omul de stiinta care fusese omorat
pe neasteptate chiar in ziua cand descoperise un leac pentru batranete.

266. Omida ar vrea sd-i mai fie fluturele prieten apropiat.
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267. Compozitorul s-a certat cu puscdriasul acum doud saptamani, si, din clipa cand
s-au certat, curdta mansarda, in vreme ce intreaga familie se intreaba ce tot face atata

vreme acolo sus.
268. As vrea ca balena sd nu inoate toata ziua, in loc sa invete istorie si matematica.

269. Fostul nostru primar ar cumpadra ciuperci in acest moment, dacd n-ar fi fost

condamnat la inchisoare pe viata.

270. N-ai vrea sa fi fost trimis dirijorul in straindtate inainte sa doboare toti fazanii din
pddurea regald cu pusca lui, cu care a tras pana ce consilierul regelui a informat-o pe
Maiestatea Sa ce se intampla?

271. Balaurul i fagadui printului cd nu va mai face rau nimanui cate zile va mai avea
de trait.

272. Cred c4 fizicianul ar trebui sa se scoale tarziu astdzi, chiar dacd tu ai prefera sa-1
trimiti dupa lapte.

273. Precis ca ldaptarul a baut lapte in loc de bere aseard, pentru cd nu mai este lapte,
iar el nu este deloc beat.

274. Cantdretul de operd isi adusese familia din Congo, ca sa-i coasa cinci costume de
haine din materialul pe care nu l-ar fi cumpadrat niciodatd, daca ar fi banuit ca a fost
tesut in spatiul cosmic.

275. Crocodilul ar vrea sd nu fi inghitit ariciul acum doua ore.

276. Trebuia sa-i explice ursul liliacului cd n-a mancat lilieci la gratar de cand se stie,
dacd intr-adevar voia sd se imprieteneasca cu el.

277. 1 se spusese orfanului sd dea vinul in fiert inainte de petrecere si, in timpul

discursului primarului, el a inménat tuturor un pahar de vin aburind.
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278. Sotia Presedintelui ar fi castigat alegerile dupa ce a fost rapit Presedintele, daca
n-ar fi trebuit sa-si castige traiul, si dacd ar fi castigat deja destula experientd ca om
politic.

279. Nu-i cu putinta ca iepurele sa fi ucis un urs in iulie anul trecut, indiferent ce spune
nepoata ursului.

280. Gunoierul vru sd stie unde a fost crescut sarpele, daca a avut vreodatd destui bani,

suficienta méancare, si daca era casa lui destul de mare ca sa stea in ea toatd familia.

281. Guvernatorul era mustrat pentru suma micd de bani pe care era dispus s-o
investeascd in orfelinate, dar raspunse ca dintotdeauna au fost putini copii parasiti in
statul lui, si, oricum, o sd mai dea cativa dintre cei existenti spre adoptie de indata ce
va fi cineva dornic sa-i ia.

282. Barza avea putini prieteni, dar cei care-i erau prieteni ar fi ficut orice pentru ea,
si se asteptau sd facd si ea la fel pentru ei.

283. Haiducul intreba méanios cand va fi pus la curent cu criza combustibililor, si cand
0 sd poata sd-si conducd iar masina, intrucat a muncit din greu s-o cumpere.

284. Chinezul nu stie mai deloc norvegiana, si era bine sa fi muncit mai serios inainte
sd se ducd sd locuiasca in Norvegia.

285. Hamalul pretinse cd a fost intrebat cand o sd fie arsa biblioteca, iar el a raspuns ca
are s-o faca atunci cand va rasdri soarele, cu conditia sd izbuteascd pand atunci sa
cumpere chibrituri, deoarece a crescut iar pretul, si problema chibriturilor se ridica
adesea in sedintele pe care le organizeaza cu echipa lui.

286. Hangiul ardea de curiozitate sa afle daca va canta privighetoarea pentru el atunci
cand va rdsdri soarele.

287. De cand a rasarit luna, cartita munceste sa ridice o casa in sudul Frantei, iar

scorpionul isi dd silinta sd n-o muste inainte sd termine.
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288. Bursucul statea culcat in pat de ore intregi atunci cand se intoarsera de la bal cei
doi fii ai lui In varstd de zece ani, si-i poruncird sa pund pe data masa.

289. Libelula ar zbura acum catre Olanda, dacad ii imprumuta porumbelul busola lui si
o hartd a Europei, lucru pe care porumbelul nu I-a facut.

290. Redactorul-sef marturisi cd s-ar fi spanzurat dacd ar fi atarnat portarul lampa de

tavan.

291. Holteiul se-nsurd in mai, dar nici nu iesi bine din primadrie, ca nevasta lui si fugi
cu soferul.

292. De abia se culcéd furnica seara in pat, cd greierele se si strecura in camara ei si-i
mancd toate bomboanele de ciocolata.

293. Daca nu-l scotea vulturul din minti de fricd pe iepure, iepurele n-ar fi ajuns cel
mai bun alergator din lume.

294. Mai bine-i spuneai broastei rdioase ca trebuie sa cumpere carti in olandeza, daca
vrea sd devind romancierd olandeza.

295. Vasul se scufunda din ce in ce mai adanc in ocean atunci cAnd soricelului, care se
ascundea in cabina cdpitanului, 1i veni ideea sa-i trimitd balenei un mesaj prin email
si s-0 roage sd salveze ea echipajul.

296. Trdia odata un licurici care putea sa dea la fel de multa lumina ca luna noaptea,
si el v-ar fi putut ajuta pe oricare dintre voi sa economisiti banii de electricitate, daca

nu zbura in spatiul cosmic, in cdutarea aventurii.

297. Nici n-apuca bine vulpoaica sd fure branza de la corb, cd si striga uliul de sus ca
o sd trimitd politia s-o aresteze pentru furt.

298. Soldatul isi dorea sa nu fi vdzut o sabie in viata lui.
299. Dacd mi-as fi inchipuit eu ca lupul este flaimand, il duceam la restaurant.

C ONTEMPORARY

L ITERATURE P RESS

http://editura.mttlc.ro
The University of Bucharest. 2015



32

Metoda Lidia Vianu
Smile and Learn! Lidia Vianu

invatati regulile. Student la Engleza
Inviati inteligent.

300. Motanul nu s-ar fi insurat niciodata cu o soparld, daca ar fi stiut ca este atat de
neglijentd cand vine vorba de coada ei.
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2. Present Tense

1. Cosarul este adesea solicitat sd vorbeascd in numele tuturor celor ce muncesc in
funingine si ajung deseori sa cerseasca la colt de strada.

2. Balaurul nu-si tine deloc gura cand Fat Frumos strigd la rand numele tuturor eroilor
de basm, si este chiar acum certat de Frumoasa din Padurea Adormita pentru
obrédznicia lui.

3. Vorbeste vreodata veverita cea lenesa despre reguli in padure, ori se teme cumva
ca pasdrile ar putea crede cd nu este cazul sa vorbeasca tocmai ea despre disciplina?

4. Pe cine strigd calatorul la patru dimineata, si de ce tipa cd este jefuit de ursi, cand
nu este niciun urs prin preajmad, si toate animalele dorm duse in paturile lor?

5. Ce fel de cafea bea mereu leopardul inainte de vandtoare, si cand a inceput soparla
sd-i pund in ea pastile de dormit in loc de zahar?

6. Croitoreasa citeste o nuveld despre un general care tot timpul se lauda ca poate
invinge o armata intreaga de unul singur, dar o ia la fugd la cel mai mic zgomot.

7. Oare nu vrea nurca sd devind stea de cinema, ori negociaza cu regizorul ca sd obtind
mai multi bani decat i s-au oferit deja?

8. Wilhelm Cuceritorul este din nou in viatd, si poartd la el o cutie cu scantei din Iad,
fiindca de obicei face cate un foc pe unde isi petrece noaptea.

9. Ziaristul bea coniac in timp ce-si scrie articolele, pentru cad bautura il face mult mai
inteligent decat este el de obicei.

10. Pescarul spera sd prinda pdstravul de argint, si sd-i spund cd are nevoie de un
castel, de avere si de un regat al lui, iar daca pastravul il refuza, el este hotarat sa-1
prdjeascd si sa-1 manance la pranz.
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11. Iluzionistul care face experiente pe maimute se intdlneste cu animalele din jungla
din trei in trei ani, si este acum asteptat in Congo, unde toate gradinile zoologice din
Africa vor ca el sa se odihneasca in patul in care turistii nu dorm niciodata.

12. I se spune rechinului sd nu mai sperie toti pestii din Marea Mediterand, si, cum el
refuzd sa facd acest lucru, se trimite dupa balena.

13. La cat se ridicd suma pe care are de gand impresarul s-o ceara de la steaua de
cinema care tocmai face curat in odaia regizorului de film, ca sd-si castige traiul, si in

cate parti poate suma aceasta sa fie impartita?
14. Melcul este prins furand din magazin chiar in acest moment.

15. Chiar in aceasta clipa, ratoiul este sfatuit s-o ia la goana cat poate el de repede, in
vreme ce gansacul aleargd pe urmele lui, si, dacd da gansacul de banii de aur pe care
i-a ascuns ratoiul in parcarea de la Scotland Yard, este foarte probabil ca radtoiul sa fie

condamnat la munca silnicd pentru evaziune fiscala.

16. Broasca raioasa este preschimbata chiar sub ochii nostri intr-un tanar chipes cu par
blond, si ni se spune chiar acum cd, dacd nu credem cd este adevarat, putem si noi sa
fim preschimbati in broaste raioase intr-o clipita.

17. Inainte s4 fie operata soparla, infirmiera se schimba in uniforma, si este asteptata
de chirurg.

18. Se construiesc in tot orasul noi spitale de nebuni dupa planurile inginerului
constructor, care isi schimba salopeta la sfarsitul fiecdrei zile de lucru, si isi petrece
noaptea intr-un cort din doud in doua zile.

19. Pescarusul este trimis la Polul Sud an de an, si este de obicei vazut cum se intoarce
cu o haina de blana si o pereche de manusi groase.

20. Cersetorul este cercetat de Scotland Yard, pentru cd mereu cheltuie bani la cursele

de cai.
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3. Past Tense

1. Invatatorul facea afaceri cu interpretul, cand acesta se infurie brusc si-l1 intreba
pentru cine face el reguli, dat fiind cd nimeni nu are de gand sd respecte regulile unui

invatdtor.

2. Isi aminteste clientul tiu cat i-au luat la garaj pentru repararea masinii atunci cand
era in excursie in Japonia, si de ce au trecut reparatiile in contul tatalui lui vitreg, ceea
ce fac de obicei garajele japoneze ori de cate ori se stramba cineva in vreme ce ei repara
0 masina?

3. De cate ori il acuza politia pe expert de furtul unui tablou cunoscut al lui
Michelangelo, acesta facea o plecdciune, sustinea ca fapta aceasta face cinste profesiei
lui, si, invariabil, nega delictul de care fusese acuzat.

4. Cunostinta mea si-a pierdut averea pe cand flecdrea cu prietenele, si, intr-o buna zi,
i-a dat prin minte cd aceste prietene ale ei fac mereu pe cate cineva sa-si piarda
mostenirea prin inseldciuni, fiindca toate sunt avocate necinstite si stricd viata tuturor.

5. In cine trdgea cu pusca dactilografa care-ti verifica manuscrisul, atunci cand ti-ai
dat seama cd este o criminald, si ai hotdrat sd-i insfaci pusca din mand, pe cand ea a
rdmas nemiscatd, si se holba la tine cu gura cdscata?

6. Curteanul rdaspandea zvonul cad printesa are nevoie sa fie inveselitd, pentru ca stie
cd o sa aiba tripleti, si, de asemenea, pentru cd strdbunicul ei a amenintat-o ca o
dezmosteneste, dacd-i va mai fura tigdrile de cate ori aude cd le creste pretul.

7. Racul se trezi manjit tot cu unt, si tocmai isi ruga rudele din partea mamei sa astepte
pana se curatd, cand varul lui de-al doilea il intrebd manios cat 1i va lua sa se curete,
si adduga cd mai mereu isi tinea racul rudele de sange sd-1 astepte, pentru cd stdtea
culcat in pat zile-n sir.

8. Cusdtoreasa spala vasele atunci cand sora ei vitregd ii aminti cd trebuie sa coboare
scarile in salon, unde pdrintii ei adoptivi o asteapta sa le citeascd din Dickens.

C ONTEMPORARY

L ITERATURE P RESS

http://editura.mttlc.ro
The University of Bucharest. 2015



36

Metoda Lidia Vianu
Smile and Learn! Lidia Vianu

Invigafi regulile. Student la Engleza
Invifai inteligent.

9. Tanarul daltonist tocmai isi inchidea biroul cAnd 1l vizitara socrii lui, si-i admirara
gradina, care era plina de flori ce se inchideau noaptea, si il descusurd daca duce
vreodata flori gemenelor lui, intrucat sunt sange din sangele lui, si meritd tot ce este

mai bun.

10. Croitoreasa si dansatorul se despartird in cele din urma, deoarece amandoi simteau
cd nu se potrivesc, dar, dupd aceea, fata ei se intuneca de cate ori ii auzea numele, ori
atunci cand incepeau prietenii comuni sa intrebe cu cine mai iese, iar ea replica doar

Ccd nu iese cu cineva anume inca.

11. Ori de céte ori se innora, datornicul se plangea mereu ca nu este bine ingrijit, c4,
de cand s-a pronuntat divortul, n-a mai fost cdutat de fosta lui amantd, in vreme ce se
relata ca fosta nevastad il numeste raposatul ei sot, si se spunea chiar ca locuieste in
acelasi apartament cu fratele lui vitreg, ceea ce-1 fdcea pe datornic sd afirme ca ii

miroase a nunta.

12. Scotianul se imbujora de fiecare data cand era intrebat de finlandez unde-si petrece
de obicei noptile, si ii explica finlandezului cd in patul lui nu se doarme, pentru ca
noua lui casa tocmai se construieste, iar el petrece rareori noaptea acolo.

13. Suedezul intrebd cum il cheamad pe creditorul pe care I-a pomenit danezul, de ce
este mustrat danezul in fata musafirilor, si de ce nu este el invitat sa ia loc si sa bea
ceva impreuna cu ceilalti.

14. Judecatorul nu se dumirea de ce i se descompune aparatul de fotografiat in mana,
iar turcul, care tocmai era acuzat de vrdjitorie, o rupse la fugd, urland cd i se insceneaza
ceva, si nici gand sa vina la tribunal pana ce nu se va trimite dupa un alt judecator.

15. Spaniolul n-a recunoscut niciodatd cd il cunoaste pe omul care a jefuit toate bancile
din Egipt, asa cd a fost dus cu avionul in Laponia, sd-si petreaca restul vietii intr-un
iglu, si s-a trimis dupd un alt spaniol.

16. Suedezul era asteptat, si se spdlau toate geamurile in cinstea lui, dar habar n-avea
nimeni ca el fusese deja arestat de catre Scotland Yard, pentru ca ii convinsese pe toti
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elevii unei scoli londoneze sa vorbeascda numai si numai limba suedeza.

17. Piticul a fost acuzat c3 a furat toate merele din livad3, iar el furase intr-adevar acele
mere, din cauza cd nu era destul comentatd personalitatea lui in ziarul local, si era

mereu comparat cu o balend uriasd, pe care nu putea s-o sufere.

18. Cocorul a vindecat bufnita de amigdalitd, si, pe cand era felicitat de toate pasarile,
a anuntat cd i s-a acordat Premiul Nobel pentru medicina, ceea ce il facea primul cocor

caruia i se decerneaza un premiu care este de obicei destinat oamenilor.

19. Delapidatorul se intreba cu voce tare de ce sunt greu de gasit slujbele, iar
patriotul —a cdrui raceala era tratata de cel mai bun doctor din tinut, dar era imposibil
de vindecat—isi sufld nasul, tusi cu inteles, si il informd pe delapidator ca nu vrea
nimeni sd-1 angajeze pentru ca toatd lumea stie cd el a furat colierul de diamante al
reginei pe cand era in floarea varstei.

20. Cinicul se trdgea dintr-o familie olandeza de protestanti exilatd, si a fost concediat
de indata ce directorul a descoperit ca este batjocorit de toti vecinii, mai ales pentru ca
se stia cd este un alergator prost, care iese mereu ultimul, dar pretinde ca este cel mai
bun sportiv din lume.
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4. Present Perfect

1. Demnitarul tocmai a sosit de la Haga, unde a cumpadrat un dulap pentru haine, care,
crede el, se va dovedi util atunci cand idealistul, care tocmai si-a primit partea din
mostenirea strabunicului sau, se va hotari sa-1 viziteze, mai ales daca idealistul va avea

nevoie de o ascunzatoare — ceea ce nu este un lucru neobisnuit pentru un idealist.

2. De cand este, oare, la putere democratul, cand a inceput el sd se linga pe buze la
vederea hranei, cine l-a linistit cd nu va veni la putere niciun alt partid cat traieste el,
de ce trdieste numai cu rosii de cand a venit vremea lor, si va mai ranji el, oare, dupa
ce toate aceste intrebari vor fi publicate in The Times?

3. Ursul cel lacom n-a primit incd partea lui de miere, si se plange de zile intregi cd i s-
a promis mierea atunci cand vor inflori piersicii, si cd asteaptd deja de tare multa

vreme.

4. Jepurele nu poate pricepe de ce s-a ciocnit de vulpe, desi a fost prevenit in mod
repetat ca intr-o buna zi se va ciocni si de un politist, dacd mai merge cu viteza.

5. Iscoada da din cap cd ,, da” cdtre ipohondru de doua ore incoace, de cand este la
moda sd dai din cap — de la cinci dupd-masa fix, iar ipohondrul i-a trimis bezele in tot
acest rastimp, fiindca azi iscoada s-a deghizat in scoldritd, ceea ce l-a facut pe
ipohondru sd se simtd iar ca la doudzeci de ani.

6. Incd de cand spune istoriograful publicului tot ce-i trdzneste prin minte, izbavitorul
tribului de negri clatinad din cap a dezaprobare, susotind cdtre cei din jur cd, de cand
s-a repus in circulatie autostrada, acum trei luni de zile, tot soiul de oameni spun
baliverne zi si noapte.

7. Md intreb de cand este fratele tau incornorat, si de cand stii tu de asta fara sa spui
nimdnui, si am de gand sa dau de stire ca, de cand este major, tot face semne tuturor
fetelor dragute pe care le vede, iar nevasta lui a tot scos limba la el pana s-a plictisit de
moarte, si a inceput sa-1 insele.
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8. A fost inaintasul tdu pomenit vreodata de cand ai fost tu invitat de istoric sa-i faci o
vizita, si de cate zile ii tii companie istoricului, fara sa ti se spuna ca sora ta geamana
a dat peste o cutie cu bani de aur, care a apartinut pe vremuri stramosilor tai, care a
fost ascunsa acum multe secole, si care este cautata de ani si ani, de cand o scrisoare

care s-a gasit mentiona locul unde a fost ingropata cutia?

9. Renul cel dungat n-a sdrit in viata lui in ajutorul cuiva, asa cd, de cand s-a cdinat
eschimosul cd i s-a topit iglu-ul si nu mai are casd, renul se socoteste cu sine daca sa

se amestece, ori sd se prefacd cd n-a auzit.

10. M4 intreb dacd pinguinul s-a incdierat vreodatd cu ingerul lui pdzitor de cand sta
la manastire, fiindcd se zvoneste de la o vreme cd o broasca testoasa a renuntat la
credintd pe cand astepta sa dea ceainicul in fiert in bucdtdria manastirii, iar credinciosii
au si Inceput sd se intrebe dacd nu cumva s-au molipsit pinguinii de vreo boald a
creierului de la broastele testoase.

11. Inotitorul de optzeci si cinci de ani locuieste la azilul acela de batrani de doudzeci
de ani, si nu s-a certat cu nimeni niciodatd, asa ca, desi invatdtoarea tocmai s-a plans
cd, atunci cand s-au certat, el a ridicat bastonul la ea, suntem inclinati sa punem
povestea ei la indoiala.

12. Elefantul a fost prins azi, si a ajuns la concluzia cd judecdtorul il vaneaza inca de
cand era tandr schior, de cand locuia la cabana, si de cand toti se asteptau ca elefantul
sd o sfarseasca rau, pentru cd cheltuia mult mai mult decat castiga, acesta fiind, de
fapt, motivul pentru care a fost adus la postul de politie azi dupa-amiaza.

13. De la o vreme, fluturele isi petrece duminicile cu un pictor, si, cu toate ca fluturele
s-a oferit de nenumadrate ori sd-i pozeze, de doud luni incoace pictorul il tot refuza,
pentru cd nu-i inghite pe masculii cu aripioare de fluture.

14. Neintelegerea dintre romancier si judecator s-a incheiat atunci cand biroul celui
dintai a fost daramat, iar acum sunt prieteni la catarama de un car de ani, ba chiar
dorm de cateva sdptamani in aceeasi rulotd, si, de cate ori se da la radio imnul national,
se ridicd amandoi in picioare, dand, inevitabil, cu capul de acoperis —motiv pentru
care, de cateva zile incoace, merg pe strada principald balabanindu-se, iar lumea crede
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ca beau zi si noapte unul in cinstea celuilalt.

15. Méagarul nu I-a insotit niciodata pe castor la atelier, si, cAnd acesta a fost nu demult
atacat acolo de furnici, magarul a marturisit ca mai degraba se face marinar si imparte
o cabina cu alti cincisprezece marinari, decat sa faca ce face castorul de treizeci si trei

de ani.

16. Laponul tocmai a angajat o secretard, al cdrei birou a fost zugravit in roz, ca nu

cumva sd afle cineva ceva despre crima care a fost recent comisa acolo.

17. Lasul urla de o ord incheiatd in cancelarie, iar profesorii il hranesc de cand a inceput
sa urle, dar, de cel putin zece minute incoace, toatd lumea se intreaba cand va trece

lasul la subiect.

18. Detinutul citeste in celuld de cand i s-a dat Biblia care i se promisese, si nici macar
n-a auzit urletele demonstrantului, care incearca sa-1 salveze de doud saptamani

incoace, si este dus la Statia de Politie zi de zi de o saptdamana si mai bine.

19. Pacientul care are ord la dentist la doud si cinci asteaptd de o ora in sala de
asteptare, si, intre timp, i-a auzit pe toti ceilalti pacienti zbierand, asa cd in clipa aceasta
isi pune paltonul rosu cu alb si paldria albastru cu galben, si o sterge cu curaj.

20. De cand se stie, gradinarului ii plac diminetile tihnite in serd, si chiar i s-a promis
cd i se va ingddui candva sd-si petreacd acolo o vacanta intreagd, ori cel putin asa i s-a
spus.

21. Cu toate cd portarul hotelului i-a explicat vizitatorului cd el curdta mansarda, si nu
a auzit soneria, vizitatorul tot s-a plans directorului, iar acum nadajduieste ca portarul
a fost deja concediat, si poate sd ceard el insusi postul lui.

22. Casa din Londra a camilei a fost de curand cumpadrata de catre un american bogat,
care tocmai a mutat-o la New York caramida cu caramida, si, de cateva zile, camila
este vazutd dormind in Hyde Park, unde se uita toti copiii la ea.

23. Tocmai i s-a ardtat cimpanzeului un loc excelent pentru cort, iar prietenul lui, omul
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de stiintd, a nascocit metoda perfectd sa-i convinga pe trecatori sa cumpere fotografiile
pe care le-a facut acesta atunci cand a petrecut un Craciun in Laponia.

24. Negustorul de peste tocmai a implinit optzeci de ani, dar incd pescuieste in Marea
Mediterand, si n-a pierdut niciodatd speranta cad o sa fie cindva comparat cu
strdbunicul lui, care a castigat odata Premiul Nobel pentru pescuitul cu navod.

25. Dermatologul care a intrat chiar acum in papetdrie a comandat doudsprezece
plicuri in dungi, si strigd ca tocmai a fost lovit de o masind, si cd-i va scrie avocatului
lui, si va cere ca soferul sa-i plateasca un milion de lire, cu toate ca pare sandatos tun
tuturor clientilor care-1 asculta de cateva minute bune incoace.

26. Nu s-a mai dormit in patul acesta de cadnd un explorator a concurat cu un jucator
de golf si a pierdut, pentru cd méancase toatd noaptea bomboane de ciocolatd, ceea ce
nu s-a repetat de cand s-a inchis hotelul, iar directorul lui a trebuit sd se pensioneze

cu doudzeci de ani tnainte de vreme.

27. De cand se plange cobra de garoafele albastre pe care i le tot cumpara de la florarie
racul, si de cand il plateste detectivul pe rac ca sa-i spioneze pe ceilalti clienti, care i-
au cumpadrat si ei flori cobrei?

28. Detinutul acuza dureri de cap de cand 1-a obligat farmacistul sa se spele cu sapun
parfumat zi de zi.

29. Omida manca zi si noapte conopida de ani de zile atunci cand zarzavagiul se hotari
cd trebuie sd-si ascundd conopida de ea, insd, in ziua cdnd omida ddadu buzna in
pravalia zarzavagiului cu pusca incdrcatd, zarzavagiul isi dadu seama céd a gresit, si,
din ziua aceea, i vinde omidei catd conopida pofteste ea.

30. De doudzeci de ani incoace i se pare tare greu ciorii sa-si inchipuie cd cineva poate
sd vrea sd transforme o biserica in cazinou, dar inginerul se concentreaza in ultimul
timp asupra reconstruirii orasului si, incd de cand a fost condamnatd cioara la zece ani
de temnita pentru propaganda religioasa, inginerul a simtit cd este de datoria lui sa
redecoreze catedrala cu mese de joc.
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31. Rata a descoperit nu demult un limbaj nou, si tot incearca sa-I foloseasca cu ratoiul,
care si-a uitat limba maternd, si se simte foarte singur de la o vreme, pentru cd nu mai
poate comunica cu nimeni.

32. De cand s-a construit scoala, se asteaptd ca directoarea sa-i facd confidente
profesorului de araba, si este urmarita de elevi peste tot unde se duce, dar pana in
prezent s-a multumit sa vorbeasca doar cu portarul, si sd-i ordone sa tina toate

dormitoarele incuiate noaptea.

33. Faptul cd elanul tocmai a fost descoperit ca vorbeste la telefon in miez de noapte il
face pe politist sd banuiasca cd elanul a ascuns in tot acest timp o taind cumplita, si ca
nu i s-a ordonat niciodatd sa spund adevarul.

34. De cand s-a construit inchisoarea, directorul ei este acuzat de zeci de martori, dar
n-a recunoscut niciodata ca-i bate pe puscariasi cu bastonul, desi toti stiu ca bastonul
a fost cumparat la targ special cu acest scop, si este folosit zi de zi, de cand a fost
achizitionat de director, cu o zi inainte sa se deschidd inchisoarea.

35. A fost broasca deja felicitatd pentru recentul succes cu piesa in care vrea girafa sa
joace, si i-a permis broasca girafei sd joace rolul principal, ori s-a gasit o actrita mai
buna?

36. Dirigintele de postd n-a fost niciodata acuzat cd pune la cale cu clientii lui sa
inchidd oficiul postal, pentru ca, inca de cand s-a inventat telefonul, scoate o multime
de bani cu telefoanele lui publice, si, in plus, a fost invatat de doctorul lui cum sa
adune un milion de lire si apoi sd se retragad in Hawaii.

37. De anul trecut, de cand chirurgul a petrecut o vacanta la Venetia, gansacul lui
viseaza sa se faca gondolier, si strange bani ca sd cumpere o barca, cu toate cd i s-a

spus cd, la Venetia, strdinii nu au dreptul sa lucreze vara.

38. De cand se plange capra cd un tantar se hraneste cu sangele ei, judecdtorul
insectelor a interogat toti tantarii din Letonia, dar incd n-a gasit criminalul.

39. Acum un an, ldutarul s-a convertit la iudaism, si, pana-n prezent, a vizitat de zece
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ori lerusalimul, pentru ca a transformat acolo un grajd vechi intr-un apartament
confortabil, si de atunci incoace tot asteaptd sd se intample o minune.

40. Vinerea trecutd lacatusul a fost intemnitat pentru cd si-a vandut uneltele la negru,
dar avocatul lui incearca si-l1 dezvinovidteasca de toate acuzatiile incd de cand a
inceput procesul, pentru cd este convins de bunele intentii ale batranului, si stie sigur
ca acuzarea a fabricat o poveste ca sa-1 inchidd, pentru cd nu mai au puscariasi pe care

sd-i hartuiasca.
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5. Past Perfect

1. Lacusta se ascundea din zori dupd o frunzg, iar uliul o cduta, pentru céd i se spusese
cd lacusta are un milion de ghinde la bancd, iar el era somer.

2. Ariciul voise dintotdeauna sa se insoare cu o lebad3, insd, atunci cAnd cunoscuse
una, ii spusese cd n-a vazut niciodatd o fiintad mai hidoasd, iar lebada jurase sa nu se
marite cu un arici cat traieste ea.

3. Cand hipopotamul marturisi cd era dintotdeauna admirator al lui Pavarotti, balena
spuse cd ea n-a vrut niciodatd sa asculte pe altcineva decat pe Domingo, si, cu toate ca
locuiau de doudzeci si doi de ani in acelasi ocean, s-au despartit, si nu s-au revazut
niciodata.

4. Jaguarul 1si asigurase sora in mod repetat ca se poate conta pe el ori de céte ori va
avea ea nevoie de sume de bani uriase, dar ea era destul de inteleaptd sa nu conteze
pe ajutorul lui, dat fiind cd, adesea, in ultima clip4, 1i spusese sa nu conteze pe el, cu
toate cd stia ca este disperatd, si cd n-are la cine apela—pentru cd el este si a fost
intotdeauna ruda ei cea mai apropiata.

5. Cand i s-a spus cangurului ca fiica lui obisnuia sd sard de trei ori atunci cand se
mania, acesta s-a intrebat de cata vreme stiau ceilalti acest lucru, si daca-si dadusera
oare seama cd pentru ea sariturile erau un gest magic.

6. Homarul inota; inota de treisprezece ore atunci cand se intalni cu caracatita, care-i
spuse homarului ca este cautat de zece ore, pentru cd fosta lui nevasta s-a dus la politie
si l-a dat disparut.

7. Liberalul se strecurase in dormitorul librarului, 1i furase acestuia Biblia cea mai
veche, si se apucase sa numere chiar atunci pe loc de céte ori apar numele prietenelor
lui in ea, pentru cd de mult hotdrase ca o sd se insoare numai cu o femeie al cdrei nume
n-a mai fost niciodata folosit.

8. Cotofana primi o scrisoare a carei adresa fusese tdiatd, alta noua fusese scrisa intr-
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un colt, iar o coald de hartie din interior anunta cd a fost scoasa cotofana de pe lista
pasdrilor cdrora li se permisese in trecut sa-1 insoteasca pe leopard atunci cand era in
drum spre gradina zoologica.

9. ]Jderul a primit textul prelegerii lui sdptdmana trecuta, si si-a dat seama ca a uitat sa
taie cateva observatii pe care avusese de gand sa le ignore atunci cand se va adresa
publicului, dar se temuse ca textul poate deveni ilizibil din cauza multelor stersaturi.

10. A fost descusut pinguinul daca intotdeauna a fost visul lui sd incruciseze un elefant
cu un porg, ca sd aibd sd manance mai multa carne de porg, si s-au ingramadit in jurul
lui toti reporterii care auzisera intrebarea, ca sa afle ce o sa raspunda.

11. Lingvistul isi prevenise studentii ca cineva are s fie ucis in sala de curs, dacd nu
vor afisa anuntul pe care il scria el de saptamani de zile, si care ii avertiza pe intarziati
cd nu mai este loc.

12. Literatul isi deplangea nefericirile de ore intregi atunci cand editorul lui navali in
odaie, urland cad literatul n-are de ce sa plangd, pentru cd i s-a vandut cartea ca painea
caldd, si a ajuns milionar peste noapte.

13. Stranepotul leului plangea de ore intregi dupad lapte, pentru cd leului i se terminase
laptele, dar fusese avertizat de vandtor cd, dacd iese vreodatd sa cumpere lapte dupa
miezul noptii, va fi impuscat pe loc.

14. Cand catarul observa cd ii arde casa, vecina lui, vidra, striga de doudzeci de minute
dupa ajutor, iar prietena lui isi dddu seama ca el a incuiat usa, si a aruncat pe geam
singura cheie pe care o aveau.

15. Potarnichea si-a amintit ca s-a hotarat sa nu mai manance dulciuri, lucru care se
intamplase dupd ce se ingrdsase atat de tare incat trebuise sa-si cumpere pene noi, si
isi dddu seama cd poartd aceste pene de doudzeci de ani.

16. Fazanul imi spunea de peste o jumatate de ord cd toate cautdrile pentru a-i gasi
crocodilul au dus la descoperirea unui pui de leu, cand il intrerupse porumbelul, si i
intreba pe trecdtori dacd s-au jucat vreodata cu un pui de leu, si cand vor vrea sa se
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mai joace din nou.

17. Ursul polar il intreba pe pitpalac cum s-a vindecat de lene, iar pitpalacul, care sapa
gradina de douad zile si doud nopti, il intreba la randul lui de cand trdieste din mila
publicd, si cand crede céd o sa se vindece de oreion, intrucat pitpalacul nu avusese acea
boald niciodats, si se temea sd se apropie de ursul polar, pentru cd era convins ca se
va molipsi.

18. Ploua cu gdleata de un sfert de ord atunci cand se hotari dulgherul s-o scurteze
prin padure, in loc s-o ia pe drumul pe care-1 stia de cand era copil, dar il zari deodata
pe dusmanul lui de moarte, corbul, care de ani de zile astepta sd-1 prindd singur-
singurel si neinarmat, pe o noapte ploioasa, asa cd dulgherul o lud la sdndtoasa pana

iesi In sosea.

19. Economistul explica de o ord si jumatate cad a trebuit sa se reducd productia de
baloane cu treizeci si trei la sutd, si le ceru studentilor sa calculeze cati muncitori
trebuisera sa fie concediati, si cati lucrau incd, din cifra initiald de o suta doisprezece
muncitori, care fusesera pastrati dupd prima reducere a investitiei de capital.

20. Editorul dorea o notd de subsol, care urma sa explice unde este gradinarul care a
retezat toti piersicii din jurul casei in care a copilarit editorul, si adduga cd, desi se
strdduia de o lund sa nu mai manance atétea fructe si legume, nu se putuse impiedica
sd plangd la vederea a ceea ce era pe vremuri livada lui, care fusese transformata in
supermarket.

21. Licuriciul se intreba cand va fi rasplatit pentru lumina pe care o dddea noaptea, si
cand vor intelege fiintele umane ca el trdieste inca de la inceputurile acestui univers.

22. Berbecul intrebd cine este omul a carui nevasta fusese silita sa renunte la tutun,
bauturd, droguri, grasime, carne, zahar, privitul la televizor si culcatul tarziu, si spuse
cd intelege de ce fusese ea atat de nefericitd incat fuesese pe punctul de a se ineca in
Tamisa.

23. Sobolanul fusese prevenit cd bateria solara pe care o inventase el nu-1 impresionase
pe directorul firmei, care de mult incerca sd afle cine este lenesul cu idei neghioabe

C ONTEMPORARY

L ITERATURE P RESS

http://editura.mttlc.ro
The University of Bucharest. 2015



47

Metoda Lidia Vianu
Smile and Learn! Lidia Vianu

Invigafi regulile. Student la Engleza
Invifai inteligent.

care-] costasera un milion de dolari, asa cd sobolanul fusese sfatuit sa fie pregitit, in
caz cd o sa fie concediat, intrucat nu-1 putea nimeni salva de ménia directorului, care
habar n-avea cit de valoroasa se va dovedi in curand bateria solarad a sobolanului.

24. Pe cine a intrebat rinocerul cu cine a fost bufnita maritata, si de ce te mird cd a vrut
sa stie pentru cine a lucrat bufnita tnainte sa-i ceard lui o slujba?

25. Spiridusul plangea de cand i se spusese cd nu stie nimeni din ce secol dateaza
madtaniile, pentru cd si-a dat seama ca a fost inselat de vanzatorul ambulant care i le
vanduse la negru.

26. Somonul fusese sursa de inspiratie pentru autorul unui roman politist care descria
greutatile colonizarii, si nu s-ar fi intamplat nimic rdu, daca somonul n-ar fi folosit
banii cu care fusese plitit pentru a-si cumpara un lac, care secase dupa putind vreme,
si, la fundul lui, politistii gasiserd un cufdr plin cu perle, pe care somonul le furase de
la piratii medievali.

27. Gtia oare vidra cd pelicanul ti-a furat pestii cdnd erai tu in Portugalia, ori credea
vidra cd pelicanul isi prinsese singur peste, si se ingrdsase pentru cd mancase prea
mult?

28. Scorpionul inota in mare de foarte multa vreme atunci cand vazu o balend, si o
intrebd daca a fost vreodatd muscatd de vreun scorpion, si daca-l va duce pe scorpion
la mal, dacd acesta i va spune cd s-a ratdcit.

29. Foca ii spuse rechinului cd a studiat biologia in Oceanul Pacific, ca traieste ca liber
profesionistd in acel ocean de o sutd saptezeci si sase de ani, si apoi il intreba pe rechin
dacd a fost vreodata insurat, pentru cd era vremea ca ea sd-si gdseasca un sot demn de
incredere.

30. Nici nu sosi bine melcul, ca broasca si sdri drept in fata lui, si il intreba catd vreme
a calatorit, ce locuri a vizitat, cati prieteni si-a facut, ce fel de mancaruri a mancat, si,
nu in ultimul rand, daca a izbutit s-o gaseasca pe femeia visurilor lui.
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6. Future

1. Vrabia vrea sa stie cand ii vor creste sarpelui aripi, si daca o va duce sarpele in Tara
Galilor atunci cand va putea el zbura, pentru ca este convinsa cd isi va gdsi familia
acolo.

2. Va prinde pdianjenul musca in plasa atunci cdnd va apune soarele, si o va intreba
pdianjenul pe muscd, oare, cAnd anume ii va spune ea ce vrea el sa stie, ori daca ii va

spune musca vreodata adevarul despre viata ei secretd?

3. Dramaturgul era convins cd niciun eseist nu-I va insulta in ziare, intrucat toti criticii
il descriau ca fiind extrem de amuzant, cu toate ca piesele lui in sase acte nu prea pot
fi considerate comice, iar locotenentul pe care l-a invitat la premierd spune de atunci
tuturor cd n-o sd mai vorbeasca niciodata cu dramaturgul, pentru ca detestd sa fie silit
sd asculte in intregime un monolog de patru ore, iar apoi sd mai si trebuiasca sd se
prefaca cd i-a placut la nebunie.

4. Locuitorii insulei nu-i vor vedea pe pirati pardsind insula prea curand, intrucat
cdpetenia piratilor s-a logodit cu o bdstinasa care, inainte de acest eveniment, le
spunea tuturor prietenelor ei cd nu va fi niciodatd supla si frumoasa daca n-o sa vina
un strdin chipes s-o salveze de bananele pe care le mananca zi de zi.

5. Salamandra se intreaba cat o sa stea la cel mai bun hotel din oras razboinicul care a
detectat urme de sange de veveritd in mostrele de rocd pe care le examineaza de doua
sdptamani, intrucat salamandra stie cd rdzboinicul n-are deloc de gand sd se insoare
cu fata primarului, si este sigurd cd tanara insasi ii va spune razboinicului cd nu-i place
profesia lui.

6. Cand vrabia va zbura pe o planeta care va fi descoperita atunci cand astronomul isi
va termina cercetarea, si daca astronomul se va hotdri sa spuna tuturor unde se afla
vrabia, vrabia va fi aleasd conducdtoarea pdsarilor, si nimeni nu va afla cine este ea cu
adevdrat, pana ce nu va zbura vulturul pe planeta aceea, si nu va spune tuturor ca
vrabia va implini in curand patru sute noudzeci si noud de ani, iar peste inca un an,

atunci cand va implini cinci sute de ani, ea va deveni cel mai fioros vampir din univers.
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7. Daca planeta noastrd nu va fi distrusa de un rdzboi atomic, pdstravul va studia
bursa, iar lebdda va scrie la toate ziarele de pe padmant ca pdstravul va deveni in
curand conducdtorul tuturor locuitorilor acestei lumi, si va mai adduga cu mandrie ca
ea nu se va ldsa niciodatd condusa de un fost majordom, care a slujit-o candva pe
strdnepoata lui Einstein, si care a furat multe bijuterii din seiful ei.

8. Agitatia se va domoli atunci cand veverita il va anunta pe licurici cd servitoarea va
aduce in curand ceaiul, pentru cd licuriciul isi bea intotdeauna ceaiul la ora cinci
dimineata, iar acum, dupa ce a muncit o noapte intreagd, de abia asteaptd sa bea ceva
fierbinte.

9. De la o vreme incoace, ducesa asteapta sa-si lase deoparte obligatiile gospodaresti,
iar azi si-a anuntat prietenii apropiati cd va sta o luna la castelul cavalerului, si-1 va
impiedica pe acesta sd ia parte la turnirul organizat de rege, dupa care, se stie, toti

cavalerii mor de pe urma ranilor.

10. Pana ce va incheia martorul de dictat marturia lui dactilografei, publicul va fi
plecat, cu toate ca articolul publicat in ziarul de ieri declara ca toti locuitorii catunului
asteaptd cu nerabdare sd afle cine o sd fie acuzat de omorarea primarului.

11. Spectatorii vor fi murit de plictiseald pana ce broasca testoasa se va hotari sa anunte
cd nu o va mai interpreta pe Ofelia in acel sat australian, pentru cd tocmai i s-a spus cd
doi martieni au murit recent de foame acolo, cu toate cd ea ii ascunsese bine, si le lasase
provizii pentru un an, inainte sd decida ca va trebui sa-i lase singuri.

12. Elefantul va fi carat paie ani de zile pand ce-si va da seama directorul gradinii
zoologice cd zicala ,A fost ultima picdaturd” se aplica si la animale mai mari, si va
recunoaste cad a gresit cand a afirmat ca elefantii sunt altfel decat toate fiintele vii, si
candva au sa domneasca pe pamant.

13. Cei doi curcani se deosebeau atat de mult unul de altul, si in atatea feluri, incat au
hotdrat anul trecut cd au sd cheme la ei un mascarici, si au sa-1 plateasca sa cerceteze
si sd afle dacd au sa se deosebeasca unul de altul toatd viata, si daca viata lor de familie
va fi intotdeauna de rasul intregului catun.
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14. Cand morsa l-a intrebat pe delfin dacd o va cere vreodatd in cdsdtorie, dacd o va
duce vreodatd la Varsovia in luna de miere, dacd-i va cumpadra vreodatd un inel cu
diamant, si daca-i va fi credincios toata viata, delfinul s-a-ntors pe cdlcaie si a plecat,
si Incd 1si mai spune in sinea lui cd o sa ajunga bdtran si chel inainte sd se insoare cu o

femeie ca morsa.

15. Viespea va fi trimisad la Roma daca se afld cd poate face vin din ap4d, siise va acorda
un premiu pentru chimie, insd pescdrusul tocmai a anuntat presa cd, atunci cand vor

cumpdra biletul de avion pentru viespe, el o va fi inghitit deja.

16. Balaurul stia ca va trebui sa fure o printesd mai devreme ori mai tarziu, inainte sa
ajungd prea bdtran ca sa se mai lupte, si isi spunea in fiecare an cd o va face neaparat
la anul, iar acum este sigur cd, pana sd ajunga el balaur batran, va fi furat printesa, si
au sd fie ca Frumoasa si Bestia, insa nu- si da seama ca tocmai a implinit noudzeci de

ani.

17. Liliacul se intreaba daca omida va fi dispusa sa recunoascd faptul cd mereu
confundd doctorii cu fizicienii, si, ca o consecinta fireascd, dacd se va imbolnavi, va
chema probabil un fizician s-o faca bine.

18. Ariciul va lua ca ostateci doi martieni, pana ce i se va da un elicopter ca sa plece cu
cele cinci milioane de monede de aur pe care le-a furat de la banca din Monte Carlo,
fara sad-si dea seama cd va fi prins si inchis de Scotland Yard cu mult inainte sd apuce
el sd cheltuiasca toate monedele.

19. Cand imi va spune fakirul unde anume se va duce dupa ce va fi acuzat cd a furat
tepii ariciului?

20. Agentul secret nu va spune nimanui unde a fost capturat de extraterestri, cum a
reusit sa revind viu pe pamant, ori cand se va intoarce in locul acela.

21. Cand iti va spune camila daca va plati préjiturile, ori le va ménca inainte sd-si dea

cineva seama ce face ea?
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22. De doua ore incoace, arhitectul alearga dupa trenul in care am incdrcat lingourile
lui de aur, si as putea paria pe o bancnota de cinci sute ca va dispdrea pand sa iesim
din tunelul din fata noastra.

23. Ursul 1si va fi ras barba pana sa cumpere o casd la oras, pentru cd proprietarului
casei ii displace parul pe fatd, si altfel nu va vrea sa-i vanda casa.

24. Filosoful vru sa stie de ce i s-a spus ca nu-i va citi nimeni tratatele pana ce nu va
intra in Partidul Filsofilor, si addugd ca nu va fi niciodatd dispus sa faca acest lucru,

cati ani va trai.

25. Stia, oare, judecdtorul ca va fi scos de la terapie intensiva si transferat intr-un salon

special, unde ii vor face o operatie pe creier, ca sd-1 transforme in ateu?

26. Pana ce stafia bibliotecarului isi va da seama cd sunt atat de multe stafii la Praga
incat nu le mai acordd nimeni nicio atentie, primarul va fi interzis tuturor stafiilor sa
intre in institutiile publice, ceea ce o va impiedica pe stafia bibliotecarului sad-i sperie
pe cititorii adolescenti.

27. 1 s-a spus faraonului cd va trebui sd ridice o piramida rosie, daca va dori sa fie
vestit in toatd lumea dupad ce va muri?

28. Farmacistul nu va descuraja niciodatd un client care vrea sa vina la pravalie
noaptea tarziu cu masina, dar isi descurajeaza cu siguranta clientii sa aiba de-a face cu
alti farmacisti, nu-i asa?

29. Omul de stiinta stia cd nu i se va decerna Premiul Nobel, intrucat n-a facut nicio
descoperire importantd toatd viata lui, asa ca isi spunea ca se va duce in curand intr-o
alta galaxie, unde inteligenta lui va fi mai apreciata.

30. Temnicerul ii explicd persoanei care, spera el, il va angaja, cd va castiga mult mai
multa experientd dacd i se va permite sa exerseze cateva zile in Turnul Londrei.
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7. Conditional

1. Ce ar face mierla, dacd i-ai spune ca ar fi putut sa fie elefant, dacd si-ar fi dat mai
tare silinta atunci cand a fost studenta la Oxford?

2. Masina studentului la medicind ar cobori acum de pe bac, dacd nu se scufunda bacul
la jumaétatea drumului intre malurile raului Mississippi.

3. Mercenarul se intreba daca ar fi debarcat trupele din submarin, in cazul in care
arabii ar fi castigat razboiul, si de cdtre cine va mai fi el angajat daca nu vorbeste araba.

4. Dacad n-ar fi mancat mesagerul atat de mult, n-ar dormi acum, si tu nu te-ai intreba
cand se va trezi, si va da fuga la castel, ca sd-1 anunte pe Fat Frumos cd Frumoasa din
Padurea Adormita se va trezi in curand, asa cd ar fi bine sd se grabeasca s-o gaseasca.

5. Meteorologul incercase toata noaptea sa le explice celor de la BBC ca niciodatd in
viata nu se ingelase cu privire la vreme, insa nu l-ar fi acuzat nimeni daca n-ar fi indus
in eroare pe toatd lumea care-1 ascultase vineri la radio, si, in consecintd, plecase de
acasd fara umbrela.

6. Pinguinul ar inota acum in piscind, daca ar fi ascultat-o pe nevasta lui, si ar fi emigrat
in sudul Frantei, dar, in cazul acela, ar fi trebuit sd renunte la zdpada pentru totdeauna,
si ar duce grozav dorul iernii.

7. Mincinosul ar fi fost dat afard din slujba pentru ca ii minte pe clienti, si ar muri de
foame acum, daca n-ar fi fost mdcelarul, care 1-a angajat cu nddejdea cd mincinosului
nu-i va fi teamd de abator, ceea ce s-ar fi dovedit a fi o sperantd desartd, daca
mincinosul n-ar fi avut inteligenta sd inghitd tranchilizante inainte sa priveasca oile
sacrificate.

8. Dacd mi-ar fi spus minerul cd are trei slujbe de opt ore, as fi stiut ca minte, intrucat
ar fi fost concediat de mult, pentru ca orice patron si-ar fi dat seama cd nu poate trai
fara niciun pic de somn.
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9. Ar fi zburat bufnita tocmai pana in Liban, daca ar fi fost invitata sd-si petreacd iarna
acolo, si ar fi studiat ea limba araba?

10. S-ar plimba acum canarul pe stradd, daca si-ar fi pierdut pantoful stang, ori i-ar fi

rusine sa fie vazut imbracat necuviincios?

11. Cocorul ar preda acum limba japoneza, daca ar fi petrecut cel putin cincisprezece

ani in Japonia, si ar vorbi cu prietenii lui japonezi pe limba lor.

12. Gansacul o intrebd pe gasca dacd ar fi fugit cu el atunci cand aveau amandoi cinci
ani, daca el ar fi fost sarac lipit, si a mai vrut sd stie daca ea ar fi incad nevasta lui, daca

i s-ar fi aratat fotografii ale gansacului in compania unei tinere privighetori, in Spania.

13. Pescarusul se intreaba daca i s-ar fi decernat premiul , Cel mai bun zburdtor”, daca
ar fi luat parte la competitia desfasurata la Haga, si este convins ca nu ar fi acum aici,
dacd ar fi primit atatia bani.

14. Unde s-ar fi dus ciocarlia, daca soimul ar fi urmarit-o, si unde ar fi ascuns ea
comoara de un miliard de scoici, pe care ar fi gdsit-o in Marea Mediterand, daca ar fi
avut bani sd mearga acolo?

15. De ce, oare, modista, ale cdrei paldrii le-ar cumpara toatd lumea cu doi penny, nu
a mentionat niciodata uriasa ei colectie de monede de doi penny, care i-ar fi umplut
camara, daca n-ar fi fost furate atunci cand a implinit ea saptezeci de ani?

16. Nu stie nimeni daca ar fi ajuns cotofana magician, daca ar fi avut destul timp sa
studieze proprietatile licorilor magice, dar credem cu totii ca ar fi fost mult mai bine
daca ar fi studiat matematica, nu-i asa?

17. Grecul s-ar ruga acum lui Zeus, daca ar fi in Grecia, iar credinta lui in Zeus cu
sigurantd le-ar impresiona pe maimutele care l-au rdpit, si care se intreaba de ce nu
vrea sd se inchine soarelui, la fel ca ele.

18. Gandurile moralistului s-ar fi concentrat asupra nemuririi, daca Vrdjitorului din
Oz nu l-ar fi intrebat din senin pe moralist de ce imparte mereu publicului brosuri pe
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care nici macar el nu le-ar citi, dacd ar avea de ales.

19. Unde ar locui acum morarul, a cdrui secara se distribuie familiilor de siteni, dacd
fratele lui nu se scufunda in ocean ca sd verifice temperatura apei, si nu se ineca pe
loc, ldsand dupa el o suma de bani pe care morarul n-ar fi putut s-o stranga nici intr-
o sutd de ani?

20. Daca nu fura motociclistul mii de portofele pline cu bancnote de cinci sute de
dolari, nu ar fi fost spanzurat, si i-ar invdta acum pe tinerii de saisprezece ani sa

conducad motocicleta, nu-i asa?

21. Muzicianul isi intrebd muza cine i-ar mai fi compus ei sonate, daca nu se néastea el,
iar muza rdspunse cd nici n-ar fi avut nevoie de sonatele lui, dacd ar fi reusit sa

convingd un dirijor sd-i cumpere o vild la Paris.

22. Nobilul o intreba pe fiica mai mare a fierarului daca ar fi vrut ca el sd-i aducad un
buchet de flori atunci cAnd o vizitase cu cincizeci de ani in urmg, iar femeia in varstd
de saptezeci de ani surase enigmatic.

23. Ce s-ar fi facut fierarul, dacd un cutremur i-ar fi distrus atelierul, iar nevasta lui 1-
ar fi pdrdsit, zicand ca se va duce la manadstire pana ce va fi el din nou bogat?

24. Spaniolul il intreba pe ungur daca Ungaria ar fi mai bogata decat este, daca romanii
ar fi construit o altd Romad in acea parte a Ungariei unde se afla Budapesta acum.

25. Danezul ar vorbi portugheza acum, daca ar fi invatat-o in copildrie, atunci cand a
petrecut cativa ani la Lisabona.

26. Daca finlandezul ar fi atat de inteligent cum crede el ca este, ar fi gasit un nou
continent, ori ar fi descoperit o noud planetd, in loc sd stea sa viseze la ce-ar putea face
daca ar fi bogat.

27. Filologul ar lucra acum pentru guvern, dacd nu-1 convingea filozoful sa scrie un
eseu care afirma cd Antarctica ar fi supravietuit, daca isi transporta adolescentii intr-
un loc unde ar fi fost siliti sa vaneze soparle.
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28. Ce ar face criminalul in serie, daca politia ar descoperi ca s-a ndscut in Letonia, si
dacd s-ar fi hotarat sa-i retraga cetdtenia canadiand, si sa-I trimita in Sahara, doar cu o
camild si un sarpe?

29. Vidra 1l impiedica pe fizician sa studieze efectele apei asupra cozii ei, intrucat era
convinsa ca fizicianul ar fi descoperit cd ea este un extraterestru, si, dacd ea nu-1 va
impiedica sa afle, el o va da pe mana Curtii de Justitie letone.

30. Dacd madrturisea olarul cd i-ar prinde bine o paldrie noud, l-ai fi ajutat sa fure
paldria stafiei lui Naopleon, si te-ai fi prefacut, oare, ca nu l-ai vazut pe olar, daca stiai
ca stafia il va ucide pe olar atunci cand isi va gasi paldria pe capul lui?
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8. The Subjunctive

1. Ar fi fost firesc sd i se fi spus flautistului ca flautul lui ar ardta mult mai bine cu un
strat de vopsea rosie.

2. Ar fi recomandabil sa i se spund dirijorului ca nu este bine sa faci afaceri cu
violonistul.

3. Foneticianul a afirmat ca ar fi greu de crezut ca servitoarea face ordine in mansardd,

pentru ca mansarda este plind de soareci.

4. Fotograful imi spuse céd este ciudat ca stau si ma intreb in miez de noapte ce va face
greierele atunci cand isi va vedea fotografia in revista.

5. Politicianul a declarat ca este bizar ca fluturele a iesit la pensie inainte sa primeasca
scrisoare de la presedintele Statelor Unite.

6. Tuturor 1i se pdrea de necrezut cd exilatul i-a spus primarului cd este prost, si cad
trebuia sa cumpere steagul comunist din banii lui de buzunar.

7. Fumadtorul inrdit a declarat cd este ciudat cd nu l-a crezut nimeni atunci cand a
madrturisit cd o sd moard burlac, pentru cd a jurat sd se lipseasca de compania unei
neveste, dacd aceasta nu va fuma tigara de la tigara.

8. Ar fi fost cel putin neasteptat ca functionarul sa-1 barfeasca pe patron chiar atunci
cand acesta din urma il putea auzi cum ii spune papagalului ca seful lui isi vara nasul
in odaie din sfert in sfert de ora.

9. Libanezul ceru sd i se spund cand i se va publica romanul, si dacad ar fi o idee buna
sd-1 vanda in Liban.

10. Bufnita propuse ca adolescentul sa dea trei petreceri separate: una pentru cei care
tocmai impliniserd optzeci de ani, incad una pentru cei care aveau aproape de noudzeci
de ani, si alta pentru cei inca in floarea varstei.
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11. Daca nu cerea garderobierul ca spectatorii sd poarte doar haine de nurca vara,
nurcile n-ar fi acum o specie pe cale de disparitie.

12. Parintii marocanului declarard ca fiul lor este un copil foarte bun, ca sd fie toti
convinsi cd acesta si-a adorat motanul, desi, de fapt, il omorase cu sange rece.

13. Cand va intra ziaristul in odaie, Albd ca Zdpada ii va ardta oglinda fermecatd a
mamei ei vitrege, ca sa inteleaga jurnalistul ca este luat in bataie de joc, si sa-si dea pe
loc demisia.

14. Cu toate ca gemenii se simteau foarte vinovati, ei incercara sd se poarte ca si cum
n-ar avea nicio vind, ca si cum nu asistaserd la lupta care tocmai se incheiase cu

moartea crocodilului.

15. Polonezul manca de parca nu mai vazuse mancare de sdptdmani de zile, iar

chelnerul il servea ca si cum nu mai vazuse un polonez niciodata in viata lui.

16. Naratorul era politicos cu dihorul, pentru ca putinii lui cititori sd-si inchipuie ca
scrie si el romane melodramatice de genul celor scrise de dihor, si sd inceapd sa-i

cumpere cartile.

17. Portughezul fugea, ca nu cumva sa-1 prinda ariciul, si fugea de parca ar fi vazut
cel mai cumplit balaur din lume.

18. Rudele sahistului se purtau de parcd nu stiau cd, In urma cu treizeci si trei de ore,
sahistul luase nebunul de pe tabla de sah si-1 ciopartise in bucdti foarte mici, pe care
apoi incercase sd le mestece, dar incercarea lui fusese zadarnica.

19. Bastinasul 1i vorbea catarului pe care-l furase de parca era prietenul lui cel mai
bun, dar catarul il trata ca si cum bastinasul ii maceldrise toata familia.

20. Maimuta ar vrea sa nu i se fi spus chinezului ca ea sperase intotdeauna cd va vizita

candva Marele Zid.
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21. Cartita se intreba de ce o urmareste albanezul, si ar fi vrut sa fi invatat albaneza

cand avusese ocazia.

22. Nepotul meu ar da orice ca nepoata mea sa-1 sustina in tot ceea ce face, si nu pricepe

de ce a cerut ea sd i se acorde nevastuicii premiul care i se promisese lui.

23. N-ai vrea sd fie aici danezul, ca sa te ajute cu temele la arabd, care trebuiau

terminate cu multe ore in urma?

24. N-ai prefera ca finlandezul sa fie azi aici, si n-ai vrea sa nu se fi imprietenit cu
cioara?

25. Ca nu cumva sd descopere neurologul planul de evadare din azil al nebunului,
acesta din urmad a hotdrat sa spund tuturor cd nu va pleca nicdieri pand ce nu se va
vindeca.

26. ,,Madcar dacd n-ar fi fost trase jaluzelele ca sa ne apere de soare!”, a exclamat albina,

e parca ar fi fost nefericitd pentru cd nu existase niciun martor atunci cand furase
d fi fost nef t t t t t df
cutia piticului cu monezi de sase penny.

27. ,Micar daca n-ar trebui nimfa sa se refugieze pe o nava spatiald!”, ofta Zeus,
gandindu-se cd n-o va mai vedea niciodatd, daca nu se va duce el pe Marte.

28. ,Dacd cumva nomadul trage o concluzie gresita din faptul cd i s-a interzis sa calce
lanoiincasd?”, se gandea in sinea lui gradinarul, pe cand se pregdtea sa termine lucrul
pentru ziua aceea, intrucat se intuneca din ce in ce, si nu prea mai putea face mare
lucru seara.

29. Octogenarul se intreba de ce i s-a spus cd este vremea sda meargd la gard, pentru ca
el stia sigur cd mireasa lui nu va fi pe peron pand ce nu va sosi trenul de la Lisabona,
iar trenul avea o zi intarziere, dacd nu mai mult.

30. Notarul isi zise in sinea lui cd ar cam fi vremea sd nu mai stea de vorba cu oameni
care intotdeauna fdceau sd-i creasca tensiunea, si ar fi vrut sd ia in gluma tot ce i se
spune, doar cd, din nefericire, nu avea simtul umorului.
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31. Paianjenul si-ar dori sa nu fi respins musca atunci cdnd ea ii spusese ca ar vrea sa
fie nevasta lui cata vreme va trai ea, dar habar n-avusese el cd mustele trdiesc doar o

zi, si se temuse cd ea va trdi pand la o sutd de ani.

32. Tantarul ar vrea sd fi facut o excursie in jurul lumii atunci caAnd mostenise averea
strabunicului lui.

33. N-ar vrea salamandra ca francezul sd n-o fi vdzut niciodatd, si n-ar prefera
francezul ca salamandra sa nu se fi ndscut, si ei doi sa nu fie acum casatoriti?

34. N-ar vrea oare melcul al carui seif s-a furat la miezul noptii sa-si fi incuiat usa

aseard, Tnainte sa se culce?

35. Mdgarul, care nu stia nici limba franceza si nici limba germand, ar fi vrut sa fi
vizitat Bruxelles cand zburase cu avionul in Belgia.

36. Nu inteleg de ce ar vrea cimpanzeul sd se fi nascut in Laponia, si de ce-i spune
nevasta lui atat de des cd si ea ar vrea ca el sd se fi ndscut in altd tard, si cd ea ar prefera
ca el sa fi ramas acolo, si sa nu se fi insurat niciodata cu ea.

37. Camila 1si dadu seama c4, orice ar face, furnicile nu-i vor da pace, si ar fi vrut sa
nu fi pus prajiturile acelea in dulapul din bucatarie, in loc sd le manance imediat.

38. Oriunde s-ar fi ascuns caracatita, va fi gasitd, si isi va dori sd nu fi incercat niciodata
sd fuga.

39. Orice i-ar spune broasca testoasa scorpionului, el n-o va crede, si isi va dori
intotdeauna sa nu se fi imprietenit cu o fiintd care l-a facut sa inoate in Marea
Mediterand, sub ferestrele Printului de Monaco.

40. Orice ti-ar fi spus optimistul, el incerca doar sd atraga atentia asupra persoanei lui
atunci cand a strigat cd se va lua la intrecere cu tine pand la gard, daca nu va incepe sa
ploud cu gdleata.
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9. Modal Verbs

1. ,Ce ma fac acum?”, il intrebd oratorul pe oracol atunci cand isi dddu seama ca un
titlu de pe prima pagina din The Times atrage atentia asupra intregii povesti a vietii
lui, tiparite pe penultima pagina.

2. ,5a plec acasa?”, intrebd grecul, nddajduind ca suedezul ii va spune cd poate sa

ramand, dacd vrea.

3. Ordonanta a implorat-o pe nevasta colonelului sd-i spuna clar ce sa facd, intrucat isi
dddea seama cd armata piticilor rosii nu ar avea nicio sansd, daca aricii s-ar hotari sa
atace.

4. Organizatorul excursiei in jurul lumii este de pédrere cd ar trebui sa vizitam cu totii
British Museum acum, in loc sd stdm de vorba cu betivul de la intrarea in carciuma,
cu toate cd intelege ca betivul ne atrage prin lipsa lui de memorie si placerea de a
povesti.

5. Ortopedul trebuia sd pund elefantul sa se aseze in scaunul cu rotile pe cand isi tragea
taburetul de lemn, pentru ca elefantul venise cu glezna scrantitd, si de ore in sir se
plangea ca de abia mai poate sta in picioare.

6. Atunci cand soarecele cel verde a navalit in garderoba si a tras masa cu umbrele
albe langa peretele de cdaramidd, tu trebuia sa stergi podeaua, nu sa te ascunzi de
soarecele care credeai cd o sa vind sa te decapiteze, daca va descoperi cd i-ai pierdut
jobenul cel verde.

7. Castorul este de parere ca trebuia alcdtuita o listd de conditii inainte ca presedintele
companiei s-0 vandd, intrucat nu exista niciun alt mod de a impiedica somajul.

8. Nu trebuia sd-i imprumuti servieta olandezului dupa ce ai pus induntru testamentul
pe care tocmai il facusesi, in caz cd se fura cel din seif.

9. La miezul noptii pajul trebuia sa citeascd documentul atent intocmit pe care i-

C ONTEMPORARY

L ITERATURE P RESS

http://editura.mttlc.ro
The University of Bucharest. 2015



61

Metoda Lidia Vianu
Smile and Learn! Lidia Vianu

Invigafi regulile. Student la Engleza
Invifai inteligent.

inmanasesi la amiazd, dar a preferat sa viseze la regina Egiptului, pe care n-ar fi trebuit
s-o vada niciodatd, pentru cd i se interzisese sa se arate in preajma tronului.

10. Faraonul nu pricepea de ce se mira nevasta lui ca el viseazd nepoti, cind exista
lucruri minunate, ca mesele zilnice, la care sa visezi, si chiar a intrebat-o de ce sa viseze
el la méancare, cand niciun monarh care se respectd nu trebuie sa se lase sa se ingrase
pand-ntr-atat incat sa nu mai poata folosi tronul.

11. I-am spus farda menajamente comunistului cd nu md poate face sa inghit toate
pilulele rosii din buzunarul lui, pentru cd eu intotdeauna am evitat culoarea steagului

rusesc.

12. Este posibil sa-si aminteasca bufnita ca eram prieteni buni cand era ea tanara, si ea
nu voia sa stea cu nimeni de vorbd, pentru ca toate celelalte bufnite obisnuiau sa-si
baté joc de accentul ei frantuzesc.

13. ,Inceteazd imediat!”, striga parasutistul ménios la soacra lui, care se imbrdca intr-
un costum elisabetan pentru balul mascat lunar, si nu voia sa se uite la el cum sare cu
parasuta.

14. ,Sa plece dacd vrea!”, 1i zise vicarul fiului lui, care era uimit cd, desi parintii lui nu
se certaserd timp de o jumadtate de secol, acum voiau sd se desparta, in vreme ce vicarul
nu intelegea deloc de ce ar face fiul lui orice ca sa impiedice despartirea, pentru ca el
era cat se poate de fericit la ideea ca se va intoarce seara la o casd goald, fara nimeni
sd-1 cicaleasca.

15. Usa catedralei nu se deschide, iar cameleonul este pe punctul de a-i sugera
politistului ca precis cineva a furat clanta.

16. Patronul isi alege adesea angajatii pundndu-i sd inghita un pahar de votcd, si, daca
vreunul dintre ei se vdicdreste cd i-a ars gatlejul, acela este numit pe loc director, si i
se oferd salariul cel mai mare.

17. Ori de cate ori vine ciobanul la universitatea noastrd, lectorul de filozofie repeta
fara incetare cd este foarte placut sa te imbeti critd intr-o carciuma, mult mai placut
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decat sd ai grijd de oi, ceea ce el n-o sd facd niciodatd, catd vreme are de ales.

18. Era bine dacd paganul il asculta pe preotul care il prevenise cd vagabondul il va

imbata crita.

19. Pietonul incepu sd traverseze strada cu sens unic, se opri la jumadtatea drumului,
chiar in fata unei ambulante care mergea cu viteza mare, isi bau tot sucul de portocale,

si se intrebd ce se intamplase oare, cd soferul ii fdcea semne manioase cu pumnul.

20. ,Nu-mi faceti voi mie una ca asta!”, striga doctorul atunci cand isi dddu seama ca
toate veveritele pe care refuzase si le vada in timpul epidemiei de gripa se

insdndtosisera si amenintau sd-1 lingeze.

21. Precis cd liliecii s-au hotarat sa cumpere copacul si sd se instaleze in el, dar nu este
cu putintd sa fi stiut ca era ascunsa o comoara in trunchiul lui.

22. Dulgherul se intreba daca pelerinul avusese dreptate cand a spus cd poate bate o
mie de cuie intr-o scandurd, dacd este bine platit s-o faca.

23. Cand era contrazis, spaniolul sdrea intotdeauna in sus de trei ori, iar apoi nu mai
scotea un cuvant.

24. In mod sigur pescarul a avut nevoie de mult curaj ca sa-si pardseascd barca, dar i-
a fost fricd cd barca s-ar putea scufunda, ceea ce este posibil sd se fi intdimplat deja.

25. Precis ca pesimistul se gandeste cd ar trebui sa pardseasca avionul inainte sa fie
silit sd sard cu parasuta sub amenintarea pistolului.

26. Precis cd petitoarea s-a straduit din rasputeri s-o convinga pe viitoarea mireasa sa
nu amane data nuntii, pentru cd ginerele isi va iesi din minti de nerdabdare, si s-ar
putea sa se sinucidd, acum cd a primit o mitralierd ca dar de nunta.

27. Este cu neputintd ca pianistul sd nu-si fi dat seama cd isi exaspereaza elevii
intrebandu-i din cinci in cinci secunde de ce nu exerseaza la pian in loc sd se uite la
desene animate.
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28. Turcul ar fi fost silit sd inoate toatd noaptea, daca i s-ar fi scufundat vasul in Marea
Mediterand, dar precis a avut un presentiment, pentru ca a preferat sa se duca la
Cazinoul din Monte Carlo.

29. Ai vreo idee de ce urmeazad sa vina Scotianul azi, si de ce ii tot tine la curent familia
lui pe prieteni ca un om mai slab din fire ar fi dat precis in patima bauturii in situatia
lui, dar el n-a pus in viata lui gura pe bauturd, ori cel putin nu bea de cand feciorul lui

i-a tras un pumn si l-a dus cu masina, inconstient, la dezalcoolizare?

30. Urma ca girafa sa se tina peste tot de cei doi indragostiti, dar ei reusira s-o lase in
urma, iar girafa isi dddu seama ca precis adormise pe cand cei doi se uitau la luna.

31. Plagiatorul care urma sé fi vorbit cititorilor despre cinste trebuia sd le spuna sa
vind in Vinerea Mare, daca chiar avea intentia sa petreaca Pastele cu ei.

32. Plédcintarul ar fi teribil de stanjenit de-ar fi sd treaca clientii lui pe la el sd mai
schimbe o vorbd atunci cand coace, pentru ca de obicei poartd costum de baie in
apropierea cuptorului, si detestd sa fie vazut gol, asa cd n-a vdzut nimeni pana acum
semnul lui verde din nastere, de pe soldul stang.

33. Dupa muncd, oamenii se abat adesea pe la crasma serifului, ca sa bea o sticld de
vin si sd manance un orez cu lapte, dar polonezul n-are dreptul sd intre, pentru cd s-a
luat la hartd cu seriful, sil-a impuscat in laba piciorului drept acum un an, iar de atunci
incoace seriful il ocoleste pe polonez.

34. Nu este cu putintd sd fi studiat castorul la Cambridge, pentru cd limba lui materna
este finlandeza, iar engleza nu a invatat-o niciodata.

35. Este cu putinta ca poligamul sa fi dormit inca de cand a inceput opera, ori l-a trezit
vreuna din nevestele lui, si I-a dus deja in celula lui din Turnul Londrei?

36. Nu se poate ca soferul sa-1 fi lasat pe poliglot la aeroportul din Miinchen, pentru

ca poliglotul n-a ajuns niciodatd unde urma sa mearga.
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37. Politicianul n-a putut azi sd lase pachetul tdu la gara, pentru cd a fost ocupat sa
distribuie fotografii cu chipul lui.

38. I s-a ordonat pompierului sd mearga la facultate, dar a renuntat din prima zi, asa

ca nu va putea lua un salariu mai mare inainte sd iasa la pensie.

39. Fluturele ar fi putut sa fie cel mai bun prieten al paianjenului, dacd nu prindea
pdianjenul fluturele in plasd, si nu-1 manca la desert in noaptea de Sanziene.

40. Japonezul spuse cd stie sa citeasca si sd scrie, dar nu stie sa deseneze, iar faptul ca
este spargdtor de bancd se datoreaza stransei legaturi dintre abandonul scolar

timpuriu si delincventa.

41. Dacd nu se certa Preasfintia Sa cu miliardarul, ar fi putut obtine calugdrii banii de
care aveau nevoie ca sd repare acoperisul madndstirii, iar ploaia care rdpdie pe
acoperisul plin de gduri nu i-ar tine acum treji cat este noaptea de lunga.

42. Predicatorul banuia cd se poate sd fie adevarat cd enoriasii au trebuit sa astepte sa
li se zvante hainele ude dupad ce i-a prins ploaia.

43. Poate cd s-au retras apele raului, si soarele fierbinte a uscat zidurile caselor din sat
dupd inundatie, pentru ca armeanul a hotdrat ca trebuie sd ia trenul si sa plece acasd,
ca sd spuna familiei lui cd in curand o va putea intretine, pentru ca tocmai si-a pariat
salariul la curse, si naddjduieste sa castige.

44. Poate ca morsa dormea la umbra castanului atunci cand a zbughit-o astrologul din
casd, tipand ca in curand o sa sece raul, si ar trebui sa ingenuncheze cu totii ca sd se
roage pentru ploaie.

45. ,Se vede ca este vrajitor”, spuse ghicitoarea in soaptd, dupd ce-si ldsa cartile de
7

ghicit deoparte, ca sa-1 ajute pe bucdtar sa steargd vasele dupa pranz, si, chiar in clipa

cand rosti aceste cuvinte, scapa o farfurie, care se sparse intr-o mie si una de bucti.

46. Piticul 1l ridica de jos pe prietenul lui cel mai bun, il scutura de praf, si raspunse
ziaristului cd primarul poate sa facd o fotografie pentru ziarul local, dar nu va fi niciun
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interviu, pentru cd este prea manios, si nu vrea sd injure in public.

47. Pe cand pleca chirurgul, soprana strigd, , Ai putea sa-mi trimiti si mie o invitatie!”,
dar acesta din urma n-avea nicio intentie s-o facd, pentru ca rupsese definitiv relatiile

cu ea dupa ce ea il inselase cu un medic generalist.

48. Danezul ii spuse norvegienei cd nu este nevoie sa vorbeasca daneza, daca vrea sa-

iia un interviu, pentru cd el invata norvegiana de cinci ani.

49. Primarul nu considera ca este nevoie sd i se spund prodecanului ca este posibil sa
devind membru al guvernului, sau, in orice caz, nu considera ca ar trebui s i se spuna
despre acest lucru inainte sd-si pldteasca prodecanul impozitul pe venituri si amenzile
pentru vitezd, pe care nu le mai pldtise de ani de zile.

50. Mi s-a spus ca zidarul are nevoie de o slujbd, asa cd am sunat si m-am oferit sa-1
angajez, dar el a rdspuns cd mai degraba moare de foame decat sa lucreze pentru un
fost puscdrias, si a addugat cd nu era nevoie sa-1 sun.

51. Arhitectul ii explicd croitoresei cd nu era nevoie ca ea sd-i aducd bomboane de
ciocolatd, pentru cé el incerca sd sldbeascd, iar doctorul ii spusese cd este interzis sa

mai manance dulciuri cat traieste.

52. Precis ca maécelarul s-a imprietenit cu porcul, dacd a jurat sd nu mai manance si
nici sa nu mai vandd carne de porc.

53. Pompierul spuse ascultdtorilor ca n-ar trebui sa munceascd atat de mult, pentru ca
ar putea avea toti o cddere nervoasd, si promise cd, atunci cand se va retrage la
manastire, va veni din nou, si le va tine o predica de patru ore despre avantajele lenei.

54. Célugarul ii spuse sarbului cd este palid, si cd mai bine ar face o excursie la Venetia,
daca vrea sa mai poatd munci la mina de argint.

55. Ar fi bine pentru caracatitd sd renunte sa urmeze medicina, deoarece taxele de
scolarizare, addugate la datoria ei anterioard de la Oxford, precis i-au diminuat serios
mostenirea, si, in plus, atunci cand va absolvi, s-ar putea sa descopere cd nu are slujba.
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56. Protejatul Papei urma sd manance in oras in ziua cand a fost asasinat cardinalul,
dar a preferat sa-si viziteze amanta, ca sa-i spund cd mai bine se despart, asa cd, atunci
cand a fost acuzat cd I-a omoréat pe cardinal, amanta lui a refuzat sa depund marturie

cd a fost cu ea In seara aceea.

57. Nu se poate ca bursucul sa fi fost cauza rascoalei taranilor, deoarece el era total
impotriva violentei, si era de obicei inconjurat de admiratori infocati, care ii tot
aduceau felurite prajituri, budincd, tocanita, si-l indemnau sa manance tot, ceea ce el

nu putea face, dacd voia sd respecte regimul care-i fusese prescris.

58. Trebuie ca sirenele il cdutau pe pescar, care le-a dat candva de inteles cé le iubeste
pe toate, dar pescarul se ascunde de cincisprezece ani intr-o pesterd, iar sirenele nu
pot respira afarad din apa, asa ca este cu neputinta sa-1 fi gasit.

59. Se vede cd prozatorul a tras cu urechea la conversatia noastra, pentru ca pare sa ne
stie planul, si nu este cu putinta sa-1 fi aflat de la nimeni altcineva.

60. Gradinarul nu are nevoie sd i se spund cd n-ar trebui sa-si cumpere o masina
costisitoare, pentru ca n-a mai vrut niciodatd sa sofeze din ziua in care era cat pe ce sa
calce un sarpe, care il bantuie in fiecare noapte de atunci.
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10. Direct and Indirect Questions

1. De ce se plangea psihiatrul, si de ce I-a intrebat pe urs unde si-a ascuns mierea?

2. Va putea psihologul care isi face acum drum cu coatele catre scend sd-si explice
fapta dupa ce-1 va ucide pe regizor, care a ciocnit cu masina lui masina psihologului,
si care priveste cum multimea uriasd adunatd in jurul scenei aplauda la vederea
maginilor ciocnite, masini care i-ar fi omorat pe ei toti, dacd nu s-ar fi ciocnit la timp
una de alta?

3. Unde ar fi fost trimis psihopatul pe care toti il ocolesc de cand a tdiat beregata unei
balerine, dacad ar fi putut politia sd descopere dovezi ca el este criminalul?

4. Ce a mancat la pranz dactilografa al cdrei fiu este bucdtar, si pe cine a intrebat ea
cand anume i se va permite sd manance sparanghel?

5. Stenografa nu-si putea aduce aminte cdnd anume a fost intrebatd cine este
vorbitorul al carui discurs l-a stenografiat.

6. Ce anume spunea Alice ca nu va putea niciodatd sd priceapd, daca nu va veni
vrajitorul in persoana sa explice de ce a emigrat din Tara Minunilor in Oz, fara sa lase
pe nimeni in urma lui sa aiba grija de spiridusi?

7. De ce l-a intrebat bancherul pe casier unde-si va petrece luna de miere, care este
profesia viitoarei lui neveste, si cind anume se va insura cu ea?

8. In ce tard a marturisit liliacul cd va emigra dupé ce-1 va intreba pe Impéaratul Chinei
daca chinezilor le plac liliecii?

9. Ai cui fii erau cei doi baieti care au fost siliti sa-si goleascd buzunarele in masina
politistului, pentru cd erau banuiti cd au furat economiile secretarului, pe cand acesta
dormea in hamac?

10. Pe cine a intrebat casierul dacd i se va permite sd-si cumpere o bicicleta, unde i se
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va permite sd meargd cu ea, si catd vreme va trebui s-o tind, pand ce va putea sa-si
cumpere alta?

11. Cand si-a dat seama chirurgul care facuse o mie de operatii pe capre cd, dacd va
gasi sponsorul potrivit, va deveni bogat si cunoscut?

12. Oare madgarul, al cdrui interes pentru morfologie era cunoscut, nu i-a explicat

spaniolului cd nu toate cuvintele care se termind in — Iy sunt adverbe?

13. Cine a vrut sa stie de ce a intrebat-o compozitorul pe dansatoare daca ar fi studiat
portugheza, daca ar fi gasit o slujba in Portugalia?

14. De ce ar fi intrebat-o fotograful pe agenta lui de publicitate dacd a vazut vreodata
Haga, dacd nu avea de gand s-o ducd acolo?

15. Creatorul de moda nu avea idee unde se vor vinde desenele lui dupa ce le va
termina el, si era hotdrat sa intrebe daca i se va spune dacd va primi un premiu.

16. Vulpoaica tot intreba pe cei din odaie cand vor vor face o excursie in jurul lumii, si
dacd se vor intoarce la vreme pentru petrecerea de ziua ei.

17. Unde s-a ndscut profesorul de istorie, si ce le spune el de obicei acelora care vor sa
stie unde s-a nascut?

18. Unde va zbura lebdda care nu are familie, atunci cand il va intreba pe starc unde
este familia ei, si ce i-ar spune starcul, dacad nu s-ar teme ca ar putea face o gafd?

19. In ce tara va incerca sd emigreze melcul atunci cand va afla ca Africa de Sud, la
care viseazd de ani si ani de zile, este pradd unei crize economice de maxima
intensitate?

20. De ce te-a intrebat instalatorul cand iti vei cumpara o casd noua, si unde te aflai
atunci cand a telefonat si te-a intrebat daca vei avea nevoie de cineva sa aiba grija de
piscina ta?
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21. Cand te-a intrebat judecatorul de ce-ti petreci atat de des noaptea la Brighton, si de
ce nu i-ai spus cd aveai o aventurd cu un croitor, in vreme ce familia ta se intreba unde
esti, si de ce iti lasi sotul atata vreme singur?

22. De ce a marturisit bursucul ca i-a spus nevestei lui ca se va inrola in marind la
izbucnirea razboiului dintre Haga si Congo, daca de fapt el habar nu avea cdnd anume
va avea nevoie de consimtdmantul nevestei lui?

23. Te asteptai ca astronomul care si-a inscris anul trecut fiul la orele de desen sa vina
la scoald sa-1 intrebe pe profesor de ce si-a distrus fiul lui cel mai bun costum de haine
la orele de desen, si ti se pare, oare, firesc cd profesorul i-a raspuns astronomului ca
fiul lui s-a jucat de-a v-ati ascunselea atunci cand ar fi trebuit sa picteze?

24. Ce-ar fi facut broasca raioasa daca i-ar fi spus Fat Frumos cd ea va deveni printesa
de indatd ce va implini optsprezece ani, si numai dacd va fi suficient de inteligenta

incat sa nu-l intrebe daci s-ar fi insurat cu ea, daci ea ar fi rdmas broasca raioasa?

25. Girafa se plimba in Sahara, si se intreba cand va fi gata gulerul ei verde, si daca i
se va permite sd-1 poarte la balul regal.

26. Stiai ca melcul n-avea nici cea mai vagd idee unde ar fi fost dus, dacd nu-1 izgonea
iepurele pe lup?

27. Ai fi salvat-o pe Scufita Rosie din ghearele lupului, daca te-ar fi intrebat cati bani
te astepti sa ti se pldteasca?

28. Pe cine crezi cd ar fi intrebat hipopotamul cat este ceasul, daca ar fi fost singur pe
rau?

29. De ce tot intreba armadsarul pe toate animalele din Padurea Neagra cand anume il
vor face regele lor, si unde ii vor construi castelul?

30. Stiai cad soparla rosie nu voia sd mai fie un razboi pe plajd, motiv pentru care ii
intreba pe toti racii unde este casa lor, si de ce nu pleaca acasd, in loc sd se certe cu
soparlele?
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31. Ai auzit de o micad plaja de pe tarmul Mediteranei, unde delfinii te intreaba daca ai
inota pana la un loc vrdjit pe care il stiu ei, dacéa s-ar oferi sa te duca acolo?

32. I-a spus balaurul printesei cd ar vrea sd mai fie un bal, ca sd o insoteasca el la sala
de bal, sau a observat regele ca balaurul este prea tanar si chipes ca s fie lasat singur
cu o printesd, si l-a indepartat pe balaur inainte ca acesta s-o intalneasca pe printesa?

33. M4 intreb, oare cine stia de ce intreba balena pe toti rechinii unde se afla Marea
Neagrd, pentru cd toatd lumea stie ca balena este prea lenesd ca sa se ducd atat de
departe, si, in plus, nici nu stie pe cine ar putea gdsi acolo.

34. In cate parti ar fi impartit oceanul, dacd l-ar mosteni sirenele, si cate vase
scufundate ar contine fiecare parte?

35. Frumoasa din Padurea Adormitd a intrebat-o pe vrdjitoare de ce a blestemat-o, si
cand va veni un print s-o salveze de blestem, dar vrdjitoarea, care era prea bdtrana ca
sd tina minte, a intrebat-o pe Frumoasa din Pddurea Adormita ce inseamna cuvantul
‘blestem’.

36. Oare ursul care nu mandnca decat dulciuri a ascuns mierea pentru ca este hotarat
sd sldbeasca, ori are el de gand in curand sa-1 intrebe pe bursuc unde este mierea lui,
intrucat el a uitat cu totul ca a ascuns-o?

37. Profesorul de anatomie, care isi examina elevii de o zi si jumadtate, se sculd brusc in
picioare, si il intreba pe elevul cel mai slab, care dormea intotdeauna la ore, unde este
scheletul, si cat ii va lua ingrijitorului sd-1 aduca de pe unde a fost ascuns.

38. De ce considerd, oare, laponii ca este nepoliticos sa intrebi un pinguin cati ani are,
ori cand se va duce cateva zile in Africa?

39. Primarul din Monaco intreba cine a fost omul care a falimentat cAndva banca din
Monte Carlo, iar seful sectiei de politie il intreba, la randul lui, dacd primarul a vizitat
vreodatd banca in ultima vreme, pentru cd, dacd ar fi stat de vorba cu directorul bancii,
ar sti tot ce este de stiut.
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40. A venit vreodata pe balconul tdu pescdarusul care trece zilnic Marea Mediterand in
zbor, ca sd-ti ceard piersici si carti?
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11. The Noun

1. Cati pantaloni de catifea a cumparat greierele de cand croitorul a refuzat sa mai
coasd haine pentru el, deoarece s-a insurat cu furnica, si i s-a interzis sa mai aibad de-a
face cu greierele?

2. Bufnita a cumpadrat sapte costume de haine pentru cei sapte pitici, ceea ce a maniat-
o pe Alba ca Zapada, pentru ca ar fi vrut si ea un costum, dar bufnita nici n-a intrebat-
0.

3. Girafa a refuzat sd-si scoatd al doilea sort pe care-l purta, pentru ca nu voia sa fie
vazutd purtand doar un singur sort.

4. Dacd ciocarlia i-ar fi explicat sergentului de ce era de asteptat ca el sd dea dovada
de patriotism, ma intreb daca sergentul n-ar fi ales sd rdménd bucdtar, si sd moard in
bucdtdrie, curand dupa ce trecea de noudzeci de ani, pentru cé, acolo, cel putin stia ce
face, si chiar inventase o metoda de a scdpa de mirosul de gatit din odaie, care consta
in a purta doi ochelari de soare deodata.

5. I-ar fi dat prin minte sarpelui ca sfantul fusese scos din clubul ingerilor pentru ca
salopeta lui era murdard, iar sfantul n-o mai spalase de cand fusese in viatd, intrucat
fusese militant pentru drepturile animalelor, si se opusese experientelor pe animale
vii, in scopul fabricdrii de detergenti parfumati?

'II

6. ,54 nu te mai vad in ochi!”, a strigat albatrosul, atunci cand vulturul i-a inmanat
compasul (pe care albatrosul l-ar fi folosit ca sd se omoare, daca nu era prea tocit ca
sd-i strdpunga inima), dupd ce vulturul i-a marturisit albatrosului cd nevasta
vulturului face intotdeauna experiente pe musafiri inainte sa pund ea gura pe un fel
nou de mancare pe care-l giteste, ceea ce inseamna ca albatrosul este cobaiul ei inca

de cand s-a imprietenit cu vulturul, pe la varsta de doudzeci si cinci de ani.

7. Ali Baba, al cdrui cantar era mereu defect atunci cand il vizita farmacistul, ii spuse
farmacistului ca doctoriile primejdioase trebuie cantdrite inainte sa le inghiti, drept
care farmacistul a considerat cd trebuie sa-i cumpere cadou un cantar lui Ali Baba, in
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al cdrui pat nu se dormea de sdptdamani de zile, de cand Ali Baba nu mai inghitea
somniferele farmacistului, pentru ca nu le putea cantari el insusi.

8. Daca snobul ar fi fatd in casd, si n-ar fi nimeni dispus sa-i explice intelesul cuvantului
,muncd”, catd vreme credeti cd ar fi snobul in stare sd-si pastreze slujba, daca nu ar
angaja un profesor universitar, care sa-i explice ce se asteaptd de obicei de la o fatd-n
casd?

9. Niciodata in viata lui nu cumpadrase sociologul binoclu, pentru ca se temea ca i l-ar
putea fura borfasii, si, pe ldnga aceasta, n-ar fi suportat sa aibd unul sau mai multe
binocluri, care altfel ar fi putut fi exportate la Praga sau la Monte Carlo.

10. Nici n-apuca bine camila sd ceard sd fie verificati cei cinci clesti exportati din
Elvetia, ca si zbierd detectivul particular ca el are clestele lui, de cand a cazut prada
inundatiei si foametei in Alpi, si cu niciun chip n-o sd se expuna acum la arsuri de
soare doar ca sa verifice cativa clesti in desertul Sahara.

11. De abia refuzase Pinochio sa-si vanda foarfeca de platina, ca il si ruga dirijorul sa
i-o dea cu imprumut, deoarece voia sd-i taie nasul lui Pinochio, pentru a-1 folosi ca
baghetd fermecata.

12. Dacd amanta cantdretului nu ascundea pijamaua cantaretului in cdmard, aceasta
ar fi putut sd fie cumpdratd de o bandd care este specializatd sd stoarcd bani de la
persoane in pozitii importante, amenintand cd le vor dezvailui secretele.

13. De abia inchise somnambulul usa in urma lui, cd balerinul ii si arunca pantalonul
mov pe geam, in speranta cd somnambulul il va imbraca.

14. Nici nu puse soprana bine jos receptorul, cd se si grabi sd-si ascundd cele
treisprezece foarfeci, intrucat intelesese din conversatia cu guvernatorul cd acesta voia
toate foarfecile pentru el.

15. ,Te rog, spune-mi tot!”, il implora spaldtoreasa pe criminal, care habar n-avea ca
ea o sa scoatd de la el tot ce poate, iar apoi o sd dea fuga la politie, ca sa-i avertizeze ca
este narmat si periculos, si ca-si va croi drum cu arma afard din gradina zoologica,
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unde stdtuse ascuns dupa un strut in tot acest timp.

16. Pdianjenul avansa ideea cd n-ar trebui sa se bucure sdracii de izbanda gloatei si de
rdsturnarea guvernului, deoarece in curand se vor vedea din ce in ce mai sdraci, in
vreme ce bogatii vor ajunge din ce in ce mai bogati, si vor cumpadra mereu mai multe

vile cu piscine si gradini.

17. Sperietoarea se plange mereu cd, de sapte ani incoace, familia ei trebuie sd indure
perspectiva deprimantd cd fratele ei mai mare o sa fie pus drac sef in Iad, dar, ca multe
alte familii, au priceput in cele din urma ca de inevitabil nu scapam niciodata.

18. Bogatii au fost trimisi la inchisoare, iar saracii locuiesc in casele lor inca de cand

pasdrile si-au ales un nou presedinte.

19. Staretul era nefericit, pentru ca stirile de la radio vorbeau numai si numai despre
neputinta lui de a repara flautul fermecat, care se desfdcuse in ména lui in clipa cand
incercase sd se foloseasca de el.

20. Conform infomatiilor detinute de ziarist, cantdreata de opera s-ar fi intors din
Olanda de indata ce pisica ei roz a fugit de acasa, daca ar fi avut habar ca, nemaifiind
pisica, barbatul ei va inainta actele pentru divort.

21. Cunostintele de japoneza ale dulgherului erau proaste, dar invatase sa faca mobila
japonezad, care era foarte apreciata la Anvers.

22. Bagajele lui Aladin erau atat de grele incat abia le putea duce, asa ca se hotari sa
scoatd toate cele sapte lampi magice si sd le lase acasa.

23. Omul de stiintd va fi cumparat mobila stramosilor lui pand sa se sinucida
strabunica lui din cauza ca a ramas in urma cu plata chiriei, si-i va ldsa averea ei
fabuloasa laptarului, ca nu cumva acesta sd se planga ca ea nu i-a platit niciodata

nimic.

24. Nici Frumoasa, nici Bestia, nu stiau cd banii pe care 1i au nu ajung, si ca vor trebui
sd munceascd amandoi ca sa-si castige existenta.
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25. Sora lui Barba Albastra l-a sfatuit mereu pe acesta sa fie generos, iar daca Barba
Albastra n-ar fi cerut femeilor de care se indrdgostea sa-i imprumute un milion de lire
panad-n ziua de apoi, ar fi strabunic acum, insa sfaturile surorii lui nu i-au fost de niciun

folos.

26. Dacd nu urla extraterestrul cd temele sunt prea grele pentru el, n-ar fi fost trimis
inapoi pe Mercur, si ar preda acum matematica la Cambridge.

27. A priceput cineva cele trei stiri din cauza carora a cdazut in dizgratie omida la
Societatea Majordomilor, si a fost condamnata sa curete hambarul unui nobil pana ce-
i va cddea acoperisul?

28. Cimpanzeul ar inota chiar acum, daca nu-1 impingea politia pana ce a cazut in
piscind, unde a fost tras la fund de salopeta lui murdara, pe care n-o spalase niciodata
de cadnd cdzuse intr-o bdltoacd de noroi, pe cand incerca s-o convingd pe
privighetoarea de care se indrdgostise sd-1 paraseasca pe cersetorul orb si sd se marite
cuel.

29. Urmasul la tron al imparatului ar fi vrut ca ochelarii lui sa fi fost trimisi de la
Bruxelles, dar fusesera facuti in Brazilia, ceea ce-1 facea sa se simta foarte nefericit.

30. Don Juan s-a méniat grozav atunci cand si-a dat seama ca prietenul lui la catarama
a luat obiceiul sa-i fure pantalonii in fiecare duminicd seara, ca sd se duca la depozitul
care a cdzut in paragind, si sd petreacd noaptea acolo, cu bucdtdreasa, in fan.
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12. Infinitival Constructions

1. Balaurului i-ar fi placut ca printul sa-i fie prieten, insd nu se putea abtine sa fure
printesa.

2. Printul fericit nu putea permite ca pasdrile sa fie concediate, pentru cd acest lucru
nu i se parea corect.

3. Sirena astepta ca marinarul sd se apropie, insd marinarul nu era prost, asa cd a

asteptat si el sa plece sirena.

4. Cenusareasa nu voia sa stie nimeni cad viseaza sa se marite cu un balaur, si nu cu un

prin’,c.

5. Scufita Rosie se astepta ca lupului sd-i para rau pentru ce a facut, insa lupul ii spuse
cd el nu se astepta ca ea sa-1 inteleaga.

6. Se spunea cd Alba ca Zapada a pardsit casa celor sapte pitici, si a plecat intr-o
excursie in jurul lumii.

7. Banuiam ca jucdtorul de sah cduta un calendar atunci cand a fost arestat pentru
uciderea unui sobolan, pe motiv cd acesta il muscase chiar in clipa cand i-a dat prin
minte jucdtorului de sah cd ziua lui va cddea intr-o duminica.

8. Ar fi fost foarte putin probabil ca Degetica sd se marite cu un elefant, dar nu se
astepta nimeni sa se madrite chiar cu un paianjen.

9. Tom Degetel nu voia sa mai fie vreo lupta in padure, pentru cd, ori de cate ori se
lupta un balaur cu un print, el trebuia sa-i fotografieze pe cei doi.

10. Se intampla cd zéna a fost broasca raioasa atunci cand s-a ndscut, si ar putea sa le
invete pe toate broastele raioase din lume cum sa ajunga zane, daca i-ar da cuiva prin
minte s-o roage.
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11. Se pare cd broasca testoasd a uitat cate mari a traversat, iar delfinul s-a oferit sa-i
aducd aminte ceea ce ea nu pare sa-si mai aminteasca.

12. Rédtusca cea uratd a fost vdzuta cd se uitd in oglinda si plange, asa ca toti fluturii

din crang au venit s-o inveseleasca.

13. Piticul de catifea s-a dovedit a fi mai viteaz decat multi altii, pentru cd s-a batut cu
scorpionul in vreme ce toti ceilalti din desert au luat-o la goana.

14. Era de asteptat ca strutul sa se indragosteasca de camila cea albastrd, dar era miop,
asa cd parintii lui i-au dat o pereche de ochelari, ca s-o poatd observa pe camila cea
albastra atunci cand se va intdmpla ca cei doi sd se intalneasca.

15. Se spune cd un cdlut de ciocolatd a fost trimis sa duca miere ursului, cdruia ii place
ciocolata mai mult decat orice pe lume, dar albinele I-au orbit pe urs, iar calutul de
ciocolatd este inca teafdr.

16. Omida bleumarin n-ar vrea sd mai vina o secetd, asa ca cineva ar fi bine s-o ia cAnd
vine vara, si s-o tind intr-o odaie rdcoroasd, pentru ca altfel omida bleumarin nu se va
preschimba niciodatd intr-un fluture bleumarin.

17. Se stia ca melcul a castigat Premiul celei mai lente fiinte, si ar fi fost foarte multumit
de acest premiu, dacd nu-i spunea bufnita ca este atat de lent incat ei ii ajunge sa se
uite la el ca sa simta ca adoarme.

18. Racul pdrea sa locuiascd pe plaja din Monte Carlo de trei sute de ani cand, intr-o
buna zi, pasdrea paradisului veni sa se odihneasca un minut langa el, iar acel minut
dureaza de patru sute de ani.

19. Cand vestea ca Frumoasa din Padurea Adormita s-a trezit din cauza unui cosmar
s-a raspandit in tot regatul, se spune ca printul si-a dat seama ca si-a ratat sansa de a
o salva, si de atunci incoace sufera de o cadere nervoasa.

20. Cartita lenesd n-ar mai vrea sd fie inca o intrunire la Monaco, pentru cd, dupa
fiecare intrunire tinutd acolo, isi pierde cheile la tunelul pe sub Marea Mediterana, si
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trebuie sd petreaca noaptea pe plajd, pana ce descoperd unde-i sunt cheile.
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13. Revision

1. Pe cine va chema Humpty Dumpty, dacd va cddea din stejar, dupa ce se va urca in
el, ndddjduind sa-si gdseasca fratele geamadn in varf?

2. Paldrierul n-ar fi facut atatea paldrii stacojii, daca ar fi stiut cd nu va fi niciodata
platit pentru ele, nu-i asa?

3. Dupa ce va termina ucenicul rotarului de facut ce i-a spus rotarul sd faca acum un
sfert de ord, poate ca va incepe sd lucreze la o piesa de teatru, si, atunci cand o sa afle
dramaturgul, precis ii va fi fricd sd nu-si piardd slujpa de dramaturg regal al

Danemarcei.

4. Cand i-a explicat umoristul, a cdrui nevastd a jucat intr-un film african,
stranepotului lui, ca este adevdrat ce i s-a spus in desertul african, si anume c4, atunci
cand nu exista apd proaspdta si hrand, camilele se pot hrani cu ce au in cocoasa?

5. Se dormise vreodata in patul din odaia cdpcdunului inainte sa-1 prevind vamesul ca
va fi deportat, pentru cd este un trantor, iar contribuabilii nu-si mai pot permite sa-1
hraneasca cu banane si nuci de cocos in fiecare dimineata la crapat de ziua?

6. Veteranul nu pricepea de ce a strigat vaduva la el cd s-a sdturat sa aibd grija de cobaii
lui si cd, dacd nu si-i spald cu mana lui, o sa-i dea ea pe toti motanului ei flamand.

7. Lupul cel mare si rdu le-a anuntat pe animalele din basm ca, dacd nu i se va da
destuld hrand, le va inghiti pe toate.

8. Inainte sa se porneasca lupta, bursucul avusese presimtirea ca liliecii au sa-l
snopeascd in bataie, asa cd o trimisese acasd pe bucdtdreasd, spundndu-i cd, atunci
cand se va intoarce el de la plimbare, precis ca nu va avea chef sa manance.

9. Se asteptau oare cei trei soricei orbi sd li se taie cozile atunci cand s-au intalnit cu
nevasta fermierului, care avea in mana un cutit de bucatarie?
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10. Vrajitoarea cea rea o intrebd pe zdna cea bund daca ar ajuta un fluture sa scape din
panza unui paianjen, daca fluturele ar fi frant inima unei gargarite mai inainte, iar
zana cea buna ar fi fost bucuroasa sa dea un raspuns afirmativ, insd pur si simplu nu
fu in stare sa spund ,, Da”.

11. Omida se gandea cd va fi mult mai fericitd atunci cand se va preface in fluture,
insd, dupa ce acest lucru se intampld, singurul ei gand fu sa gaseasca o fiinta care sa
iubeascd in ea omida de demult.

12. Cea mai frumoasa cdprioard din codru se apropie de urs si-i zise cd, pentru ea, el
este Fat Frumos, si cd vrea ca el sd sd se imbrace si sa se poarte ca Fat Frumos, dar
ursul nu pdru deloc fericit, si-i raspunse: ,Nu te purta cu mine de parca as fi altcineva
decat sunt: dacd ma vrei intr-adevar langa tine, iubeste ursul, nu pe Fat Frumos.”

13. Soarecele il opri intr-o zi pe liliac si-i spuse cd ar fi vrut sd aibd aripi de liliac si sa
zboare pana la lund, iar atunci cand liliacul rdspunse ca ar prefera sa nu aiba aripi, dar
sd poatd trdi la lumina zilei, veni o furnicd al cdrei musuroi fusese strivit de un urs, si
ii privi in tdcere si pe soarece, si pe liliac.

14. Se construiesc circuri in toate cartierele noi ale orasului, iar magicianul, care
mergea adesea la periferie ca sa dea reprezentatii in aer liber, ar prefera sa fi trdit in
Evul Mediu.

15. I se spunea mereu bursucului cd trebuie sd sldbeascd, pentru ca este prea gras, dar
intr-o bund zi cunoscu o balend, care-i spuse ca n-a mai vazut o fiintd asa de chipesa
si supla ca el.

16. Dacd albina si-ar fi vandut toatd mierea, ar fi plecat intr-o excursie in Maroc, nu-i
asa?

17. Céaprioara i-ar fi spus mdgarului cd este doar un cosmar si atat, daca acesta s-ar fi
trezit in toiul noptii, strigand ca o suta unu ursi polari trec in sir indian printr-un degert
de gheatd, indreptandu-se citre locul unde magarul si caprioara locuiau de cand se
ndscusera.
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18. Unde s-ar fi refugiat vanatorul, daca o haitd de lupi flaménzi si cu ochii rosii ar fi
iesit din vizuina, si l-ar fi silit sd-si treacd numele si adresa pe o scrisoare pe care erau
hotarati s-o trimita la Consiliul Europei?

19. Cioara ar fi dat orice sd se madrite cu un porumbel alb, dar vremea trecea, iar ea nu
cunoscuse niciun porumbel atunci cdnd, intr-o buna zi, fu trimisd cu un comision in
Norvegia, unde, in timpul unei nopti foarte lungi, un corb negru ii spuse o mie si una
de povesti, la capatul cdrora se trezi maritata si mama a sapte copii.

20. Daca armasarul cel alb nu-i spunea camilei ca nu se poate insura cu ea pentru ca
are cocoasd, camila n-ar fi plans sapte zile incheiate, iar apoi sarpele, in drumul lui
spre o oazd, n-ar fi gustat din lacrimile ei sdrate, si nu si-ar fi pus in gand s-o faca sa

zambeasca.

21. Ce ar face pilotul dacd avionul lui s-ar ciocni cu un soim in timp ce zboara de la
Bosfor in Noua Zeelanda, si dacd soimul l-ar ruga sa iasa din cabind, si sa-1 ajute sa
zboare pand la cea mai apropiata statie de politie?

7 7

22. Poate ca a fost auzit locotenentul cum scancea cd avea nevoie de whisky, pentru ca
altfel nu va fi in stare sd-i spuna sergentului ca a fost concediat, si, dacd vrea o carierad
militard, sergentul va trebui sd-i ceard scuze colonelului.

23. Doctorul de medicind generald a afirmat cd va accepta postul abia atunci cand
farmacistul, care avea o pravilie vizavi, va fi de acord sd-1 ajute sa afle de ce
stewardesa, care de ani de zile castiga un milion de lire pe lund, a fost pusa pe
neasteptate sd-si petreacd resul vietii la inchisoare, sub acuzatia cd a furat o piramida
in Egipt.

24. Rata salbatica se intreba dacd ratoiul s-ar fi insurat cu ea dacd ea ar fi furat Turnul
Eiffel, ceea ce planuia ea sd faca inca de cand zburase peste Sena, in adolescenta.

25. Directorul scolii ar bea acum la carciuma impreund cu crocodilul, daca directoarea
n-ar pune atatea intrebari care il scot din minti de furie, asa ca tocmai a hotarat ca-si
va da demisia, dacd se intdmpla ca ea sd-i mai adreseze vreo intrebare.
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26. Bibliotecarul n-ar fi strigat la radio ca razboiul din Portugalia trebuie incheiat, daca
n-ar fi baut o sticld de whisky inainte sd mearga sd inregistreze emisiunea.

27. Zidarul l-a amenintat pe instalator cd, de indata ce va ajunge acasd, va termina
salata de fructe pe care le-a trimis-o zarzavagiul, daca ei doi nu cad de acord ca banii
pe care-i vor primi pentru casa pe care o reparau vor fi impartiti in doud parti egale,

iar zarzavagiul nu va primi nimic.

28. Taurul parea sa fi renuntat la obiceiul de a se infuria ori de cate ori vedea un prosop
rosu, iar eu nu mi-as fi dat seama, daca nu l-as fi vazut cd se repede la fusta roz a
logodnicei mele.

29. Pand la momentul cand berbecul il va gasi pe fiul lui de noud ani, soparla il va fi
convins pe bdiat sa citeasca Martin Chuzzlewit, iar bdiatul ii va cere berbecului sa-i
cumpere toate romanele lui Charles Dickens.

30. Va gdsi mielul drumul cdtre mandstire atunci cand oaia il va trimite acolo sa
cumpere tamaie, sau va trebui oaia sa-i comande un taxi?

31. Iepurele de camp ar fi vrut sa nu se fi indragostit niciodata de o omida, pentru c4,
atunci cand ieseau impreund, ea se misca atat de incet incat el adormea intotdeauna
pe drum.

32. Dupad ce rasul a reusit sd se culce, dupa ce muncise saptesprezece ore fard pauzd,
pantera s-a trezit o clipd, si i-a spus cd, inainte de pranz, a trebuit sa inghesuie una
dupad alta sapte intalniri cu leoparzi dungati, iar acum era nauca.

33. Nu era nevoie ca oculistul sa-i potriveasca zebrei ochelari de soare noi, pentru ca
ea nu iesea niciodata din casa: isi petrecea tot timpul in bucdtaria ei nou-noutd, care
fusese prevazuta cu un cuptor cu microunde si cu aer conditionat, toate cumparate de
jaguar, cu care fugise ea de acasa.

34. Pantera isi atinti privirea asupra elefantului, si incepu sa se intrebe cum sé atace,
acum ca elefantul se concentra sd-si curete trompa, si era putin probabil ca acesta sa
riposteze, dacd nu avea o oglinda in care s-o zareasca.
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35. Nevastuica ar fi cumpadrat o barca noud, daca soarecele i-ar fi spus cd vrea sd
meargd la Venetia, sd castige ceva bani ca gondolier pe timpul verii, panad cand vor
putea economisi destul ca sd se mute impreunad la Polul Sud.

36. Popandaul o intrebd pe cartitda cand se va culca in seara aceea, pentru cd el avea
musafiri, si ndddjduia cd ea va adormi inainte sa inceapa ei sa cante din fluier si sa
bata tobele.

37. Cum l-a intrebat nevastuica pe soricar cine este si unde se duce, dacd nu stia limba
lui, si nici el pe a ei?

38. Pana ce pisoiul va descoperi unde este laptele, cainele ciobdnesc il va fi baut pe tot,
iar pisoiul va tanji dupd vremea cand Dumnezeu nu-i ficuse inca pe cdini.

39. Gdina tocmai l-a intrebat pe cainele de paza unde era ieri, cand stapanul lor i-a
invitat la el pe cei sapte pitici la o bere, si de ce a permis cdinele de paza sa intre in
curte ariciul celor sapte pitici, si sd manance toate oudle gdinii.

40. Broasca visa de o mie de ani cd se va preschimba intr-o fiinta inaripata atunci cand

i va veni vremea sd zboare intr-un alt univers.

41. Scoica inota in Marea Mediterand de cand se stia, dar in tot acest timp nu se
deschisese niciodatd, pana ce, intr-o buna zi, vazu un pestisor foarte mic, pe punctul
de a fi inghitit de un peste mai mare, ceea ce o facu sa vrea sa-1 ocroteasca pe pestisor,
fara sd-si dea seama cd, in vreme ce se deschisese ca sa acopere pestisorul, un fir de
nisip se strecurase induntru —si, dupa alta vreme indelungatd, s-a ndscut perla.

42. Sarpele cu clopotei se ascundea in delta Nilului, rusinat de zornaitul care se auzea
de cate ori se misca, si nimeni nu-i acorda nicio atentie pana cand aparu o lebdda, care-
i spuse ca intotdeauna si-a ascuns vocea de altii, si, dupd aceea, cei doi si-au jurat
tdcere pe viata.

43. Incd de cand a inceput caracatita s& se planga ca pestii lor de jucirie nu se vand
bine de luni de zile, cobra tot incearca sd le facd reclama din biroul lor de pe fundul
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Oceanului Indian, si a zburat chiar si la Cairo, ndddjduind sa angajeze o stewardesa
ca secretara.

44. Homarul cu care ti s-a facut cunostinta miercurea trecuta tocmai a venit cu avionul
de pe insula din Pacific unde locuieste de jumatate de veac incoace, si sperd sa petreaca
cateva sdptdmani in tovdrasia prietenilor lui din copilarie, care n-au plecat din
Oceanul Arctic.

45. De cata vreme il apdrd balena pe rechin, care isi iese din fire ori de céte ori i se cere
sd-] pomeneascd in rugdciunile lui pe Santiago, personajul lui Hemingway din
Batranul si marea, pe care l-a lasat fard hrana acelasi rechin acum vreo saptezeci de ani,
pe cand rechinii nu-si ieseau din pepeni din cauza unor astfel de fleacuri?

46. De cand i se pare dificil sd-si concentreze gandurile asupra unui singur lucru mai
mult de sapte secunde soparlei care a avut o operatie pe creier anul trecut de Paste, si
cate contracte cu preotii a pierdut, pentru cd nu se poate concentra asupra cuvintelor
predicii in Vinerea Mare?

47. Melcul, care pretindea pe vremuri cd va avea un castel al lui, locuieste in casa lui
minusculad de cand s-a ndscut, insad, de cand se stie, viseaza cu ochii deschisi.

48. Delfinul 1i explicd pinguinului de jumadtate de ord incoace cd ar fi putut sd aibd o
familie numeroasd, daca s-ar fi insurat cu sora pinguinului atunci cand erau tineri.

49. De treizeci si trei de ani incoace, foca n-a uitat ziua cand l-a cunoscut pe rechin, si
se intreabd, pe de-o parte, dacd acesta ar fi plecat din Marea Balticd, daca ei ar fi avut
mai mult timp sa se cunoasca, iar pe de altd parte, daca s-ar fi casdtorit ei doi in cele
din urmg, si daca ar fi avut copii.

50. Niciodata nu-si inchipuise nurca faptul cd o sd treacd prin lucruri atat de grele ca
momentul cand a fost facuta haind de nurcd, in ciuda faptului ca toate lipitorile din
lac ii prevenisera pe pdrintii ei ca are s-o sfarseasca pe un umeras.

7

51. Nu numai cd vipera striga cat o tineau puterile ca totul este o inscenare, ca n-a furat
nicio picaturd de apa de la camild, intrucat cdmila isi tinea apa in cocoasd, dar a mai si
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cerut sd fie scutitd de un proces in zorii zilei.

52. Cangurul era consultat de psihiatru atunci cand a prezis o iarnd foarte grea, si a
prevenit-o pe sora medicald ca ar fi cazul sd-si verifice tevile de apa din doud-n doua
ore, si, daca ideea o inspaimantd, ar fi bine sd se aldture antilopei, care-si luase tot
avutul si plecase cu avionul in Congo.

53. Camara de la etaj era perchezitionatd de veveritd, care injura in gura mare, ceea ce
l-a facut pe bursuc sd se retragd speriat, si 1-a impiedicat sa fure zarurile dupa care
venise.

54. Dacd s-ar intampla ca porcul mistret sa zbiere ca moare de fricd de cate ori trebuie

sd meargd cu motocicleta, s-ar putea sa i se permita sa mearga la lucru cu bicicleta.

55. De ce a intrebat morsa cine este cdpitanul, si nu stia ea, oare, cd, cu cat pleaca vasul
mai repede din San Francisco, cu atat va fi mai bine pentru toate fiintele care trdiau in

ocean?

56. Traia odatd un urs polar care detesta frigul, si care s-ar fi mutat in Africa, daca
familia lui nu I-ar fi amenintat cd va trimite tuturor ziarelor povestea lui, si toti ursii
din lume il vor dispretui.

57. De ce a intrebat-o catirul pe maimutd unde s-a ndscut, cand a implinit
noudsprezece ani, si dacd ar fi venit la Milano, daca i s-ar fi oferit o slujba la Neapole?

58. Daca s-ar intampla ca cimpanzeul sa vada patruzeci si patru de extraterestri aliati
impotriva lui, este foarte probabil ca el le-ar fura nava spatiald, si ar zbura intr-o alta
galaxie.

59. Hipopotamul ar fi atat de supdrat pe planurile portugheze de a moderniza fundul
oceanului, incat s-ar ascunde intr-o pesterd, si, daca nu l-ar gasi nimeni, si-ar petrece
acolo restul vietii.

60. Atunci cand cocorul o va cunoaste pe gasca salbaticd, vor incepe sd scrie un basm
impreund, si ar castiga o groaza de bani pe el, dacd ar sti englezeste.
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61. Belgianul fagadui cd va emigra in Polonia de indata ce va studia limba polona,
dacd polonezii vor promite cd-i platesc o sutd de mii de euro pe lund, si dacd 1i vor
trimite un bilet de avion de la Bruxelles la Varsovia.

62. Cei trei viethamezi au strigat in gura mare cd nu sunt prea bdtrani pentru a caldtori,
si ca vor zbura cu avionul in Brazilia de indata ce vor implini noudzeci de ani, si vor
folosi o limuzind, pentru ca detestau sa mearga cu transportul in comun, si nu erau in
stare sd mearga pe jos pana la singurul aeroport vietnamez pe care erau dispusi sa-1
foloseasca.

63. Un chinez se mira cd prietenul lui danez a cumpadrat un hidroavion, pentru ca
majoritatea chinezilor considerau cd ar fi mai bine pentru danezi sa foloseascd masini,
ba chiar i-a mérturisit danezului ca se zvonise cd Copenhaga recruteaza soferi chinezi
ca spioni, asa cd el insusi hotdrase cd este mai bine pentru el sa fie spion intr-o masina

danezd, decat chinez in avion.

64. Era bine ca finlandezul sa fi vorbit japoneza atunci cand l-au prins francezii si l-au
inchis, pentru cd se temeau cd armata finlandeza ar putea invada Parisul, si stiau ca
finlandezii fusesera sfatuti sd afle cum izbutea Franta sa-si apere hotarele atat de bine
incat nu le putea nimeni trece daca nu fusese informat Presedintele Frantei in scris cu
doudzeci si patru de ore in prealabil.

65. Nu era nevoie ca francezul sa se ascunda atunci cand a inceput sa tragd arabul,
pentru cd, dacd ar fi fost ranit, arabii l-ar fi dus la cel mai luxos hotel ardbesc, unde ar
fi petrecut Seherazada o mie si una de nopti cu el, pana ce ar fi invatat francezul limba
araba.

66. Olandeza ar prefera ca grecul sa fi studiat esperanto inainte sd se cunoasca ei,
pentru cd, dacd ar fi facut el acest lucru, poate ca cei doi s-ar fi inteles unul pe celdlalt,
si poate chiar ar fi fugit impreuna la Atena.

67. Ar fi mai bine sa fie ldsat in pace italianul, deoarece nu poate vorbi cu nimeni de
cand s-a stabilit in Ungaria, si ar prefera sa i se fi spus inainte sa fi plecat din Torino
ca maghiara este o limba atat de grea.
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68. Arabul voia sd cumpere un aisberg in Norvegia, si se intreba dacd va vrea camila

lui sa traiasca in mijlocul oceanului, si daca-i va multumi cd a scos-o din Degertul
Arabiei.

69. Polonezul ar prefera ca avocatul lui sa-i fi spus cine au fost parintii lui, si unde s-a
nascut, dar, daca l-ar fi intrebat pe avocat dacd 1i va spune adevarul vreodatd, avocatul
si-ar fi dublat onorariul.

70. Suedezul se intreba cand se va intoarce spaniolul in Suedia, intrucat acesta plecase
din Suedia dupa ce devenise cetatean de onoare, cu toate cd i se oferise un castel in
care sd locuiascd, cu conditia sd se se intoarca zilnic acasd inainte de lasarea serii, dar
spaniolului ii era dor de Spania si de teroristii spanioli, cdrora le pldcea la nebunie sa
tragad in cei care se aflau in sdlile de opera la miezul noptii.

71. Dacd turcul isi va scoate fata in oras, va trebui sd promita celor trei neveste ale lui
ca o va aduce inapoi la vreme pentru ora de engleza, altfel cele trei neveste ii vor fura
toti cerceii elvetieni, si n-o sa-i mai vada inapoi decat daca va alerga tot drumul din
Turcia panad in Elvetia.

72. Habar n-avea sacalul cand o sa-i inapoieze dromaderul umbrela, ori daca o sd i-o
aducd vreodata inapoi, si avea in fiecare noapte cosmaruri despre ploi torentiale, ceea
ce-] facea sd se simta sfarsit a doua zi la lucru, si, in consecintd, raimanea mult in urma
cu batutul la masind, in afara de cazul in care scroafa, care i dicta de obicei, nu putea
sa vina la birou.

73. Ariciul nu tinea minte cand i s-a oferit postul de secretar, pentru ca dormise treizeci
si trei de ani dupa ce-si inghitise somniferele, iar, atunci cand s-a sculat din somn, s-a
trezit intrebandu-se daca ar fi cazul, in cele din urmd4, sa se puna pe treabd, oricat ar fi
de tarziu.

74. Liliacul o intrebd pe sora medicala cand o sd aducd un specialist care sd-i dea o a
doua opinie, si nu putu sd nu se intrebe de ce-i rdspunde ea numind ziua cand va
aduce un instalator sa repare chiuveta din salonul lui, de parca nu i s-ar fi spus ca sora
era nu numai distrata, ci si atat de vorbareata incat nici chirurgii nu izbuteau sa se faca
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auziti atunci cand era ea in preajma.

75. Doamna Ciupercd mi-a spus cu gura ei ca ar fi studiat stiintele naturii, daca ar fi
avut destui bani sd mearga la Cambridge, si daca ar fi putut sad intrebe un universitar
daca el insusi s-ar duce la Cambridge, daca ar fi s-o ia de la capat.

76. Renul, care tocmai isi pusese maioul si sortul, scanci cd, daca-i vor fi picioarele asa
de umflate cum se teme el cd ar putea fi dupd ce va face tot drumul pe jos pana la
giuvaergiu si inapoi, n-o sa le mai poata vari in pantofii de lac, fara de care el nu se
apucd niciodata de nimic, pentru cd este foarte superstitios.

77. Cei doi elani gemeni se incdierau zilnic, iar castorul vru sd stie cand vor recunoaste
ei cd motivul este cd au facut datorii, si ca, foarte probabil, vor face necazuri pdrintilor,
dacd nu-i vor madrturisi preotului ca au luat obiceiul foarte neplacut de a scrie sute de
polite.

78. Este cu neputintd ca salamandra sa se fi imprietenit cu berbecul chiar in ziua in
care urma sa-l astepte la gara, pentru simplul motiv ca nu l-a vazut in ziua aceea, cu
toate ca ar fi trebuit sa-1 duca cu masina de la gard la ferma.

79. De ce credeti cd m-a intrebat vidra cine sunt atunci cand am urmarit-o pana la rau,
si am descoperit cd il va traversa de indatd ce va incepe furtuna?

80. Daca barza scapa de musafirii nedoriti inainte sa inceapa sa planga bebelusii pe
care avea de gand sa-i duca familiilor tinere, bufnita n-ar fi aflat niciodatd despre
planul ei de a spori populatia Padmantului, iar ziaristii n-ar astepta acum sa faca
fotografii cu barza care coboard din autobuz cu zece boccelute.
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14. Final Tests
14.1. The Noun

1. Vestea victoriei soparlei era de necrezut, iar broastei testoase nu-i venea sa creada

cd soparla va fi acum regina raului.

2. Dacd informatiile cintezoiului sunt corecte, milionarul era dispus sa imparta
cheltuielile cu un cersetor, si de multa vreme voia sd spund tuturor acest lucru, cand,
in cele din urma, a spus tot ce avea pe suflet in pivnita cintezoiului.

3. Banii albatrosului nu sunt buni de nimic, dacd vrea sa cumpere cerul, si se vede ca
l-a maniat si pe Zeus, dacd a urlat adevarul in gura mare, ca sa-1 auda toti.

4. Ariciul suferd de reumatism, iar sfaturile doctorului au fost sa-1 tinem intr-un pat
cald si sd nu-1 1asam sa faca baie.

5. Cioara inainta in véarstd, si o rugase pe ciocdnitoare sd-i facd rost de fotolii mai
comode si o canapea, dar nu se putea, pentru cd mobilele erau prea scumpe pentru
pasari.

6. Hamalul cdra bagajele ciocarliei de colo pand colo pe peron, nestiind ca este o bomba
in ele, concentrandu-se sd-si aducd aminte regimul corect care sd-1 pund pe picioare
pe majordom dupd ce avusese pojar.

7. Cunostintele de olandeza ale spaniolului erau cam reduse, asa ca a trebuit sa
renunte sd ceard de mancare, cu toate cd murea de foame, si simtea cd este inutil sa-i
ceard ajutor suedezului, pentru cd suedezul nu vorbise toata viata decat limba araba.

8. Gédina vorbea de ore-ntregi despre paduchi si soareci, ca si cum de abia astepta sa-i
vanda la negru.

9. Cocorul il vdzu pe soferul de autobuz cd vinde doua serii de bilete, si se intreba care
dintre cele doua serii este falsa.
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10. Croitorul se intrebd ce s-a intdmplat cu pantalonul pe care l-a cusut, si o ruga
frumos pe modistd sd mearga sd-1 aduca de pe unde este, dar modista raspunse cd a
vdzut doar un sort in camera de aldturi, si adduga ca croitorul o scoate din sarite cu

rugamintile lui.

11. Instalatorul dadu peste salopeta bacanului, o scoase dintr-o cutie de lemn foarte
veche, si incercd s-o imbrace, dar intrd bacanul si chema politia.

12. Un canar s-a repezit in curte, a sdrit la cocos, si, in drumul sdu, ar fi spart singurul
ochelar al brutarului, dacd brutarul n-ar fi tras in el de cateva ori.

13. Pe cand curdta debaraua, zarzavagiul dddu peste doud compase; compasul cel mic
era rosu cu alb, si isi aduse aminte cd I-a cumpadrat cand s-a dus prima oara la scoala.

14. I-au fost luate frizerului toate sculele, in afara de cleste si doua foarfeci, pe cand se
apropia de patruzeci de ani, si, dupd acea intdmplare, n-a mai fost niciodata cum
fusese.

15. Politia il asculta pe mecanic, dar nu le veni sd-si creadd urechilor cand acesta le
spuse cd regele se imbata de douad zile intr-o carciuma din Torino, iar stirea este in
toate ziarele.

16. Cei trei chinezi se tocmeau la pretul orezului de sapte ore, atunci cand elvetianul
a facut o fotografie a pietei chinezesti pentru revista The Times.

17. Doi japonezi, un portughez, trei elvetieni si un vietnamez vorbeau in gura mare,
pe cand regele Arthur, care tocmai cucerise lumea, era atat de emotionat incat pur si
simplu nu putea sd scoatd un sunet.

18. Ceasornicarul se apucad sd repare ceasul fermierului, pentru ca observase cd este
un ceas danez si, cum era el insusi danez, simtea cd nu se face sa-l arunce la gunoi.

19. Un arab care locuieste intr-un sat ardbesc stie precis araba, dar se poate sd-i ia ani
de zile sd-si facd curaj sa ceard o madrire de salariu, pentru cd nu este in stare sa
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rosteascd aceste cuvinte in prezenta sefului lui.

20. Daca se dovedeste ca diagnosticul doctorului este corect, este posibil ca gunoierul
sd fi avut oreion, pojar si rahitism deodatd, cu multd vreme in urmd, si poate ca acesta
a fost motivul pentru care, in jurul varstei de patruzeci de ani, striga ,Scoateti catelul
de aici!” ori de cate ori vedea o umbra pe perete.

21. Arhiepiscopul se trage din parinti olandezi, care l-au invatat toate jocurile de pe
lume —biliard, dame, popice, insd i-au interzis sa faca dus dupa ce si-a vdrsat vin rosu
pe haina.

22. Tinutul era lovit de secetd, si ardta de parca ar fi ars pand n-a mai ramas decat
cenusa, asa incat coafeza n-avea alta solutie decat sa asculte buletinul meteorologic, si
sd astepte ploaia, dacd voia sa facd o cdldtorie in Orientul Mijlociu.

23. Rotarul era atat de distrat incat uita sa-si incuie atelierul, si ii fura furate foalele de
catre croitor, cdruia i se spusese cd au fost nu demult cumpdrate de la targ, dar care
nu-l putuse convinge pe rotar sd-i spuna cine le-a facut.

24. S-au dat binocluri tuturor celor de varstd inaintatd care s-au sculat prost-dispusi,

cu conditia sd promitd cd vor renunta sa fumeze trabuce in timpul meselor.

25. De indata ce gdsi penseta unde o ldsase, croitoreasa isi uitd brusc méahnirea, si isi
recdpdtd buna dispozitie.

26. Intr-o buni zi, cusitoreasa incerci si-si cumpere un cantar: cantarul ei era stricat,
si ar fi vrut ca vanzatorul sd-i dea altul, insd acesta 1i spuse pur si simplu sa se
multumeasca cu cantarul ei, pentru ca este foarte bun, iar cusdtoreasa scrise in jurnalul
ei cd vanzadtorii sunt foarte nepoliticosi atunci cdnd nu este seful lor in preajma.

27. Macelarul ceru ca redactorul sd facd tot ce-i spune el, si avea de gand sa-i taie
redactorului limba cu foarfeca (o ascutise cu mare grija pentru aceastd imprejurare),
dar nu se indura s-o foloseasca atunci caAnd isi ddadu seama ca redactorul este bolnav
si are limba incarcata.

C ONTEMPORARY

L ITERATURE P RESS

http://editura.mttlc.ro
The University of Bucharest. 2015



92

Metoda Lidia Vianu
Smile and Learn! Lidia Vianu

Invigafi regulile. Student la Engleza
Invifai inteligent.

28. Foarfeca cea mare se afla pe masa, iar cizmarul se chinuia s-o repare, cand i-o

smulse ciobanul din man, si o lua la fuga.

29. Bretelele gunoierului erau rosu cu verde, iar femeia cu ziua spuse ca mai bine le
da la vopsit, pentru ca nu se face ca un maturdtor sa poarte aceleasi bretele ca si seful
lui.

30. Casierul tinea foarte mult la lenjeria de flaneld, dar Batranul Marinar il santaja,

spunand ca-i ia toti banii, daca nu i-o dd, ceea ce, in cele din urma, casierul a si facut.

31. Aceastd pijama de matase s-a vandut la negru, pe bani de aur, iar cantareata de
operad si-ar fi cheltuit jumadtate din economii s-o cumpere, dar proprietarul a spus ca

nu ajunge.

32. Se spune cd fata in caséd a fost oaia neagra a familiei, care purta intotdeauna un sort
dungat, nu-l spala niciodata, si o tinea una si buna ca este foarte curat, insa pana in
ziua de azi n-a putut nimeni afla dacd acest lucru chiar este adevarat.

33. Profesorul gasi un pantalon stramt de tricot care apartinea unui dansator, si sugera
cd ar fi putut fi cumpadrati din Ierusalim.

34. Scrie in cartea profesorului universitar cd Evul Mediu era o vreme cand cei cu
sange albastru cdldreau cai pur sdnge si nu erau niciodata melancolici.

35. Soferul de taxi avea o pereche de pantaloni pe care voia s-o vanda, dar nu parea
nimeni sd vrea s-o cumpere.

36. Letopisetul acela prezicea cd, in secolul doudzeci si doi, prietenul la catarama al
soferului de autobuz va ajunge stapanitorul lumii, si este firesc ca soferul de autobuz
a ascuns letopisetul, deoarece il dddea de gol pe prietenul lui.

37. S-a relatat ca giuvaergiul se dusese la arhivd, care se afla nu departe de odaia pe
care o inchiriase: o gdsise intr-o asemena dezordine cd se rdtdcise, si fusese gasit citind
acolo, dupa doua veacuri, de catre femeia de serviciu.
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38. Se spunea ca dramaturgul a gasit o cutie plind cu cenusa verde, care apartinuse
unui sarb in secolul al saptesprezecelea.

39. S-au fdcut strigdrile inainte sd afle avocatul ca viitorul lui ginere era un ucigas cu
sange rece, In care nimeni nu avea incredere, si care, foarte probabil, o va pdrasi pe

fiica lui in ziua nuntii.

40. Pacientul zise ca simte un junghi in mdruntaie, si vru sd i se faca o radiografie, in
vreme ce judecatorul, care stia cd este scrantit, tot murmura pasnic cd-1 va face bine pe
pacient folosind un buchet de flori care emanau un parfum imbatator.

41. Foarfeca se vindea chiar in ziua cand soldatul se intoarse din Liban.

42. Locotenentul i-a spus surorii lui vitrege cd nu stie turca aproape deloc, asa cd nu
are cum s-o invete limba aceea.

43. Burlacul inrdit a intrat in casa dramaturgului, a carei fatadd dadea la stradd, s-a
uitat zorit la zatul cafelei, a oftat din rarunchi, 1-a aratat dramaturgului, si a soptit ca
el prezice o nuntd nesdbuitd si pripita.

44. Testamentul greierului mentiona faptul cd agoniseala lui urmeaza sa fie data
aceluia care le va invdta pe maimutele de la gradina zoologica sa citeascd, asa cd de
atunci incoace nu a cdpdtat nimeni aceastd mostenire.

45. Sergentul nu se putea decide dacd mdruntaiele lui sunt in cap sau in talpi, asa cd,
de cate ori tocana mirosea imbietor a usturoi, incerca s-o miroasd cu picioarele.

46. Citet, Robinson Crusoe scrise despre artificii, care erau distractia salbaticilor, insa
o mare primejdie pentru copii.

47. Redactorul, ale cdrui fonduri erau mult mai putin impresionante decat arborele lui
genealogic, era considerat a fi un om inteligent si un scriitor talentat, in ciuda faptului
cd nu scrisese un rand in toatd viata lui.

48. Marfa pe care o vindea bursucul era mai scumpa decat tot ceea ce vanduse el
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vreodatd.

49. Cameleonul spuse publicului cad bagajul lui este la vama, iar textul prelegerii lui
este in bagaj.

50. Sfaturile inteleptului nu au fost urmate nici pana in ziua de azi.

51. Chirurgul isi priveste publicul, si in cele din urma izbuteste s-o observe pe veverita,
a carei infatisare s-a schimbat mult in bine de cand a operat-o el.

52. Purtarea doctorului era insuportabild, si adeseori el batjocorea numele de fata al
nevestei celui mai bun prieten al lui, de care era indragostit in taind de doi ani si

jumatate.

53. Ovazul este mancat de broaste atunci cand au chef de o calatorie pe Calea Laptelui,
si, cand vor pleca cu o farfurie zburatoare, toatd populatia planetei va sta cu nasul in

televizor, ca s urmareascd decolarea.
54. Mobilele din casa tigrului s-au vandut ieri la o licitatie in Liban.

55. Periferia orasului era atent supravegheatd, iar melcul scapa ca prin urechile acului
dupa ce plecd din inchisoare, unde-si irosise doudzeci de ani din viata.

56. Stewardesa se uitd la zaruri, si pricepu cd a pierdut, si ca va trebui sd pldteasca.

57. Sergentul muri prematur, alunecand pe scard, dupa ce o frecase menajera cu sapun
si ceard, iar nevasta lui spune de atunci tuturor cunoscutilor cd scadrile sunt o
amenintare directa la adresa tuturor vietilor omenesti, asa cad ea prefera sa locuiasca la
parter.

58. Statul major era de partea cealaltd a Tamisei, iar lebada trecu fluviul inot atunci
cand isi dadu seama ca va trebui sa fie acolo inainte de amiaza.

59. Boggdtiile avarului erau atat de impresionante incat veneau pelerini din toatd lumea
sd le vada, dar, cand ajungeau la pesterd, un urias ii inchidea pana ce mureau de
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foame.

60. Joi, marinarul va trebui sd-i dea amiralului toate compasurile pe care le-a inghitit
cdteaua lui, si ar vrea sd se faca invizibil inainte de acea zi.

ULTIMA CERERE PENTRY
IMPRUMUTUL La bomiciLIy
SE LASA LA 16.30
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14.2. The Subjunctive

1. Vanadtorul ceru sd i se spund cand i se va ingddui sd plece peste hotare, ca sd poata

vana liliacul la care viseaza.
2. Ariciul a insistat ca lebdda sa marturiseasca de céte ori a lipsit de acasa.

3. Politistul propuse sa fie iertati hotii, intrucat fusesera foarte absorbiti de munca lor,
si nu se gandiserd ca ar putea fi prinsi asupra faptului.

4. Redactorul sef ceru ca intregul personal sa se abtinad de la comentarii asupra grevei

generale a gunoierilor.

5. Orice-ar fi, paianjenii violet vor trebui sd se organizeze, si sd-si continue planurile
de invadare a spatiului cosmic.

6. Fluturele se poarta ca si cum ar fi nemuritor, si nu indrdzneste nimeni sd-i spund ca
pdianjenul asteaptd sd-1 vada prins in panza lui.

7. Dacd letonului nu i-ar pldcea muzica usoara mai mult decat concertele, ar fi ajuns
pianist.

8. Dacd Aladin ar fi bogat, si ar da brusc faliment, ar trebui sa-si vanda lampa, nu-i
asa?

9. Daca bufnita nu pierdea avionul spre Varsovia, acum ar vorbi limba polona.

10. Dacd cioara nu s-ar fi purtat de parca era regina lumii, liliacul ar fi invitat-o in oras
la o cafea.

11. Dacd Gulliver nu ajungea fantomad la British Museum, probabil cd ar fi si acum in
Lilliput.

12. Regizorul ar vrea ca aceastd piesa sd fie a lui Shakespeare, dar stie precis cd a fost

C ONTEMPORARY

L ITERATURE P RESS

http://editura.mttlc.ro
The University of Bucharest. 2015



97

Metoda Lidia Vianu
Smile and Learn! Lidia Vianu

Invigafi regulile. Student la Engleza
Invifai inteligent.

adaptatd dupa o veche piesd celtd, si o pune in scend doar pentru cd repeta cu o actrita
care a amenintat ca va spune presei despre copilul lui nelegitim, dacad renunta.

13. Daca Gulliver ar fi stiut cat fac doi si cu cinci, nu-1 mai tragea paldrierul pe sfoara.

14. Traiasca matusile nemadritate care nu-si calcd niciodatd cuvantul atunci cand
promit nepotilor lor someri cd au sd mosteneasca milioane de lire!

15. Departe de mine gandul sa-ti stric pldcerea, dar sa stii cd atunci cand l-au facut pe
cersetor calugdr, au profitat de faptul cd cersetorul este surd, mut si orb.

16. Regele s-a uitat lung la cei doi cavaleri care urmau sa se lupte pentru batista unei

tinere, si apoi a spus: , Fie ca cel mai bun sd invinga.”

17. Daca se descoperd cd negustorul a ingelat un client, i se va interzice sd ramana in
oras.

18. Dacd iepurele ar fi aici, le-ar spune acelor autostopisti ca nu este deloc o idee buna
sd Incerce sd sugrume ursul.

19. Orice ai face, suma se ridicd la patru lire, si este putin probabil sa-ti dea cineva mai
mult pe un papagal bdtran, care refuza sa vorbeascd inca de cand a plecat din jungla.

20. Crocodilul nu a spus nimdnui niciodatd ,Sa fii fericit,” pentru cd i se pare o

copildrie sa crezi in fericire.

21. Oricat de buni ar fi fost actorii, cdpitanului nu i-a placut Furtuna lui Shakespeare,
pentru cd a fost prins ca fumeaza in timpul spectacolului, si a trebuit sa pldteasca o
amenda uriasa.

22. Corbul hotdri ca secretara sd rescrie textul, pentru ca facuse mai mult de patruzeci
si patru de greseli de ortografie.

23. I se pdrea firesc istoricului cd Barba Albastra a refuzat sa stea despartit de nevasta
lui, si cd a tinut-o incuiata in pivnita.
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24. Era recomandabil ca primarul Atenei sd permita furnicilor sd-si construiasca o casa
a lor, dacd nu voia ca ele sd invadeze toate bucatariile din oras.

25. Era ciudat ca Jane Eyre a uitat sd pund la cutie scrisoarea in care se plangea reginei
cd nu trece o joie fara sa fie datd afard o guvernanta.

26. Columb a insistat ca aceia care in adolescenta au fost pirati sa inceapa o viatd noua.

27. Fantoma lui Shakespeare a venit la teatru atunci cadnd se punea in scena Hamlet, ca
sd afle cum il cheama pe sufleur.

28. Polonezul invata maghiara, ca nu cumva s fie concediat de directorul celei mai
mari companii din Budapesta.

29. Leopardul francezului se lafdia la soare ca si cum nu-1 ameninta nimic, iar francezul
se gandi in sinea lui cd, daca va face totul ca la carte, declarand primarului din Kéln
cd addposteste un animal periculos, va evita sa aiba neplaceri cu nemtii.

30. Dacd nu i se dddeau soparlei primele cincizeci de pagini ale Bibliei, ar fi fost silita
sd Inceapad la pagina cincizeci si unu, si n-ar fi citit niciodata inceputul.

31. Statuia elefantului chior era imbrdcatd toata in roz de soarele care asfintea, iar
girafa o privea de parca elefantul n-o parasise niciodata.

32. Dacd l-ar asculta spaniolii pe soarecele intelept, precis cd acesta le-ar spune ca
nesdbuinta lor este vecind cu nebunia, pentru cd acceptasera sd se imbarce pe un vapor
care era sortit sd se scufunde inainte sa ajunga ei in Brazilia.

33. Dacé-i spunea Daniel Defoe la telefon lui Robinson Crusoe cd vrea sa-i ceara bani
cu imprumut, Crusoe n-ar fi cazut la invoiald sa se intalneasca cu Defoe la circ.

34. Sobolanul din cabina capitanului ar fi vrut ca destinatia vaporului sa fie Portugalia,
si chiar ii spuse cdpitanului cd au in fatd un viitor strdlucit, nestiind cd se vor ineca
amandoi, cu vapor cu tot, din cauza unui uragan.

C ONTEMPORARY

L ITERATURE P RESS

http://editura.mttlc.ro
The University of Bucharest. 2015



99

Metoda Lidia Vianu
Smile and Learn! Lidia Vianu

Invigafi regulile. Student la Engleza
Invifai inteligent.

35. Bursucul dolofan ar fi vrut sa nu se mai laude strabunicul lui cu stramosii, si sa se
duca sd lucreze pentru o familie bogatd, pentru cd rezervele lor de mancare se

micsoraserd, si in curand aveau sa flamanzeasca.

36. Elvetianul ar fi vrut ca romancierul spaniol sa-I viziteze mai des la el acasd, dar ii
spuse clar ca nu trebuie sa stie nimeni despre conversatiile lor secrete, intrucat
elvetianul era foarte preocupat de locul lui in istoria literaturii elvetiene.

37. Ariciul cel flimand ar prefera sa-si schimbe macelarul cutitul cu unul mai ascutit,
dar tace din gurd, ca nu cumva mdcelarul sa refuze sa-i dea sandvisul cu sunca pe care

l-a comandat ariciul acum zece minute.

38. Castorul ar prefera sa se fi imbolnadvit de friguri galbene decat sa fie invinuit ca s-
a dus la plimbare in timpul predicii de duminica dimineata.

39. Era vremea ca Robin Hood sd-i puna cartile la socoteala nobilului care le
imprumutase si nu le inapoiase pentru cd se imbolndvise de gripa.

40. Era dorinta fierbinte a fluturelui ca cheltuielile lui sa nu depdseasca doud sute de
lire, pentru c4 altfel ar fi trebuit sa ceara ajutor, dacd nu voia ca creditorul sa-l atace cu
sabia.

41. Staturile avocatului au fost ca omida n-ar trebui sd se planga tantarului cd este prea
batrana ca sd mature curtea, pentru cd nici ’;énjcarul nu intinereste.

42. 1 se iInmana cocorului o listd cu toate obiceiurile contelui, ca sd se conformeze
regulilor casei, si fu intrebat daca va cocheta cu fata in casa a contelui, dar cocorul
rdspunse cd nu se uitd la roscate.

43.1s-a parut cat se poate de ciudat eseistului ca personalul unui ziar atat de important
este format doar din doud dactilografe, dar vorbele lui n-au avut nici un efect asupra
redactorului sef: i-au intrat pe o ureche, si i-au iesit pe alta.

44. Ghicitoarea i ceru sefului de garad sa faca tot ce trebuie pentru ca ei sa-i fie comod
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sd meargd cu trenul in ziua cand se dau ceasurile cu o ora inainte.

45. L-ai intrebat pe olandez dacd se va muta la Venetia daca va castiga destui bani
pana cand va iesi la pensie?

46. Libanezul se intreba daca ar fi supravietuit, daca trdia o luna cu orez, si hotari ca
poate ar fi supravietuit, daca ar fi intrat mai intai in transa.

47. Daca crabul n-ar fi vizitat cdindva Monaco, nu i-ar fi dat prin minte ca ar putea
inchiria o camera in Monte Carlo atunci cand va iesi la pensie, si ar putea sa-si petreaca
diminetile pe un balcon ce dddea spre Mediterana, scriind cartea pe care intotdeauna

sperase cd o va scrie.

48. Letonul ar fi vrut ca toate rudele lui sa fie angajate la Hollywood, ca sa ajunga toti
bogati si vestiti.

49. Orice-ar fi, copilul de treisprezece ani nu trebuie sd puna piciorul in preajma scolii,
dacd nu vrea sa fie tarat induntru, si pus sa-si facd temele.

50. Ajunge sd spunem ca sedinta de la Belgrad a decurs bine, si pictorul a fost de acord
sd vandad copia lui dupd Mona Lisa, ca sa castige un ban, si ca nu cumva sa fie acuzat
cd are de gand sd fure originalul, si sd lase in loc tabloul lui.
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14.3. Modal Verbs

1. Zeii l-au prevenit pe dinozaur cd o s-o sfarseasca rau, dacd nu va gdsi o farfurie
zburdtoare, si nu va zbura intr-o altd galaxie.

2. Dacd lituanianul ar pretui cinstea inainte de toate, trebuia sd-i spuna tovarasului lui
adevarul despre faptul cd i-a vandut armaésarul si seaua la targ.

3. Ingdduie-i codobaturii sd-si impinga motocicleta in curtea ta, daca asa vrei, dar nu
te astepta s-o primeasca vreun doctor la urgenta pe codobaturd atunci cand vor
exploda toate minele ingropate acolo.

4.1 s-a spus mdgarului cd n-ar mai trebui sd fie vazut la far, dar, incapatanat cum este,
se prea poate sda nu urmeze acel sfat.

5. Partile acestei usi au fost culese la intamplare dintr-o gramada de vechituri, asa ca
manerul nu se deschide, iar balamalele scartaie ca un desteptdtor care se porneste ori
de cate ori intrd cineva ndscut la New York.

6. Daca Oliver Twist nu a luat la el o hartd, precis cd este in incurcdturd, pentru ca
soseaua are cateva rascruci, si nu exista indicatoare care sa-1 indrepte catre locul unde-
i poate gasi pe hotii de buzunare care i-au jefuit odaia, si au sters-o cu cartea lui de
basme.

7. Precis ca libianul i-a tinut pe toti la distantd, altfel am fi aflat cu totii cd stapaneste
toate deserturile din lume.

8. Vasul reginei, care a ancorat acum, urmeaza s-o duca pe regind in Noua Zeelanda
in curand, insa regele are adesea rau de mare, asa cd preferd sd mearga cu trenul.

9. Catarul meu 1iti std la dispozitie, dar n-ai voie sa dai in el, chiar dacd te scoate din
sdrite incapatanarea lui.

10. Nu era nevoie ca libelula sa stea cinci nopti fara sd doarmd, insd s-a temut ca
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rateaza momentul in care omida se preschimba in fluturele viselor ei.

11. Presedintele muzeului de artd moderna din Florenta nu trebuia sa sasaie atunci
cand a stat corbul de vorba cu el, pentru ca precis corbul a crezut cad presedintele isi
bate joc de faptul ca si-a scos doi dinti din fata.

12. Zarva s-a potolit atunci cand motanul s-a oprit din tors, si a recunoscut ca ar fi
putut sterpeli mustata falsd a urmaritorului sdu, daca ar fi vrut.

13. Nu-i cu putintd ca ceasornicarul sa se fi dus la escrocul acela, pentru ca stia ca
escrocul imprumutd bani numai cu dobandd, insd, daca ne gandim mai bine, precis cd
cei doi aveau un plan secret.

14. Peter Pan mormadi cd poate fostul lui cumnat vinde catifeaua cu un dolar yardul,
dar, nici asa, marfa lui nu ar fi o afacere bung, si, tocmai de aceea, el, Peter Pan, vinde

ziare, pentru ca oamenii sd afle ce se petrece in lume.

15. Poate ca mongolul a gdsit cea mai mare comoara din lume, dar, daca a gdsit-o,
precis cd i-a inmanat-o sefului statului.

16. Cersetorul acela a fost precis violonist in tineretea lui, altfel n-ar canta atat de bine
la vioard atunci cand cerseste la coltul strazii mele.

17. N-ar fi trebuit marocanul sa bea tot sucul de portocale, dacd stia ca cimpanzeul se
va supdra atat de tare, si-1 va snopi in bataie.

18. Este imposibil ca melcul sa-si fi dus masina la reparat, pentru ca ieri mecanicul
striga cd nu poate suferi melcii care se apropie de saptezeci de ani.

19. N-ar fi trebuit ca neo-zeelandezul s-o puna pe servitoare sa-i spele scara atunci
cand ea urma sd serveasca ceaiul in salon.

20. Poate ca omul de stiinta si-a iesit din minti de frica la ideea de a tine regim sever,

dar n-a rostit nicio vorba nelalocul ei.
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21. Trebuie cd delfinul a lucrat mult la inventie, pentru cd nu dd nimeni din intamplare

peste asa ceva, si precis cd-si continud lucrul chiar si in aceasta clipa.

22. Poate cd rata nu va reusi niciodatd sa-1 ceara pe ratoi in casdtorie, dar, orice-ar fi,

va Incerca.

23. Nu era nevoie ca vulturul sa zboare pana la Bruxelles si inapoi, dar a facut-o doar
ca sa dovedeasca tuturor prietenilor lui ca este incd in floarea varstei.

24. Daca se intampld cumva ca fizicianul sd uite formula magicd, este posibil sa nu
descopere secretul tineretii vesnice.

25. Ori de cate ori matematicianul isi ascutea sabia, cunoscutii lui cereau indurare,
inchipuindu-si cd el 1i va ucide pe toti aceia care nu au invatat destuld matematica in
scoala.

26. Lingvistul a asteptat sd se stingd luminile, si apoi a explicat publicului ca a trebuit
sd inventeze o limbd noud, deoarece fusese prea furios ca sd foloseascd vreuna din
limbile pe care le stia deja.

27. Ori de cate ori cumpara fotbalistul cate o scobitoare, pravalia care i-o vindea dadea
faliment, si-i lua locul un supermarket.

28. Precis ca portarul viseaza cu ochii deschisi, dacd el crede cd poate lupta in turnir
pentru femeia visurilor lui, intrucat turnirurile si bataliile nu mai sunt la moda.

29. Adolescentul cu cosuri si gropite pe fatd o fi sosit deja la cocing, si trebuie ca a
observat ca purcelusul lui preferat este schiop pe viata, ceea ce se poate sa-1 fi facut sa-
si piardd mintile de amaraciune.

30. ,,Unde sa-si fi gdsit George Bernard Shaw personajele?”, se intreba biograful, si era
atat de preocupat de ganduri incat, cu toate ca avusese de gand sa falsifice un jurnal
al dramaturgului, pur si simplu uitd de acest lucru.

31. Nu putem sti, dar se poate ca aligatorul s fi fost jignit de vorbele fostei neveste, si

C ONTEMPORARY

L ITERATURE P RESS

http://editura.mttlc.ro
The University of Bucharest. 2015



104

Metoda Lidia Vianu
Smile and Learn! Lidia Vianu

Invigafi regulile. Student la Engleza
Invifai inteligent.

il compatimim cu totii, insd nu se poate sa fi divortat de ea doar pentru atata lucru.

32. N-a putut nimeni sa-l salveze pe Frankenstein de balaur, mai ales dupd ce
Frankenstein a inceput sd iasd cu stranepoata balaurului, de care nici mdcar nu era

indragostit.

33. Se vede cd portarul a adormit, asa cd n-a descuiat usa azi dimineatd, si toti turistii
au pierdut avionul.

34. 5S4 trdiesti pana la o suta de ani!

35. Orice defecte o fi avut Sherlock Holmes, nu mintea, si toatd viata lui a propovaduit

cinstea.

36. La vremea cand toatd lumea era culcatd, paznicul de noapte tinea mortis sa
deschida radioul, si chiar nu vedea de ce si-ar cere scuze pentru fapta lui.

37. Daca poarta din fata n-ar fi incuiata, marinarul n-ar fi trebuit sa strige dupa ajutor,
dar copiii sunt tot copii, si in cele din urma el isi va ierta nepotii ca l-au zavorat
induntru, si au impiedicat familia de aldturi sd-i sard in ajutor.

38. Era bine sd-si fi vandut camila cerceii de aur inainte sa plece din Miinchen cétre
Sahara.

39. Mai bine nu zicea rdtoiul ca Anglia se invecineaza cu Australia, daca intentiona sa
treacd examenul, dar, dupd un pahar de gin, incepuse sa se invarta clasa cu el, si uitase
toata geografia pe care o stia.

40. Postasul a avut o cddere nervoasd, pentru cd i-a spus psihiatrul ca trebuie sa se
tundda o datd pe sdptdmand, si nu cumva sd se vopseascd, dacd nu vrea sa
innebuneasca.

41. Elanul se intrerupse in mijlocul prelegerii, isi privi degetele de la picioare, care erau
goale, isi dddu seama cad trebuie sd-si dea pantofii la reparat, si fugi afara din sala de
conferinte, cumplit de rusinat de infatisarea lui.
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42. Cosarul a rupt logodna, pentru cd logodnica lui i-a cerut sd sard peste un rau, dupa
ce l-a asigurat in repetate randuri cd nu este nevoie sd-si dovedeasca iubirea pentru
ea.

43. Cotofana nu voia sd lase pe nimeni sd-i vada tablourile, pentru ca se temea ca-i vor
fura ideile.

44. Nu era nevoie ca ungurul sd spund publicului ca stramosii lui scoteau cu fierul
rosu ochii tuturor celor pe care-i luau prizonieri in razboi, si-i spanzurau cu funii mai
groase decat gaurile facute in testele lor.

45. Nu putea sd izbucneascd in lacrimi piratul atunci cand i s-a dat vestea— precis a
izbucnit in ras, si bucuria i-a fost luatd drept mahnire.

46. Greierele a visat ca n-o sa mai aiba nevoie de gloante, pentru cad se convertise la
crestinism, si 1i spusese preotul cd n-are voie sa umble cu un pistol incdrcat in buzunar.

47. Este cu putintd sd fi mancat lacusta toate frunzele pe care le pastrase furnica pentru

iarna?

48. Mai bine nu l-ar sfida curcanul pe ambasadorul turc, dacd nu vrea s fie intemnitat
in floarea varstei.

49. Episcopul ar prefera sa fie ale lui toate diamantele care-i trec bijutierului sau prin
mand, insa politia l-a avertizat cd mai bine n-ar pune in aplicare jaful pe care-l

planuieste, intrucat s-ar putea sa ramand in amintirea prietenilor nu ca sfant, ci ca
puscdrias.

50. Iepurele de camp a fdcut tot ce-i stdtea in putere ca sa castige la loterie, si trebuie
ca a fost ingrozitor de dezamagit atunci cand premiul de doud milioane de lire a
revenit unui cersetor orb.
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14.4. Romanian Tenses in English

1. Niciodatd nu mai vazuse cdpitanul curmale asa de putrede de cand era, dar, dandu-
si seama cd echipajul lui mdnédnca din ele de o lunad, ii fu rusine sa se infrupte din
smochinele pe care le cumparase, si le spuse doar cd lui nu-i mai este foame din

frageda copildrie.

2. Faptul ca agrisele se gdsesc la tara se poate afla din paginile oricdrei reviste de

agricultura pe care o citesc toti cei ce vor sa fie buni fermieri.

3. 54 nu mai vad soarecele acela in ochi: a omorat doi pisoi, iar acum fuge de frica

motanului.

4. 53 ma creadd bacanul atat de prost incat sa mananc dudele lui? De parca n-as sti ca
.« . o Ae o . . A v A v X
pisica lui i musca pe toti cei pe care ii adulmeca pe langa casa!

5. Sd fie nucile acestea ale zarzavagiului? Manédnca din ele de ore intregi.

6. Sd rad ori sd plang? Ginerele vanatorului cultiva arahide in taind, pentru cd voia sa-
i facd o surprizd nevestei lui dolofane, insa vandtorul i-a spus fetei unde-si petrece
serile barbatul ei, iar acum ea a méncat toate alunele pe care a reusit sd pund ména.

7.5a fi sperat primarul ca va cumpara tot satul?

8. 54 raman cu tine? Sa plec? Chiar nu inteleg ce vrei de la mine.

9. ,54 plec acasa?”, intreba broasca, stiind ca melcul o va ruga sd stea peste noapte.
10. Ce sa fac eu cu zmeura ta?

11. ,,Ce ma fac, ce md fac?”, se vaicarea curca, in vreme ce-si vopsea mandarinele in
negru.

'II

12. ,Nici nu ma gandesc sa cumpar alune!”, urld majordomul, si adduga cd n-ar vrea
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sd gdseascd proprietdreasa veveritele mancand alune de padure si dandu-se de-a
berbeleacul prin casa ei atat de linistita.

13. ,Eu, sa mdnanc fragi?”, spuse leul ursului.

14. S3-mi faca mie una ca asta! Este drept cd, de cate ori este prost dispus, cumpadra
fursecuri, dar, pand acum, n-a silit si pe altii sd le manance!

15. Sa-1 vada furnica pe vultur, ar muri de frica!

16. Sa fi mancat cocosatul din Anvers branzoaicele acelei fete, nu i-ar fi parut rau s-o
ia de nevasta.

17. Sa-1 vezi pe gascan cum mestecd pandispanul!

18. Sa-1 fi auzit pe uliu cum spune ca-si va scoate definitiv din cap gogosile, si va
manca numai galuste cu fructe cat mai are de trdit!

19. Sa-1 fi vdzut pe arici cum varsa lacrimi peste turta dulce de parca era o icoana!
20. Trebuia s-o implori pe lebadd sa cante!
21. Sa zici ce-ai zice, patiserul din Bruxelles trebuie sa-si manance orezul cu lapte.

22. Sa faci ce-ai face, cofetarul din Constantinopol nu va renunta niciodata sa manance
dulciuri.

23. ,5a ne vedem sdnadtosi,” zise canarul, si dddu pe gat paharul cu suc de lamaie.

24. Sa-ti fi dat hipopotamul o lectie, asa trebuia!

25. 54 tot fie cinci ani de atunci: vulturul stdtea in picioare in bucdtdrie, intr-un costum
la un rand, si sporovdia despre costumul rosu la doud randuri pe care are de gand sa-
| poarte la cununie, pana cand s-a sdturat papagalul de vocea lui pitigaiatd, si i-a spus

vulturului sa mai schimbe placa. Sa fi vazut ce fatd a facut vulturul dupa ce l-a auzit
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pe papagal!

'II

26. ,Fa ce stii si sd nu te-ntorci pand ce nu dai thapoi paltonul paianjenului!”, ii porunci

paunul hotului.

27. Sa stii ca fracul pinguinului este facut din zdrente, dar nu vrea sa recunoasca
pentru cd este mandru.

28. Precis cd hiena a hotdrat sda petreacd noaptea in Koln, si sa zboare maine la
Miinchen.

29. 54 stii ca a cumpdrat cdmasa in carouri de la vreun negustor ambulant, si vrea sa
cred eu ca i-a fost vanduta de cel mai bun croitor din lume.

30. Doar la o intrecere a mincinosilor s-o fi cunoscut tu pe nevasta ta: daca ea n-ar

minti atat de bine, ai fi inca burlac, nu-i asa?
31. S4 fie aceasta casa ta? Aratd ca o ascunzdtoare de iepure.

32. Butonii de la manseta sd fie de vind? Toatd seara de ieri, cAnd maiorul din Cipru i-
a purtat prima oara, i-a facut ochi dulci vréjitoarei, despre care stia de cel putin
jumatate de veac ca este o zgripturoaica hidoasa.

33. S4 fi cumpadrat scamatorul fusta aceea larga? Nevasta lui nu-1 va crede niciodatd,
dacd-i va spune ca este cea mai scumpad fusta din Belgrad.

34. Sa-i fi spus pitigoiul pitulicei ca fusta plisatd o face sa para atat de grasa incat
pitigoiul se cdieste amarnic ca s-a insurat cu ea?

35. Inainte s& apuce porumbita s&-i spuna prepelitei cd vrea stambd, prepelita i-a aritat
un velur scump, si, cum porumbita nu avea atatia bani, se vede cd prepelita si-a luat
marfa si a plecat.

36. N-avea cine sd coasd catifeaua pe care o cumparase gaita, asa ca ea s-a dus la
croitorul regelui, si i-a spus cd se va sinucide, dacd el va refuza s-o ajute, si in cele din
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urmad l-a convins sa-i faca rochia intr-o zi.

37. N-avea cine asculta emisiunile negustorului, asa cd acesta hotdri sd fure un
papagal, si sd-1 pund sd-i invete emisiunile pe dinafard, dar, atunci cand intrd in odaia
nepotului lui pentru a fura pasdrea, bdiatul nu dormea incd, si-1 prinse pe negustor
asupra faptului.

38. Dacd turcul n-ar fi parasit Bosforul, ar inota acum in mare, si poate cd ar fi invatat
si greceste.

39. Daca cei trei japonezi nu s-ar fi mutat la Tokio, n-ar trebui sd pldteasca acum o
chirie atat de mare, si poate chiar ar reusi sa cumpere o casd la tara pentru girafa lor.

40. N-ar plange acum gorila, dacd o luai aseard la teatru, asa cum ii promisesesi.

41. Dacd ar fi zburat pescdrusul intr-un loc numit ,Le Bahia”, acum ar astepta sd se
deschida o fereastra, ca sa se strecoare inauntru si sa ramana acolo de tot.

42. Criminalul care a evadat din cea mai rea inchisoare din Tara Galilor a gasit o slujba,
si traieste acum de parca n-ar fi comis niciodata nicio crimd, de parcd niciodata nu 1-
ar fi santajat pe bursuc.

43. Se zice cd gimnastul din Varsovia s-a dus la bisericd sa-1 vada pe preot, si n-ar fi
facut asa ceva, dacd nu castiga calugdrul premiul pentru gimnasticd pe care sperase

gimnastul sa-1 primeasca.

44. Nu cd nu poate privighetoarea sd cante il necdjeste pe urs: el a vandut bilete pentru
concertul ei, si toate animalele vor cere banii inapoi—iatd ce-1 nelinisteste.

45. Pupdza se prdpddea de ras, in vreme ce broasca si soparla erau ingrozite de
curcubeu.

46. L-o fi blestemat mirele pe primar, daca zici, dar va plati pentru acest lucru.
47. Ar fi fiind aceasta dorinta randunicii? A cerut smantand cu mandarine, si le-am
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comandat, insd nu puteau fi atat de scumpe, daca nu incdrca chelnerul nota de plata.

48. De omorat, nu l-a omorat bufonul din Viena pe pieton; I-a impuscat doar in umar,
ceea ce, desigur, nu trebuia sd facd, avand in vedere ca pietonul era varul lui primar.

49. Nici de hrénit vitele nu era bun ratoiul de pe Tamisa, si voia sa-i spund taranului
de optzeci si cinci de ani de la Capul Bunei Sperante cum sa-si conduca ferma.

50. Turcul i-a spus musafirului: , Citesc, citesc de doud ore incoace”; dar musafirul stia
cd, In tot acest timp, turcul mancase madsline si curmale.
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14.5. Vocabulary Practice I

1. Ursoaica recunoscu cd a fost silitd sa mearga pana la pestera ei cu bicicleta.

2. Lupul nu s-ar fi dus cu camionul la targ, dacd nu-l ameninta vulpea cd-i va fura toti

strugurii.
3. Rasul cdldtorise o zi si o noapte inainte sa-si intdlneasca logodnica.

4. Dihorul trdia impadrdteste de cind mostenise banii tatdlui vitreg, si petrecuse ani de
zile cdlatorind prin India.

5. Nevastuica si-ar fi facut de cap atunci cand era in floarea varstei, dacd n-ar fi fost
silitd s3 viziteze tot felul de locuri.

6. Harciogul era de mult un ghimpe in coasta rotarului, cand pe popanddu incepu sa-
1 obsedeze ideea de a face un pelerinaj cu harciogul la altarul sfantului Ogar, si pornira
amandoi la drum intr-o dimineata de iarna cand se crapa de ziua.

7. Soricarul merse cu autobuzul acela aglomerat, ca sa-1 audd pe ghicitor cum insira
zodiile: Berbec, Taur, Gemeni, Rac, Leu, Fecioara, Balantd, Scorpion, Sagetator,
Capricorn, Vdrsdtor, Pesti.

8. Broasca raioasd, broasca si broasca testoasa incepusera prin a face pe locuitorii unui
ordgel s-o ia la sanatoasa, si, ca sd nu lungim vorba, curdand dupad aceea, toatd tara
flutura drapelul alb, dispusd sa le accepte ca regine, impadrdtese, sau orice voiau ele.

9. Buldogul putea sa-1 sfasie pe sarpe, daca stapanul lui, care-l vdzuse pe cdine sarind
prin gradind, nu distrugea ideea in fasa.

10. O caracatita cu sprancene stufoase iscodea din ochi norii care alunecau in goana
pe cer, incercand sa-si intipareasca formele lor in amintire.

11. Mirele, un rac, purcese la drum in sus pe deal, catre biserica unde nasul lui,
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homarul, care avea sd duca mireasa la altar, frunzarea Biblia, sperand sd gdseasca
hartiile de cinci lire pe care banuia ca le-ar fi ascuns preotul acolo.

12. Soparla zise ca preferd sa mearga lipa-lipa in diligente, in loc sa treaca val-vartej
intr-un nor de praf, dar melcul se declard in favoarea trenurilor rapide, si acesta este
marul discordiei intre ei doi de la o vreme incoace.

13. Cum melcul fdrd casa n-a ezitat sd facd autostopul, el a fost primul care a ajuns la
comoara Olandezului Zburdtor, iar foca, cea care pazea comoara, l-a botezat ,Melcul
cel Iute,” dar, desigur, voia sd spund cu totul altceva.

14. Pe cand trecea in zbor pe sosea, mai iute decat ceilalti alergatori, balena i explica
unei tinere morse care era numai urechi, ca doctorul i-a spus sd slabeasca, si de aceea

s-a apucat sd se antreneze pentru curse.

15. Atunci cand nurcile cantd la cimpoi dupd ureche, lipitorile dau mereu tarcoale
mlastinilor, nerdbddtoare sa le sugd sangele.

16. Cum cobaiul ii facea ochi dulci viperei, se furisarda amandoi in mansarda, temandu-
se cd-i prinde bursucul inainte sd se casdtoreasca.

17. Veverita se planse cd cerbul a facut-o de oaie atunci cAnd a recunoscut de fatd cu
martori cd, pe la treizeci de ani si ceva, se ascundea ca haiduc prin padure.

18. Porcul mistret nici n-a clipit atunci cand a auzit cd armasarul s-a razletit de grup,
si un vrdjitor I-a ajuns din urma, l-a adormit intr-o pestera vrdjitd, si I-a preschimbat
in spiridus.

19. Méanzul ii zicea iepei ca degeaba despica firu-n patru, insa iapa cdlca tantosa pe
ulitd, dand glas dorintei ei de a-1 vedea insurat cu o iapd tandrd, intr-o sutd de feluri
diferite, foarte mandra de toate sinonimele pe care le invatase.

20. Dupa ce i-a spus mdgarului cd este un pungas destrabalat, catarul cu picioare lungi

s-a rdsucit pe calcaie, si a iesit tantos si intepat din cocina.
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21. Tapul intra pe varfuri in odaie, sopti ariciului cateva vorbe, apoi se retrase pasind
usor.

22. Cartita ii insulta pe toti renii din jurul ei, iar apoi, ca si cum nu s-ar fi intamplat

nimic, intra gratios in bisericd, cu pas usor si repede.

23. Un castor de pripas se impiedica de fusta cdmilei si cdzu de-a berbeleacul, si, in
acelasi timp, un mops mic lipdi pe cdrare, urmat de un berbec care inainta leganat, cu

mers de grdsan.

24. Salamandra incercad sd fie politicoasd, dar vidra se apropie de ea cu mersul

crdcdnat, si incepu sd scuipe.

25. O barza trecea cu greu prin tufisurile pand-n brau, iar in urma ei o zbughira o
droaie de gangdnii inspdimantate.

26. Cocorul si corbul se agitau de zor, adunand bucdtele de sfoara si hartie, incercand
sa facd pivnita sd arate curatd, intrucat foarte curdnd urma sa soseasca co’,cofana.

27. Cateva codobaturi alergau care-ncotro, pentru cd gaita amenintase sd le dea in
vileag ndzbatiile din tinerete.

28. Gansacul o zbughi din cotet, sdsaind ca era revoltdtor ca au decernat premiul
pentru cantat mierlei, cand el era mult mai talentat decat ea.

29. Delfinul incerca sa-1 invete pe melc sd inoate, iar melcul promise ca-1 va invata pe
delfin sa alerge.

30. Sarpele se tari pand la cuibul cocorului, naddjduind sa-1 facd sa plece de fric4, si sa-
i fure oudle.
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14.6. Vocabulary practice II

1. Un individ cu nasul carn si altul cu nasul turtit bateau cimitirul in lung si-n lat, cu
pas mic si nervos, stand de vorba cu duhul chirurgului.

2. Gondolierul cu nas lung il impinge intotdeauna pe cel cu care vorbeste, ca sa se
asigure cd este ascultat cu atentie.

3. Cinci politai bagaciosi, cu nasuri coroiate, borcanate ori ascutite, il condusera in
formatie pe nevinovat la casa procurorului general, in Belgia.

4. Sapte bursuci, ale cdror buze de sus si de jos erau pecetluite cu un plasture, au intrat
unul cate unul in coliba sefului, si au iesit din ea cu buzele uscate si stranse, dupd ce

au madrturisit ce au facut in Etiopia.

5. Un tinerel cu buze groase strabdtea nervos holul de la intrare cu gura intredeschiss,
atent sd nu rosteascd vreun cuvant injurios, ca nu cumva hamalul surdo-mut sa-i

citeascd pe buze ce se petrece in mintea lui.

6. Doctorul din Neapole ii spuse cu vocea lui groasa gorilei cd pielea ei asprd se poate
vindeca hoindrind pe strdzi pustii in miez de noapte.

7. Rata siratoiul se plimbau agale pe o ulitda din Ungaria, rdatoiul —cu picioare ca betele,
iar rata —cu picioare superbe, lungi si zvelte, trasa prin inel si subtire imbréacatd, si se
tocmeau la pretul orzului cu voci pitigaiate.

8. Calul tropdia agale aldturi de vizitiul cu buza de iepure si o expresie sumbrd, si
colindard in soare pana ce fata smeada a vizitiului se umplu de pistrui.

9. David Copperfield cutreiera de ani de zile, incercand sa afle un om cu o figura
deschisd ca a tatalui lui, dar nu se asteptase ca acesta sd aiba o mutrd ldtareatd si doi
canini lipsa.

10. Daca vei colinda magazinele pana la ora inchiderii, ai sa dai peste o multime de
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judecatori cu fata ca o lund plind, dar sa nu cumva sd spui ,,Ce mutra!” inainte sa te

declare nevinovat, dacd nu vrei sd ajungi sclav la mina de sare.

11. Cand cei trei prieteni s-au rdtdcit unul de altul, eseistul ardta normal, dar dupa
operatia pe care i-au facut-o extraterestrii intr-o pesterd, s-a intors plin de cosuri ca un
adolescent, si a scris o scrisoare de dragoste de cum a pus piciorul in dormitor.

12. Grafologul strabatea Calcutta de la un cap la altul in fiecare dimineatd, de cum se
crdpa de ziud, urmat de o trupa de maimute, care cu frunti inalte, care cu frunti tesite,
inguste ori boltite, toate din cale afard de preocupate de soarta omenirii intr-un
univers care se stinge.

13. Unul dintre cei ce cdldtoreau cu autobuzul puscdriasului cdtre Polonia era surdo-
mut, , altul era fudul de o ureche, altul chior, doi erau schilozi, cinci erau schiopi si
sonticdiau de colo colo in cautare de locuri, cativa erau ghebosi si aveau cocoase moi
si rotunde, pana si soferul era ciung, avea un ochi de sticld si un picior de lemn.

14. Pe cand conducea locomotiva, iepurele isi apdra timpanele tragandu-se de lobul
urechilor asa de des incét, atunci cdnd a iesit la pensie, avea urechea dreapta clapauga
si cea stanga de madgar, si pe amandoud le ciulea ori de cate ori venea vorba de sine.

15. Cand s-a imbarcat strutul in Portugalia pentru Polul Nord, isi tot numara
7

pleoapele, genele, sprancenele, globurile ochilor si caninii, ca sd nu uite cumva sd se

spele pe fatd, si sa se trezeasca intr-o dimineata cu urcioare.

16. Ochii bulbucati ai soimului erau asa de injectati incat oftalmologul l-a transportat
in graba cu avionul la Moscova, ca sd nu se strangd pana la mdrimea unor ochi de
pisica.

17. Pe cand plutea avionul pe cer, pilotul din Copenhaga isi cerceta in geam albul si
coada ochiului, pipaindu-si pometii proeminenti, dezgolindu-si molarii, ciupindu-si
falca, mangaindu-si gusa plina de gropite.

18. Roscovanul schia in Balcani; aluneca de mai multd vreme in jos pe pantd, claia lui
de par rosu carliontat sfidand parul aspru si rar al celorlalti schiori, care il ascundeau
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cu grija sub cdciuli de bland, ca sd nu le cada.

19. Cu obrajii supti, zbarcitd, adusa din spate, contesa intra maiestuos in sala de
concert de la Florenta, urmarind-o pe nepoata ei, care, cu talia ei de viespe, se putea

strecura si printr-o crapaturd in zid.

20. Pe cand se tara sarpele pe trotuar, ceafa ii parea anchilozata, iar decolteul 1i era
pdros rdu. Piticului i se usca gatlejul, gatul lui de lebada incepu sd tremure, si isi pipai
beregata cu teama.

21. Vulturul se uita pe geamul mansardei neincalzite cand, cu degetele de la picioare
inghetate, aluneca si-si fractura soldul, dupa ce o observase pe bibilica inaintand cu
greu prin zapada neumblata.

22. Pe porumbelul célator il dureau coapsele, pentru ca urcase si coborase apdasat
scdrile de mai multe ori, si se simtea de parca ar fi trecut cu truda degertul.

23. Gugustiucul isi tarsaia papucii, oblojindu-si inelarul, in vreme ce impingea jucdria
cu aratdtorul, pand cand aceasta se tari mai incolo pe drum.

24. Dupd ce uriasul care venea din Marea Caraibelor se impiedicd de un munte,
frangandu-si mijlociul si degetul mic de la ambele maini, cateva potarnichi speriate
iesird clatinandu-se din tufis, cu varfurile degetelor manjite cu vopsea rosie.

25. Pe cand iesea din carciuma clatinandu-se, betivul isi tot ardta pumnii care-i
tremurau unui sturz care inainta leganat, trosnindu-si degetele noduroase.

26. De frica mainii grele a stapanului, catelusul o rupse la fugd, plangand cu sughituri,
si gandindu-se in sinea lui ca o sd se ia la intrecere cu stapanul pana la capatul lumii,
si 0 sd se intoarcd singur, dacd omul o sa-1 mai palmuiasca vreodata.

27. Trei pompieri cu mainile-n solduri navalira in dormitorul actritei, dar, vazandu-i
ridurile si cearcanele din jurul ochilor, se ndpustira glont afara din odaie in clipa
urmadtoare, si, dacd n-ar fi fost destul de iuti, s-ar fi putut ciocni de agentul ei, care
tocmai se intorsese din Liban.
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28. Soimul era adolescent, si-i pldcea sd dea in minge cu piciorul si s-o vadd cum salta,
dar intr-o zi sdri peste un sant pe cand se juca, si ii cdzu barba pe care nu si-o rasese
niciodata.

29. Ariciul se strecura strans lipit de zidurile gradinii, cind se impiedica de el un
sergent: sergentul se lovi la glezne, dupa care incepu sa strige cd ariciul tocmai acest
lucru il asteptase, si mai adduga ca rdzbunarea lui va fi cd-1 va gadila pe arici la calcaie
si-n talpi.

30. Gingiile turturelei sdngerau, iar ea se gandi cd este din cauzd cd, in urma cu cinci
ani, isi croise drum cu pusca afara dintr-o cafenea din Luxemburg.
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14.7. Infinitive, —ing

1. Ciubotica cucului isi aminteste cd i-a spus ciulinului cd trebuie sa tina minte sa se
duca la coafor, pentru ca bigudiurile il faceau sa arate ca o sperietoare, iar ciubotica
cucului nu voia sa-i imprumute fierul de ondulat al surorii ei, pentru ca surorii ei i

era fricd de matreatd.

2. Dacd canepa nu voia ca clopotelul sa foloseasca casca ei, nu trebuia sa ascunda
foenul atunci cand clopotelul se spdla pe cap.
7

3. Dupa ce crinul si-a examinat subsuoara stanga in oglindd, sora lui l-a prevenit sa nu
intarzie la petrecere, intrucat o sa-i incdtuseze incheieturile mainilor si gleznele atunci

cand va veni.

4. Dupa ce buricul baiatului fu inlocuit cu rotula, si cAnd anuntara cd operatia a reusit,
mama — o crizantemd — izbucni in plans, si spuse cd se asteptase la ce este mai rdu, desi

incercaserd s-o convingd cd nu va fi niciun pericol.

5. Daca se urmadrea ca garoafa sd stie ca ceafa melcului este roz, melcul nu trebuia sa-
si arate omoplatii dupa ce i-a tatuat cu cerneald verzuie.

6. Ghiocelul voia sa-si vada omusorul, si le ruga pe galbenele sa-1 ajute sa-1 scoata afara
cu varful degetelor, dar ele habar n-aveau daca o sd izbuteasca s-o facd, asa cd ii puserd
un ac cu gamadlie sub talpa dreaptd, si, atunci cand acul i se infipse in cdlcai, ghiocelul
lesind de durere, uitand ce incerca sd faca de o jumatate de ora.

7. lasomia se cdind cd are toate coastele rupte, si afirma cd n-ar mai vrea sa fie incd un
razboi, deoarece, dacd razboiul acesta ii ldsase mdcar sira spindrii intreagd, urmatorul
razboi ii va distruge probabil toate oasele nevdtamate pe care le are.

8. Bronsita inului era ceva mai bine, si nu voia sd se iste discutii in contradictoriu
despre sandtatea lui, asa cd a amenintat cd o sd se molipseasca cu orice pret de véarsat
negru, si o sa-i contamineze pe toti, dar laleaua cea sceptica si-a batut joc de el, zicand
cd varicela este cel mai rdu lucru de care s-ar putea el molipsi.
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9. Levantica presupuse ca lacramioara este nevinovatd, intrucat stia ca suferd de guta
si hepatita, si nu si-ar fi putut inchipui nici in ruptul capului cad aceasta va izbuti sa
stea ascunsa cateva luni dupa rdpire, fard sa-si ia doctoriile.

10. Liliacul dovedi cd macul greseste atunci cand se crede sdndtos, si-1 convinse cd este
bolnav de stomac, ficat, inimd si plamani.

11. Dupa ce am terminat mancarea ramasa de la cdine, am remarcat ca stapanul lui
este foarte neprietenos cu mine, si mi-am dat seama ca precis astepta sa vada daca am
sa mor, fie de malarie, fie de ciuma.

12. Margareta avea pneumonie, si i-au dat doctorii de scarlatind. Este drept cad a
supravietuit, dar eu tot cred cd a fost o greseald grava.

13. Dacad madcesul ar fi rostit cuvantul ,insolatie”, poate ca muscata l-ar fi considerat
un doctor bun, cu toate cd nu fusese in stare s-o vindece de amigdalitd. Poate cineva
sd nege cd asa au stat lucrurile?

14. Se stia ca predicatorul a fost spion, asa cd, atunci cdnd facu tuse mdgdreasca,
chirurgul se prefdcu ca nu recunoaste boala, spuse ca o socoteste apendicitd, si il opera
in aceeasi zi.

15. Se stia ca inteleptul a suferit de astm atunci cind avea aproape treizeci de ani, si,
atunci cand s-a imbolnavit de holerd, toti si-au inchipuit cd nu este nimic grav, si l-au
trimis la biblioteca.

16. Liber cugetdtorul gandi cd nu este bine sa-si vanda timpanele si gingiile, si n-ar
mai fi rdmas in salon nicio clipd in plus, daca n-ar fi fost legat de targd, lucru facut de
doctor cu intelepciune pe cand asteptau impreuna salvarea in cabinet.

17. Cand printesa il vdzu pe sclav cd furd cosul de paine, se duse sa-i spuna
imparatului, dar bucdtarul nu vru s-o lase pe printesd sa intre daca nu aduce fundul
de tdiat paine ca dovada, pentru ca bucdtarul pretinse cd el insusi a urmadrit-o pe
printesd cum se uitd lung la sclav pe cand acesta furd, si a observat cd ea nu misca
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niciun deget.

18. Nufarul auzi cum linge pisica untiera, si cum cantd menajera la cimpoi, si, dupa
ce-si sparse serviciul de masd de portelan incercand sa le inchida gura la amandoua,
renuntd, si se duse la psihiatru, negasind altceva mai bun de facut.

19. Floarea de nu-ma-uita o sd-i facd pe socrii tdi sd vanda ibricul de cafea de argint
inainte sd ajungi tu acasd, asa cd, sa fiu eu in locul tdu, as renunta sa cotrobai prin

carciumd dupad tirbuson, si m-as duce acasa.

20. Veveritei ii pldcea ca tacamurile ei sa arate curate, si, dupa ce aduse apa fierbinte
in carafa, dupad ce-si sterse farfuriile intinse, se apuca sa frece furculitele, lingurile si

linguritele cu scrum de tigara din scrumierd si cu cenusa din camin.

21. Panseluta o informa pe petunie cd, de indata ce se va repara piciorul paharului ei,
va lua pocalul si ulciorul doicii ei, si va fugi cu ele, drept rdzbunare.

22. Stanjenelul o gasi pe zambild amenintandu-si angajatii cu un polonic si o solnitd,
si zbierand cat o tineau bdierile ca vor fi aduse in curand farfurioarele, si, atunci cand
va sosi camionul, acesta nu trebuie facut sd astepte.

23. Toate servetele acelea o trimiserd pe nevastuica cu gandul la castronul de sups, si,
dacd nu-i dddea soparla o zaharnita ca amintire, poate ca nevastuica ar visa si acum la
supa fierbinte pe care n-a mai mancat-o din frageda copildrie.

24. Dupad ce o sd mdnance liliacul felia de paine, trebuie sa-i dea mierlei prédjitorul, si
sd nu-1 mai foloseasca niciodatd, ori va fi pus sa mature firimituri toata viata.

25. Trestia porni motorul dand drumul unei bucati de zahar in acumulator, iar cand,
dupa cateva secunde, masina fdcu iar o panad, se apuca sa toarne un ou crud in motor,
si tot murmura, ,Cat?”, desi era evident ca bietul motor era prea infuriat ca sa
raspunda.

26. De indata ce liliacul va manca doud oud moi si unul tare de dimineatd, cu siguranta
ca o sd pund lucrurile pe roate, daca nu cumva se razgandeste, si poate va vrea ca
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bucatarul sa-i dea fie jumari, fie ochiuri, ceea ce l-ar face pe liliac sa dea gres in tot ce
va intreprinde de vineri intr-o saptamana.

27. Floarea soarelui locuia acolo in casd din adolescentd, dar acum casa era de inchiriat,
si, ea neputand plati chiria, floarea soarelui incerca sd se foloseasca de magie, asa cd il
puse pe majordom sa-i aducad un ou proaspat, desparti albusul de galbenus si-1 puse
pe iepure sd manance coaja.

28. Nu ne asteaptd nimic bun: dupa ce cactusul o sa infulece cartofii copti fierbinti, s-
ar putea sd ceara cartofi pai, si, dacd margdritarul ii va da piure, se poate sd nu-1 mai
vedem pe niciunul dintre ei in viata.

. A ? 7 A v A , v A . . . . A [ A
29. ,Catface?” intrebd gandacul, numarand firimiturile de paine alba pe care le manca
de doud sdptamani in celula in care fusese incuiat.

30. Nu este pdpadia de vina ca fiul ei vitreg a mancat coaja painii de secard. Daca ar fi
stiut cd painea este veche, ar fi aruncat-o ea, dar crezuse cd este proaspata.

31. Degeaba 1i dddeam cioarei chifle si covrigi: nu voia sa inghita nimic decat carne —
indbusitd, la gratar, ori tocatd —si zise cd va manca din mancarea noastra atunci cand
o sd fie in ea niste carne de miel, oaie, pasare, porc, vaca, vanat ori vitel.

32. Castorul isi dadu seama cd n-are rost sa se poarte ca si cum n-ar fi baut lapte acru
de cand se stie, asa ca pur si simplu zise cd ar prefera lapte batut, pentru ca-i placea
mai mult, fie virsat, fie la sticla.

33. Ii venea greu mierlei sa trdiasca din branza de oaie, pe care n-o putea suferi, dar
canarul stia cd, de indatd ce-i va cumpadra svaiter, mierla se va uita la el de parca ar
incerca s-o otrdveasca.

34. Pdianjenul va fi gdtit langusta pana cand se va marita gargdrita cu el, dar a spus cd
se va bizui pe noi sa nu-i spunem gargaritei nimic despre langusta, ca nu cumva ea s-
o mdnance, si sa fie preschimbata in broasca raioasa.

35. Matraguna ar fi contat pe cucutd sa-i gdteascd tiparul, daca nu i se spunea ca
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homarul ar fi o hrand mult mai sandtoasa pentru o planta.

36. ledera facu vant farfuriei pe tejghea, si facu semn din cap sd i se umple iar cu
scrumbie si stridii, ca nu cumva sd le mancam noi pe toate inainte sa apuce ea sa se

sature.

37. De cum se trezi, cedrul descoperi casa in fldcari, stiuca facutd scrum, iar somonul
mancat de pisoi, si de doud ore se tot smiorcdie, pentru cd nici macar n-a gustat pestele.

38. Taurul se uita la somn de parcéd ar fi fost cumpadrat cu secole in urma, pe cand
crevetele era ieftin ca pdstravul, si cdnd orice negustor de peste vindea nisetru.

39. Nu cumva se-ntampld sa stie ciresul amar cdnd va manca bucatarul saldaul?

40. ,,Ai mancat cumva cegd?”, il intreba corcodusul pe curmal deundzi, cand s-au
intalnit la restaurant, si au comandat amandoi peste umplut cu zahdr tos pe deasupra.

41. Daca racului ii va pldcea concertul, cocorul are sd-i aducd aminte de sparanghelul
pe care-1 vor fi gatit socrii lui inainte ca racul sd se intoarcd acasd, si, intrucat racul stie
ca va trebui sa-1 manance, este foarte posibil ca el sd uite de muzica si sa plece din oras
de tot.

42. Se pare ca dinozaurul a observat ca delfinul ascunde sacul cu fasole verde, si era
gata sd gdteascd sfecld in locul fasolei, sperand ca o sd ne placd mai mult decat
conopida pe care ar fi gatit-o unchiul lui, daca ar fi fost acasa.

43. Urma ca gutuia si ienupdrul sa se fi casatorit de indatd ce va ménca ienuparul un
amestec de telind, vanata, marar, hrean, leustean si patrunjel, si din aceastd cauza a
rdmas ienupdrul burlac.

44. Supa pe care o mancaserd la carciumd fusese pregatitd din mazdre, dovleac,
ridiche, spanac, gulie si praz, dar balaurul avea sd afle acest lucru mult mai incolo,
cand i spuserd la spital ca n-are nimic la stomac, insa se prea poate sa dea ortul popii,
dacd mai pune in gurd supa aceea.
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45. Se spunea cd palmierul a numaérat o mie o sutd de ardei grasi in gradina lui, si a
fost vdzut cum ii vinde, si cumpdra migdale pentru capra.

46. Mdgarul s-ar fi oprit sa cumpere afine, dacd leul care pazea satul ar fi incetat sa-1
fugareasca.

47. Faptul ca a mancat stafide a facut-o pe libeluld atat de inteligentd incat a absolvit
facultatea de engleza in doua luni.

48. Noul medicament pe care-1lua l-a facut pe vultur sa le vada pe cele trei furnici fara
sd-si pund ochelarii.

49. Rama s-a oprit din citit, si a iesit la plimbare.

50. Musca a fost vazutd ca mananca o paine, si bea o sticld de bere.
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14.8. Vocabulary Practice III

1. Poate ca viespea clipea pentru cd avea ochii plini de lacrimi, dar n-ar fi trebuit sa-si
ia ochii de la fluture, dacd voia sa-1 impresioneze.

2. Dacéd nu te holbai la médscariciul care-i facea cu ochiul reginei, n-ar fi observat nimeni
cd regizorul, care trdgea cu coada ochiului de dupa cortind, ridica din sprancene si
mormadia un descantec.

3. Dacd lacusta nu m-ar fi privit fix in ochi in clipa cand i-am spus cd ma asteptam ca
ea sd se opund atunci cand va afla cd va fi legatd la ochi inainte sa ajunga la granitd,
nu mi-as fi dat ochii peste cap.

4. Nu este cu putintd sa-si fi plecat elanul ochii, si sa-i fi tinut pironiti in pamant, in
vreme ce-] priveai cu coada ochiului, pentru cd mi-a spus mai apoi cd a vazut-o pe
nevasta ta cum face cu ochiul unui cersetor care se sterge la ochi.

5. Ochii leului ar fi aruncat fulgere, iar soparla ar fi trebuit sa-si pund palma streasina
la ochi, dacad nu voia sa orbeascd, in cazul in care le-ai fi spus ca i-ai vazut pe amandoi
acoperindu-si ochii cu amandoud mainile, si plangand din cauza dansatoarei din
buric.

6. Este ciudat cd homarul a cdscat, iar apoi si-a tinut rasuflarea, atunci cand i-ai spus
cd tocmai ai vazut cum ii tremura buzele de frica.

7. Bdcanul ranjea, zarzavagiul plangea cu sughituri, fiica vitregd a rotarului sughita si
gemea, in vreme ce biciclistul, care stdtuse toatd vremea cu gura stransd, se porni
dintr-odata sa sufle greu si sd tuseascd, scotand limba si muscand-o in acelasi timp,
muscandu-si cu furie amandoua buzele, si aceasta dura pana ce biciclistul incepu sa
gafaie, isi linse buzele, scoase un fluierat scurt, si se calmad, holbandu-se la bicicleta pe
care o dregea.

8. Vdzand fata imbujorata a maimutei, cimpanzeul se inrosi, isi ascunse capul in fusta
ei, iar maimuta s-ar fi inrosit pana-n varful urechilor atunci cand el a inceput mai intai
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sd-si frece, apoi sd-si steargd nasul cu sortul ei, dacd n-o apuca un acces de tuse care o
facu sa-si sufle si nasul.

9. Cand il palmui salcia plangdtoare pe padurar, acestuia i se urcd sangele la cap, si
incepu sd scanceascd, zicand cd va trebui sd-si scoatd un dinte, pentru cd nu se mai
poate spala pe dinti, deoarece il dor gingiile, si, tot timpul cat vorbise padurarul, salcia
plangatoare scrasnise din dinti, iar apoi l-a intrerupt in cele din urma, zicand ca asa-i
trebuie, nu trebuia sa se scobeasca in dinti.

10. Ii clantanisera dintii cartitei toata vremea cat o mangaiase primarul sub barbie, dar,
de indata ce acesta incepu sd se scarpine nedumerit in cap, cartita ridica dispretuitoare
din cap, si-si trecu degetele prin par, de parca i-ar fi soptit cineva bland la ureche ca

primarului ii este frica de ea.

11. Pdunul zambi atunci cand fetita s-a aruncat de gatul lui, iar varul de-al doilea al
pdunului era cu ochii pe ei din spatele stejarului, dregandu-si vocea si stergandu-si
mainile pe sort, nerdbdator sa inceapd sa aplaude.

12. Puteai sd-i faci semn soarecelui sd plece atunci cand l-ai zdrit, cu mainile
impreunate a rugdciune, ingenuncheat in fata vagabondului care-si trosnea degetele,
si-i tot facea semn cu ména sa se dea intr-o parte, dar te-ai plimbat mai departe
netulburat, cu mainile la spate, in vreme ce politistul, care avea de gand sa-i aresteze
pe amandoi pentru purtare necuviincioasd, stranse pumnul, apoi pocni din degete ca
sd atragd atentia tuturor, iar in cele din urma isi duse mainile palnie la gurd, chemand
si alti politisti sa vind sa vada scena.

13. Dac4, in loc sd ma lovesti peste maini, ma bateai prieteneste pe umar si-mi intindeai
mana, as fi incetat sa-mi frang mainile in vreme ce ea sedea cu mainile in poald, iar
bucataria ardea.

14. Poate ca ulmul ii trimitea bezele migdalului pe cand pleca trenul, dar ce rost are sa
dai cu pumnul in maséa cand afli acest lucru?

15. In vreme ce ghicitorul ii citea guvernantei in palma, observa ca unghiile ei sunt
roase pand-n carne, iar podul palmei ei este aspru, ceea ce-1 facu sa-si spuna cd n-o sa
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incerce niciodatd s-o ciupeasca de dosul palmei, ca nu cumva sa inceapa sa-1 gadile si
sa-1 impunga cu cotul, in speranta ca-1 va face sa-i zambeasca.

16. I-am spus sd stea drept in scaun, ca sa-i ard una in spate atunci cand incepe sa-si
baldbaneascd picioarele, dar a ghicit ce pun la cale, s-a mutat de pe un picior pe altul,
s-a ldsat pe vine, si apoi s-a chircit de tot, ca si cum incerca sa se faca nevazut.

17. Castanul a insistat sa stau cu ochii pe tine cat faci autostopul, pentru ca i se parea
cad de cinci zile esti tot pe drum, si spera cd o sa te saturi sd cutreieri tara-n lung si-n
lat, si atunci o sd te pot lua acasd, unde ti-e locul.

18. , As prefera sa nu zdbovesti aici,” zise el, schiopdtand inaintea mea. ,Mai bine te-
ai furisa in cdmard sd furi de-ale gurii. Tarcoalele pe care le dai casei n-o sa-ti
potoleasca foamea, si o sa flimanzim amandoi.”

19. Rédnit cum era, academicianul urca cu efort pana-n varful colinei, ca nu cumva sa-
l ia ceilalti drept las, si, cand vazu cat de tare a impresionat pe toata lumea, marturisi
cd de cativa ani exerseaza catdratul cu ajutorul mainilor.

20. ,,De ce sa trec raul prin vad iarna?” zbiera frizerul, in vreme ce se catdra pe scara
de lemn care se sprijinea de zid. Apoi addugd: ,Nu putea ursul s-o ia pe acolo. Ursii
nu pot suferi apa, din cate stiu eu.”

21. Nu era nevoie sa-1 ameninti pe cocosat, pentru cd, mut cum este, n-ar fi suflat o
vorba despre faptul ca te-ai insurat cu fata dramaturgului orb. Daca ai fi fost mai cu
scaun la cap, nu incercai sa-l inspdimanti.

22. ,Dacd l-ar durea gatul, ar insemna cd precis a strigat la musafiri, si, cum stiu cd asa
face el de obicei, nu m-ar mira daca asa ar sta lucrurile.” ,Nici pe mine.”

23. Puteam sa te trimit la o sutd de judecatori cu nasul ascutit, dar cum poti sa-ti
inchipui ca faptul cd au nasul ascutit le putea schimba verdictul? Ar fi fost mai hidosi,
dar nimic pe lume nu-i putea impiedica sa bage la inchisoare un ucigas.

24. , A fost odatd ca niciodata un Fat Frumos cu cosuri...”, incepu Robin Hood. Scufita
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Rosie il opri: ,,De jumatate de ord incoace imi tot spui povestea aceasta, si as da orice
sd taci din gura.”

25. Poate cd zarzavagiul era chior. Mi s-a parut mie cd prea se holba la sacosa mea
cand am plecat, de parca as fi incercat sd-i sterpelesc usturoiul, ori sa profit de faptul
cd nu poate fi cu ochii pe toti clientii din pravilie.

26. Batrana doamnd cu gusa urma sa fi pdrasit puntea cordbiei inainte sd se crape de
ziud, dar asteptase pand la asfintit, cand sperase ca va fi mai in siguranta. Toti
marinarii erau la bord, si i-au amintit sd plece devreme, dar ea si-a adus aminte cd au
mai mintit-o o datd, si n-a coborat pe mal decat noaptea tarziu.

27. Daca negustorul ambulant nu-i fadcea semn politistului sa plece din casa lui, n-ar fi
acum la inchisoare.

28. Daca profesorul de engleza ar fi milionar, ar mai indrdzni vreun membru al

parlamentului sa-1 priveasca in ochi?

29. N-ai face acum leului semn cu ména, daca ti-o inghitea cu totul atunci cand l-ai
vizitat in cusca.

30. De ce l-ai intrebat daca si-a trosnit vreodata degetele, din moment ce stiai cd a
castigat Premiul Nobel pentru trosnitul degetelor?
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14.9. The Dwarf
Vocabulary and grammar revision

1. Piticul inainta cu pasi mari si infipti pe strazile pustii, incercand pe cat putea sa-si
aducd aminte de nenorocirile lui din copildrie. Tatal lui vitreg, un om carn, hoindrea
ore in sir noapte de noapte, aducand dupa el acasa betivi pe care-i gasea dormind pe
banci prin parc. Intrau cu totii clatindndu-se pe picioare in odaia piticului, ca sa se uite
la el.

2. —E imposibil sa fie copilul tdu, exclama cate unul.
—Ba da, este al meu, sigur ca-i al meu, replica tatdl vitreg. L-am adoptat.
—Dar tatal lui adevarat a fost precis tot un pitic, insista cel dintai.
—Nu-i neapdrat nevoie s fie asa, medita tatdl vitreg.

3. Se intampla asa in fiece noapte. Cand ieseau in sir indian din odaie cu un ranjet pe
mutrele lor l4tarete, piticul se scula din pat, si se apuca s se imbrace. Isi punea hainele
lui ponosite de stambd, apoi, pe deasupra hainele cele bune, apoi un vindiac, fular,
manusi groase cu un deget si pantofi de lac. Purta de obicei pantaloni cu mansete, cu
bretele si curea cu cataramd, o cdmasd fard maneci, in dungi, apretatd, papion, un
maiou rosu cu maneci lungi, si manson, dar, cdnd era agitat, insfaca si trdgea pe el

oricare haine ii picau in mana.

4. Odatd, cand a implinit cincisprezece ani, s-a infuriat asa de rdu pe tatdl lui incat s-a
imbrdcat ca o fatd. A intrat pe furis in odaia surorii lui pistruiate, si a gdsit acolo ciorapi
indesirabili, o cdimasa de noapte, un sarafan importat din Elvetia si o fustd plisatd,
decolorata. Daca sora lui n-ar fi fost asa de inalta si obezd, le-ar fi imbracat, si ar fi
rupt-o la fugd afard din camerd, inchipuindu-si cd va putea sa strabatd tot orasul cu
repeziciune in halul in care era, fard sa pateasca nimic. Un politist bdgacios poate ca 1-
ar fi reperat pe pitic in vreme ce acesta se strecura lipit de zidurile vreunei case, 1-ar fi
palmuit si i-ar fi spus:

5. — As vrea sd nu fi dat in viata mea ochii cu tine. As vrea sd fiu la adapost, acasa.
De ce sd dau tocmai eu peste indivizi ca tine? Stanga-mprejur! Dacd mad mai uit la tine,

precis o sd am cosmaruri cat imi mai ramane de trdit.
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6. Dar acest lucru nu s-a intdmplat. Pur si simplu n-a fost sa fie. Politistii nici nu
se sinchiseau de pitic. Piticul se apucase de jefuit banci, pentru ca ei sa-1 bage in seama,

dar nu izbutise decat sa ajunga milionar.

7. —N-avea cum sd castige atatia bani, decat daca este un geniu, cleveteau
oamenii. Este precis unul dintre aceia care se pricep la toate.

8. Cand se imbogati, nefericirile lui se incheiara. Sora lui cu urechi clapauge ii
sugerd sd se Insoare, si, cum auzi el, o si sterse. Pdrdsi casa parinteascd, ca sa nu fie silit
sd se insoare cu o femeie care sd-l joace pe degete.

9. Incepu o viata noud, intorcand spatele rudelor apropiate. Succesul ii sucise
capul. Pana sa implineascd treizeci de ani, isi varase-n cap sd ajunga Presedintele
insulei. Dddu anunturi in ziare ca este in cdutare de ajutoare, si angaja astfel tot felul
de fosti puscariasi de pe drumuri: indivizi cu frunti tesite, urcioare, cosuri, gropite in
obraji, ori ochi bulbucati.

10. Puse croitorul sa intoarca pe dos hainele acelor indivizi, ca sa nu fie recunoscuti
de functionarii bancilor pe care le jefuiserd. Inspaimantati de planurile piticului, in
noaptea hotaratoare unii dintre ei o stersera. Cei ramasi primira instructiuni ca la un
moment dat sd-si intoarcd paharele cu fundul in sus, si sa se puna pe urlat cu voci
pitigdiate, ca sa-i goneasca pe politisti.

11.  Este ciudat cd a reusit planul piticului intr-o tara unde toti castiga banii cinstit,
si nu este nimeni las. Cert este cd, odatd ce piticul ajunse presedintele insulei, nimeni
nu se mai gandi sd se rdfuiasca cu el. De mult tdnjeau dupa o schimbare.

12.  Piticul avea un asociat credincios, un cocosat cu gusd, pe care-l iubea de parca
i-ar fi fost frate bun. Cocosatul circula cam mult, facea drumuri misterioase si, cand se
intorcea, ardta de parca ar fi fost dat pe mana politiei si eliberat de nenumarate ori.
Piticul a insistat sd nu se mai vare cocosatul in acele incurcaturi ingrozitoare.

13.  Adesea ii spunea:
—Macar dacd ai face fiecare lucru la vremea lui! Mdacar dacd n-ai ldsa sa se
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raspandeascd vestea despre nenorocirile tale! Macar dacd n-ai face vesnic dupa capul
tau! As prefera sa nu fi ajuns niciodata asociatul meu, pentru ca ma scoate din minti
sd alerg dupad tine prin tot orasul. Dacd dau ei peste tine inaintea mea!

14.  Cocosatul se apropia de cincizeci de ani, si era peste masurd de incapatanat.
Lasase insarcinatd o muiere cu mana grea, iar aceasta il tinea din scurt.

15. —Nu era nevoie sa te insori cu ea, il mustra piticul, atunci cand afla. Este precis
genul de femeie care isi trosneste mereu degetele, si std de vorba cu mainile-n solduri.
Ai pornit in viatd cu stangul, dar, la urma urmei, ce-mi pasa mie?

16. Cocosatul ii reprosa:
—Stiu cd, dupa tine, putem si sd murim de foame.
—N-aveai decét sa ma inviti la cununie, daca voiai sa-mi pese.
—N-a fost nicio cununie, protestd cocosatul, mangdind cu pumnul mana

piticului. Era prost dispusa, asa cd ne-am lipsit de ceremonie.

17.  —Poate as fi putut s-o impiedic, dacd ma chemai, continud piticul impungand
cu degetul mare pieptul cocosatului.

18.  In cele din urm4, piticul izbuti s se stipaneascs, desi era nefericit ci prietenul
lui la catarama o patise, cel putin in ceea ce priveste insuratoarea. Stiind cd se poate
vari pe sub pielea oricui, spera cd o s-o sileasca pe nevasta cocosatului sd se poarte
cum trebuie. Era, de fapt, sigur cd va fi in stare sd se catere pe masa, s-o traga de
butonierd, si sd-i porunceasca:

— Valea!

19.  Ceea ce s-a intamplat in realitate a fost cd i s-au dat papucii cocosatului inainte
sd apuce prietenul lui sa-1 ajute.

—Ma depdseste cum poti fi asa de natardu, ii spusese femeia, sd crezi cd nu-mi
pot lua gandul de Ia tine.

20.  Femeia a vrut chiar sa-i facd de petrecanie. Insa piticul si cocosatul au scapat
basma curatd: au rdamas burlaci, trdind in tihna si lux, mergand la culcare la ora opt
seara de seara, si visind sa fie impadratii lumii. Si au trdit fericiti pana la adanci
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batraneti.
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14.10. Imaginary Letter
Vocabulary and grammar revision

1. As da orice pe lumea asta sa fi plecat mai curand din padure. Cand procesiunea
de greieri carni a inceput sa iasa in sir indian in fata mea, dintr-un musuroi, si am
vazut cum toti (ce gretos) se scobesc in nas ori in dinti, si trec tantosi peste frunze cu
mainile-n solduri, dintr-odatd am inteles cd mai bine era sa fi renuntat sa umblu
haihui, si s-o fi rupt la fugd departe de acel loc blestemat.

2. »N-ar fi trebuit sa port in viata mea basca aceea de catifea in carouri,” mi-am
zis, intrucat ma temeam acum cd negustorul ambulant care mi-o vanduse fusese, tot
ce se poate, un vrdjitor care, ficAndu-ma sa port aceastd bascd, precis cd aruncase
asupra mea o vrajd rea. La ce lucruri rele trebuia sa mad astept, oare?

3. Unul dintre greierii negri ca smoala, care se razletise de ceilalti, se opri langa
piciorul meu drept, se citdrd pe degetele mele goale (dddusem jos bocancii cu talpa
de plutd), se scarpind la nas, ca sa pricep cat se simte el de stanjenit, apoi imi facu cu
ochiul, isi puse labuta —care era foarte, foarte aspra —streasind la ochi, ca sd ma vada
mai bine, si, inchipuindu-si cd nu fuseserd destul de convingdtoare toate aceste
gesturi, isi acoperi amandoi ochii cu doud labute, si se puse pe scancit:

4. ~Macar dac4 ai fi fost intelept si ai fi iesit tiptil din padure in vreme ce imparatul
nostru isi trecea trupele in revista! Nu te-ar fi observat niciunul dintre soldatii nostri
pistruiati! Nu se putea sa nu stii de existenta armatei noastre, si ma tem ca acum s-ar
prea putea ca ei sd-si croiascd drum cdtre tine cu arma printre buruieni, si vei fi ca si
mort.”

5. [i ascultam vocea zumzaita (mai mult ca sigur ci-1 durea in gat) de mai bine de
cateva secunde, cand alt greier —unul verde si adus de spate, de data aceasta—ni se
aldtura. , Ar putea fi fratele burlac al greierului care std in picioare pe piciorul meu,”
mad gandii. Folosindu-ma de un deget cu unghia muscatd pand-n carne, il ridicai, insa
el mormai:

6. ~Nu era nevoie sd te ostenesti, ma simteam foarte bine si pe jos.”
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7. Mi-am plecat capul, rusinat de intentia mea (urma sa-i fi rasucit labutele una
cate una), si mi-am trecut degetele celeilalte maini prin parul meu drept si rar.

8. Ma simteam de parca as fi fost prizonierul unui cogsmar. ,,In mod sigur visez,”
hotarai. ,E cu neputintd ca scena la care tocmai am asistat sa fie adevarata.” Incepui
sa topai primprejur, dar nesuferitii de greieri se tineau strans de mine, oricat de tare

incercam sa-i scutur jos.

9. ,Oricine ai fi,” izbucnird amandoi, ,de acum esti al nostru. O sa te prefacem
intr-o fiintd carnd ca noi, cu cocoasd neagra pe umeri, si cu gusd. Nu se poate sa nu-ti

7 7
fi spus negustorul ambulant care ti-a vandut bereta ca ai sa ne intalnesti.”

10. Daca imi incepeam povestea cu , A fost odata ca niciodata un tinerel care, din
nefericire, a fost preschimbat in greiere,” poate v-ati fi inchipuit ca glumesc. Dar sa ma
bata Dumnezeu daca glumesc. Aceasta este o scrisoare disperata catre aceia dintre voi
care sunt dispusi sd ma salveze. Sper s-o primiti cu totii. Si mai sper ca stiti cu totii
7 7 7 7
englezeste.
Al dumneavoastra sincer si recunoscator,
Greier nr. 2015
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Partea 11

Cheial
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1. Test introductiv

1. The musician wished the emperor would buy a million [geese, gooses, geeses].

2. The beggar claimed that he had compiled a treatise [on, of, over] modern society.
3. Can the wheelwright have written an article [about, for, of] Freud’s love affairs?
4. The miser suggested that we should buy him a book [with, for, of] fairy tales.

5. The giant must have been so fat that he was unable to put [on, up, over] his raincoat.

6. Her schoolmates would always play in the snow when the temperature was seven
degrees [below, to, from] zero outside.

7. The chambermaid cannot have made [up, for, in] her mind to resign before she
turns ninety.

8. The champion would have climbed the mountain if he had not been forced to go
[on, to, for] sea.

9. The cook must have told everyone that he had run [into, for, out of] sugar.

10. The applicant for the position of donkey tamer was thought to be [in, on, into] his
early fifties.

11. The candidate to the presidency was rumoured to have been fined [because, for,
about] stealing a fur cap.

12. Why is he said to have paid [for, in, over] all the plates he broke a week ago?
13. The bull was expected to give [in, for, up] singing at night.

14. The chaplain can’t enter the church until he has looked [about, into, for] the key.
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15. The corporal fears his superior might be angry [because, for, with] him.

16. The cardiologist predicted that his [bigger, greater, elder] brother would never
pay his debts.

17. The wheelwright would have been thought to be one year [elder, older, greater]
than his stepbrother if the latter had not been born five years and a half before him.

18. The sailor could still be [alive, live, living] today if he had not been swallowed by
a [live, alive, living] whale.

19. The cashier had been saving money for years to buy [himself, to himself, to his
own] a gingerbread house.

20. The Oxford housewives were reported to have gone [for, to, on] strike because
their kitchens were too small.

21. All [sleeping, asleep, slept] beavers will usually snore unless woken up in time.

22. When the knight came back from the battlefield, Sleeping Beauty [would, will,
would have] often be asleep.

23. After the Titanic had sunk, the violet rat was reported to be still [alive, aswim,
live].

24. The bishop may have been meditating [about, to, on] his future visit to Venice, for
all I know.

25. The [afraid, scared, affright] soldier ran away as soon as he saw the bumble bee.

26. The horseman never told the bank robber that he could play the violin very [good,
well, nice].

27. The wayfarer fell [unwell, ill, unhealthy] after he had returned from the Congo.
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28. The [sick, ill, not well] passenger honestly believed that he would never recover.

29. The hangman kidnapped the [Attorney General, General Attorney, Attorney in
General] because he was persuaded that the latter would prosecute him.

30. If the [Secretary General, General Secretary, Generally Secretary] had hired a
guide, he would not be missing today.

31. The [Laureate Poet, Poet Laureate, Laureated Poet] confessed that he would return
the golden bar that he had borrowed from the usurer when he inherited the Moon.

32. The [knight errant, errant knight, erring knight] prayed that the ogre might grant
him a long life and many dwarfs to feast on.

33. The Indian chieftain could have been brought before a [Martial Court, Courts
Martial, Court Martial] unless the general’s head had been found.

34. His [neighbour downstairs, downstairs neighbour, neighbour down the stairs]
must have hidden his cat in the cellar.

35. The scholar insisted that his students should take [an examination proper, a
proper examination, an examination properly] before they became [hangmen
proper, proper hangmen, hangmen properly].

36. The fortune teller whom he has been talking about for half an hour now must have
lived in a [seven inches high, high seven inches, seven-inch-high] card castle when
she was young.

37.1shall get [in, up, on] the bus when it comes.

38. What was he thinking [at, to, of] when you told him you had eaten his pie?

39.1 could have [gave, given, giving] the scales to her if she had asked me.
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40. Before I had finished talking about the Sahara, the teacher stopped me, saying
“That will [make do, be it, do]”.

41. All the cats in the neighbourhood were dreaming [at, to, of] the striped tomcat.

42.1[will, would, have] give him the novel if I had bought it yesterday, but I have not
found it at the bookshop yet.

43. The policeman did not want [somebody, anyone, no one] to know about his
wedding.

44. The sailors were [every, each, all] sleeping when the boat sank.

45. The sheep were looking forward to [spend, spending, spent] a night at the pub
with the shepherd.

46. 1 was told the bat had been [very, pretty, all] alone the whole night.

47. No sooner [the ball has been, had the ball been, the ball had been] over than he
entered the drawing room, looking all around.

48. I asked the four-year-old squirrel whether she could tell me all about the incident
she [has, had, was] just witnessed.

49. 1 can’t help telling myself that the pedestrian could [have helped, had helped,
helped] the eighty-eight-year-old driver if he had really wanted to.

50. The historian was not able to explain why almost [all, every, each] employees had
gone on strike on the day the mayor resigned.

51. All [what, that, which] I know is in this book, and if you ask me politely, I might
tell you what you want to find out from me.

52. The lawyer stated that [all, everything, all it] would be mine if the will had been
found.

C ONTEMPORARY

L ITERATURE P RESS

http://editura.mttlc.ro
The University of Bucharest. 2015



139

Metoda Lidia Vianu
Smile and Learn! Lidia Vianu

Invigafi regulile. Student la Engleza
Invifai inteligent.

53. I gave the cab driver all the money I had on me, and he should [has been, had
been, have been] satisfied.

54. He [sat, sit, set] down, and began by saying that he wanted the Governor General
to become president.

55. 1 wondered whether all that [has happened, had happened, will have happened]
might have something to do with your firing him the day before.

56. I told her I had no idea what the headmaster was looking [after, for, to].

57. All his governesses ran [away, along, over] as soon as they found out he would
never grow up.

58. All investors were said [to have tried, to have been tried, had tried] their luck at

the stock exchange before going bankrupt.

59. The jailers will have testified against the escaped convict by the time the murderer
is brought [at, to, for] justice by the chimney sweeper.

60. The tramp was reported to have thrown a party to which he invited [all, any,
every] of us to see him crowned king of the slums.

61. [Asleep, Sleepy, Sleeping] Beauty could have asked someone to help her wake up
if she had known beforehand what would happen to her.

62. Prince Charming should have played [—, at, on] the violin for the giants if he
wanted them to join his army.

63. The coach must have forbidden the players to talk [at, on, in] the cell phone when
they were playing, which made them all leave the team.

64. The butcher’s offspring wishes all the meat [had been sold, has been sold, will
sell] before its price went down.
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65. All the postman’s friends told him that he should stop opening letters which were
not addressed to him, [lest, least, unless] he should be caught red-handed.

66. [All, All the, Whole] last week the preacher kept complaining that he should never
have slandered the Pope.

67. The knight errant wished all his family had congratulated him on his victory, and
he also wished they [has accepted, will accept, had accepted] the dragon as a gift.

68. [All, All the, The all] way home, the teenager kept mumbling that he would rather
grown-ups treated him better.

69. The witness had offered to tell the police the whole story about [all, every, each]
his encounters with the criminal.

70. The psychiatrist would have saved his patient if he had realized in time that not
[every, any, all] lunatics needed treatment.

71. The Swede would be a Swiss if he had been [borne, born, bored] in Switzerland.

72. Hardly had the TV remote controls been purchased [than, that, when] they were
all confiscated by aliens.

73. The butler’s family [was, were, are] all working for the CIA when Sir Robert
discovered that they were related to the royal family.

74. The heathen decided that he [would listen, will listen, will have listened] to
Bach’s ‘Well-Tempered Clavier’ twenty-four hours a day, after he had been baptized.

75. All Cologne inhabitants would now be waiting for the Romans to come again [lest,
unless, if not] the history teacher had talked some sense into them.

76. Had the pilgrims not walked [whole, all, all the] day, every day, for the last two
years, they would now be the rulers of the world.
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77. Napoleon must have hidden [each, all the, every] spears in the dungeon, and
nobody has found them ever since.

78. [Anything, All, All of] that Vivaldi had to say was he had never seen flying horses,
and would never buy one if he saw it.

79. The vicar would not have wanted there [to be, being, be] another uprising in the
village.

80. [Despite, In spite, Although] the teetotaller was not so smart as the graduate, he
did not want there to be another nuclear war, either.

81. The abolitionist declared that he did not want [there, it, their] to be any more
slaves, and that he would fight for his idea.

82. The rope dancer did not want there [were, to be, being] another show because he
was afraid for his life.

83. The academic told the queen that she was [so, as, more] beautiful as a wax doll.

84. The slug took revenge [for, on, at] the snail when he refused to let him in during
the storm.

85. The shareholder would expect there to be [as much, as many, more] money in this
deal for him as there is for his partner.

86. The protagonist wanted there to be as many people as possible in the room so that
he [will, can, might] become a star in no time.

87. The comedian had expected there [to be, were, are] fifty people in the room, but
there were only two.

88. The rabbit did not expect [there are, they're, there] to be so many carrots in his
pantry.
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89. The collector would have wanted there to be three times [as much, more, many]
paintings in the exhibition than he knew there were.

90. The composer was said to [have composed, had composed, be composed] better
music than Bach’s Brandenburg Concertos.

91. The beggar would have been thought to be just as stingy as he had [ever, never,
always] been unless he had lent money to his long-lost brother, who had just been
found in the Himalayas.

92. The pianist was thought to have had her piano [tuned, tuning, tune] before she
eloped with the piano tuner.

93. The actor was not thought to [act, have acted, has acted] Hamlet as well as he had
done it at The Royal Theatre, where he could still remember all his lines.

94. If the patient had accepted hypnosis yesterday in order to find out who had killed
the nurse a year [ago, before, long], the psychiatrist would have given him as much
champagne as he could drink.

95. If the audience had applauded, the violinist would have played for as long as they
[want, will want, wanted] him to.

96. The water-colour painter was [told, said, asked] to have used on his canvas as
many colours as he could afford to buy.

97. The superintendent would have been sent to The Hague if he had not told his boss
where the fugitive [is, was, will be] hiding.

98. The grocer must have been as drunk as a lord if he asked the judge [whether,
weather, unless] the pig would go to prison.

99. If the wizard were as quick as lightning, the audience would not have seen where
he [will go, were going, was going].
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100. The actress would have seen where she was going [unless, lest, whether] she had
broken her glasses while skating.

101. The neurosurgeon’s hair would [yet, though, still] be dark and curly unless it had
fallen off when the dinosaur attacked him.

102. Had the clerk known his boss [will, can, was going to] fire him, he certainly
would not have fallen asleep during office hours.

103. The patient would hide in the pantry if he found out what the psychiatrist was
[for, up to, about].

104. If the bachelor were not blind, he [would be, will be, were] able to choose the
right woman when she came along.

105. Naive [than, like, as] he was, the psychopath would have eaten all the
mushrooms if he had not been told how poisonous they were.

106. Tired [like, as, so] he is, the mayor has never regretted having won the elections.

107. [Much, More, However] as the strolling actor respects the butcher’s views, he still
wishes the latter would stay at home on the opening night.

108. The sailor wishes he had never gone treasure hunting, [that, as, why] the island
he has reached is surrounded by mountains.

109. [As, During, Till] the newspaperman was commenting on the football game, the
football player wished the match had never taken place.

110. As the elephant was signing the peace treaty, the hedgehog wished everybody
[will go, would go, will have gone] to war.

111. The teenager, who was rapidly growing [elder, older, elderly], wished he would
be considered the true author of Shakespeare’s plays.
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112. The literary critic looked at the four-volume novel, and wished he [would be, will
be, may be] illiterate.

113. The cyclist wishes he had not left the desert just as the camel [were, was, would
be] falling in love with him.

114. The judge wishes he had not questioned the rabbit [as if, as when, like] the latter
had stolen five cabbages, not just one carrot.

115. The second-hand bookseller is arguing about the price, as if the archbishop
[would be, were, should be] willing to sell his Bible.

116. The archaeologist claimed that he would remember the day of his graduation as
long as he [will live, lived, would live].

117. The archer is to be initiated by Cupid [whether, if, unless] he is willing to collect
all the arrows at the end of the class.

118. [Although, Despite, However] poor the tenant may be, he promised he would
pay his rent as usual, even after he had bought the mansion.

119. The barber’s stepson may [have, has, had] persuaded the archduchess to elope
with him.

120. The billionaire has to look after his fortune as well as [spending, spend, spent]
it.

121. [Both, None, Also] the genius and the beggar proved to have been aliens in a
previous life.

122. The spaceman and the astronomer were said to have stayed in the outer space
until they were in their [last, late, latter] eighties.

123. The murderer’s manners, as well as his smiling countenance, suggest to the witch
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that she [should, does, would] have adopted him.

124. He must have gone [for, to, at] the auction in Brussels.

125. Butler [needs, needing, needed]. Apply to Sherlock Holmes, Oxford.
126. Out [fished, fishing, fish]. Closed for the day.

127. The two aged bees will always abide by the rules of the beehive, lest the gardener
[would, might, should] sell them at the fair.

128. The learned priest visited all his parishioners [for, on, in] Sundays, but the
wheelwright would never let him in.

129. When the bell rang, the naked grasshopper [has been, had been, was] chewing a
maple leaf for hours.

130. The ragged teenager [had, would, will] sooner his step-brother had abstained
from voting for the rich miller.

131. The fiddler would have been punished unless the old king [has survived, had
survived, will have survived] the operation performed on him by seven surgeons.

132. The cook’s elder sister would not know what to say if the mayor asked her to tell
everyone how much older than her brother she [had been, was, were].

133. Red Riding Hood told the raven she would not give him any cheese as long as
she was [lively, alive, live].

134. The four-year-old was accused of violent behaviour, and was imprisoned lest he
[could, should, would] endanger the life of the queen.

135. It must [have been, to be, has been] sheer madness on his part to imagine that he

could live on coconuts alone.

C ONTEMPORARY

L ITERATURE P RESS

http://editura.mttlc.ro
The University of Bucharest. 2015



146

Metoda Lidia Vianu
Smile and Learn! Lidia Vianu

Invigafi regulile. Student la Engleza
Inviati inteligent.

136. The gaoler handed the manager the last letter he [received, will have received,
had received] from his son-in-law.

137. [Had the janitor, The janitor had, The janitor hadn’t] been awake when the
elephant trampled the roses, he would have been able to do something about it.

138. Had the teacher realized how ashamed [is the freckled pupil, was the freckled
pupil, the freckled pupil was], he would have stopped talking about his freckles.

139. Unless the postman had left the door ajar, the spiders would not [be woven, have
waved, be weaving] their nets all over the house now.

140. Upon reaching the farm, the traveller realized that he had been travelling for five
days [on, at, to] end.

141. It was natural that the gardener [must, might, should] have brought his wife
flowers on their fiftieth wedding anniversary.

142. If the member of the Labour Party had not stated that the [General Secretary,
Secretary General, Secretary in General] was very fond of chocolates, the latter might
have been re-elected.

143. Before becoming an English teacher, your stepson’s seventh wife had been the
cook of the new [Poet Laureate, Laureate Poet, Laureated Poet].

144. The diplomat could not believe his ears when he was told that the [Polish, Pole,
Poland] had been accused of selling cocaine on the black market.

145. The gatekeeper has often been accused by the [General Attorney, Attorney
General, General] of allowing the elephants to spend the night in the guest room.

146. The soldier testified that the accused [has never been, had never been, was
never] a millionaire, and that was why he had robbed a bank safe.

147. [The blind, The blinds, The blinded] were promised that a miraculous medicine
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which would make them see again would be discovered.
148. The playwright dedicated his play about the dead to the [alive, living, live].

149. What short story had his script about the [deaf, deafs, deafen] been adapted
from?

150. If the rich should ever be forced to adapt [himself, themselves, oneself] to living
on only five pounds a day, there would be a lot of suicides in this country.

151. The [mental ill, mentally ills, mentally ill] have just elected their own world
president.

152. It was very [unlike, unlikely, not like] that the milkman should sell both his
COWS.

153. Being addicted to gambling is a very [costly, costing, costful] habit.

154. The [dead, deadly, death] weapon was bought by the badger on Boxing Day.
155. A [daily, dayly, day] paper is a paper that is published daily.

156. It is the early bird [what, that, it] catches the worm.

157. If he did not like [bread and butter, butter and bread, bread with butter], he
would not have put on so much weight, would he?

158. When I met the librarian, he was on his [knees and hands, hands and feet, hands

and knees], looking for his magnifying glass.

159. Never [the witch had, the witch has, had the witch] seen a woman so young and
beautiful slaving for a hideous monster.

160. Magritte cannot have shown Dali his [white and black, black and white, black
with white] photos for the simple reason that he had none.
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161. No sooner [Gulliver had, had Gulliver, has Gulliver] asked for a cup and saucer
than Jonathan Swift began talking about the flying saucer he had seen.

162. When the judge of the Supreme Court [will be, will have been, is] admitted to
the mental asylum, the referee will admit to having been bribed by the players.

163. When [will, has, had] the archdeacon advise the monk on the best way of
poisoning hares?

164. The undertaker whispered to us that he had never been cursed [ago, before, still].

165. Ten years ago, the soldier aimed his gun at his image in the mirror, and fired at
it, and was convinced that he had killed himself, so he [has been, had been, was]
running around stark naked ever since, positive that he is a ghost.

166. The bishop keeps boasting that he has acquired a [fifty-million-pound, fifty-
millions-pound, fifty-million-pounds] castle.

167. Before the beekeeper finds out that the coins hidden by the goblin in his beehives
amounts to a [six-zero, six zeros, six-zeroed] figure, the honey will already have been
sold at the fair by the bees.

168. The ambassador’s granddaughter will not make faces at the ambassador before
she makes sure she is his sole inheritor, which will not happen before she [will come,
came, comes] of age.

169. The illiterate ran out of jokes before the show had ended, and he had to answer
to the manager for all the clients he [has driven, had driven, drove] away into the cold

winter night.

170. Before [having had, has had, had had] plastic surgery, the lizard looked like a
frog.

171. Before [had come, came, coming] to the Sahara, the conductor answered to the
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name of Ramses, which he afterwards changed to Moses.

172. Before the sun rises, the wolf will have to apologize to Sleeping Beauty for
[waked, woken, waking] her up.

173. [Before, Till, In front of] the Fountain of Youth there was a poster saying that
anyone interested in posing naked should apply to the astrologer for a vacant job.

174. The tyrant told the scientist who called himself Einstein that it was high time a
new discovery [is, has been, was] made.

175. The adventurer would never have declared that the leopard had reached the
North Pole [before, in front of, until] him unless he had known for sure that the latter
had been living there for fifty-five days.

176. The onlooker would rather he [has never argued, will never argue, had never
argued] with his childhood bosom friend about the results of the examination, as he
suspected there must have been some mistake.

177. It was natural that the witch should have looked for her striped cat under the
shelf where she kept her magic potions, [is it not, was it not, isn't it]?

178. The solicitor wished the ballet dancer would stop hiding behind the giant, [would
he not, wouldn’t she, did he not]?

179. The baker may have watched his apprentice eat a loaf of bread, but he would
never have told him that it was all right, [would he not, may he, would he]?

180. By the time the gangsters arrive at a conclusion concerning the carrots they stole
from the rabbit, the latter will have found them counting the carrots [under, beyond,
below] the kitchen table.

181. Hardly had [Charming Prince, Prince Charming, the charming prince] opened

the letter from Cinderella when the black witch turned him into a dwarf.
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182. The counsel for the defence blamed the judge daily [because, about, for] having
sent an innocent Chinese to prison on the charge of having swallowed a fly without
the Court’s permission, and, eventually, the judge had a nervous breakdown.

183. The literary critic [was, has been, had been] asking the editor over for a drink for
weeks when, to his horror, he was told that the latter had been arrested for stealing a
bottle of vodka.

184. The ostrich asked the camel out to see the sunset when the temperature was
tifteen degrees [under, lower, below] zero, so that the camel might ask him to hug her
until they found an electric heater.

185. The snail would not have liked [there to be, there was, it to be] another war in
the forest.

186. The highwayman complained that there [are, have been, had been] only five
people in the last coach he had robbed.

187. His mother-in-law would not have bought him a book if she had been told he
could not read, [could, had, would] she?

188. Your son-in-law left early lest he [should be, would be, was] asked to clean the
kitchen.

189. Had her brother-in-law found out what she was up to, he would have told her
his knowledge of German was not good enough, and he could not possibly read
German stories to her before she [went, came, started] to sleep.

190. The ghost of the spider would still be haunting the elephant, and would allow
him to eat nothing [than, then, but] wasps if the elephant had crushed the spider
under his sole a week ago.

191. If the conductor had managed to avert his eyes from the bottle, he would have
noticed that everybody [but, apart, only] his wife was staring at him while he was
drinking himself into oblivion.
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192. The jeweller could have finished all the necklaces but one, and he would have
been awarded the Nobel prize if he did not always yell at his apprentices that he
would not like [there was, there to be, it to be] another auction for his gold mine.

193. I wish the cyclist would stop complaining that nobody watches him while he is
racing because he has done nothing but weep all day, and by tonight he [would,
should, will] have flooded all the rat holes in the city.

194. It was strange that the benefactor should have banged the door in the minstrel’s
face when the [second, latter, last] had started playing his harmonica.

195. Had the boatman relied on his intuition and steered the boat upstream, he would
have been last [but, except, less] one in the race.

196. The chimney sweeper would still be wandering about the slums [unless, if only,
suppose] the bus driver had realized that he would be rich before he turned thirty.

197. [But for, Except, Aside] the volcano eruption a hundred thousand years ago, the
biologist would never have discovered the fossils of extinct insects, and he would not
be behind bars now for having stated that aliens had brought them to Earth.

198. The landlady was burying the corpse of her dead alien cousin when she saw the
ghost of her dog, who warned her that he would not like [there was, it to be, there to
be] any argument, so she had better bury her cousin somewhere else, because that
was the spot where the dog used to hide his bones when he was alive.

199. The truck driver was [beside, besides, outside] himself with anger when he was
told nobody but the rat he was sheltering could have eaten his Swiss cheese.

200. The stage manager cannot have informed his wife that their scales [is, are, were]
out of order and nobody but her could fix them, because he knew her fingers were all
thumbs, and she would damage them for ever.

201. The giant wished he [had reminded, had remembered, will remember] that the
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hangman had warned him that he would be beheaded if he ever whimpered again.

202. The toad stated that the turtle did not want [it were, there were, there to be]
another storm in their village.

203. The innkeeper could not help [to admire, than admire, admiring] the playwright,
who drank fifty pints of beer a day without getting as drunk as a lord, and he only
wished the latter did not swear at the cook whenever he opened his mouth.

204. The badger can’t [have lived, be living, have been living] in the furrier’s
backyard right now, since he has been told what happened to all the other animals the
furrier has ever taken care of.

205. The poacher can’t [be mistaken, mistook, have mistaken] the forest ranger for a
deer because, to begin with, he knows the latter never dresses up as a deer, that he
would rather disguise himself as a chimp if he had a choice in the matter, and, besides,
he shoots at all poachers with dimples in their left cheek.

206. The lazybones [can’t, mustn’t, might not] have been thought to be an outlaw,
because everyone knows him to have learned from the sad experience of his great-
grandfather, who became a train robber when he was in his late eighties, and who was
hanged for interfering with the train schedule on the day when he turned ninety.

207. The elephant could be persuaded not to bite off more than he can chew, lest he
[could, would, should] have a heart attack.

208. The volunteer could have been blamed for helping the hunchback dive into a
boiling pot of chocolate, [lest, least, unless] the latter had been known to be addicted
to chocolate.

209. The bureaucrat would like to be able to blame his wife’s kidnapping on the stork,
but lack of evidence prevents him from doing so, unless he wants [to be there, there
was, there to be] an unjust trial.

210. The knight of the Round Table felt he [will, would, didn’t] break out in a cold
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sweat, and would never be able to fight the dragon, and restore the toad to its rightful
owner unless he drank a magic potion.

211. The watchmaker [needs not, must not, need not] fear he might be sued for
stealing the hands of Big Ben.

212. [Do never, Never do, Don’t ever] in Rome as the Romans do, unless your lawyer
advises you otherwise.

213. When the witch saw Cinderella barefoot, all in rags, totally undesirable, she [can
have, must have, should] thought to herself that no prince would ever choose her for
his wife.

214. The potter complained that [he had seen last, he had last seen, last had he seen]
his clay when he was arguing with the spy, who had been accusing him for ages of
hiding secret messages in the mugs he made.

215. I remembered I had met the [afraid, very much afraid, frightened] explorer while
I was heading for the North Pole, unless that man had been his twin brother.

216. The bald man would always remind his granddaughter that he would never eat
frogs when he was [her age, at her age, of her age].

217. The butler admitted he had visited his stepson at the mental asylum three years
[ago, before, past], and he had sworn he would never think of his family again.

218. The landlord thought that his nephew must have acted [alike, similar, like] a
young spendthrift, which had been the reason why the owner of the castle had told
the landlord he would never allow any of his butlers to hire him.

219. The teenager would have spent a few [further, more, later] years in the Sahara if
he had inherited the czar’s fortune, and if he did not always spend all his money on
movies he disliked.

220. The shepherd boasted that he could use the shears with [either, any, both] hand,
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without killing more than eight sheep out of ten.

221. Somebody must sell socks, so that all the children [must, should, may] use them
when they are waiting for Santa Claus.

222. The woodpecker would now be flying over [the Congo, Congo, Kongo], unless
the skylark had boasted that she was going to cross Holland as far as [Hague, The
Hague, Haga], daring the woodpecker to race her.

223. However [strange, strangest, stranger] it may seem, the gravedigger [will have
finished, has finished, would finish] digging Hamlet’s grave by the time the stage
manager decides to kill the actor.

224. [While, Since, As] the raven grew older, he was beginning to lose his feathers,
and the fox realized that the time [will, does, would] soon come when she would have
to steal the cheese from a bald bird.

225. [While, When, As] the townsman turned forty-four, the mayor paid him a visit,
and reminded him that he had never paid entrance fee at the zoo, and it was [near,
good, about] time he started paying.

226. The miser thought of the billions of pounds he might have saved if he [would not
have, had not, would not] thrown a penny to the blind beggar, who was actually a

multimillionaire in disguise.

227. The helmsman was drunk [as usual, as usually, as ever] when the captain asked
him what they should do if they got lost in the middle of the Indian Ocean.

228. The kleptomaniac screamed at the judge that he had seen the necklace [at first,
first, before], and had wanted to make sure nobody else [did, must, would] take it,
although the shop assistant would have wrapped it for him if he had paid for it,
instead of stealing it.

229. The drug addict wished he had never slept [between, among, in the middle of]
the two midgets who had dragged him out of the room at midnight, and had handed
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him to a group of starving policemen, all eager to fine him.

230. The hunchback says he [is born, was borne, was born] in 1977, and he will have
become king of Holland by the time his granddaughter reaches the age of bearing
children.

231. The slug will have [borrowed, lent, lended] a hundred gold coins from his fiancée
by the time the latter lets him know that she wants to break the engagement.

232. The confectioner [has often borrowed, has often been lending, has often lent]
his flour to the pastry cook, and the latter has been using it for free since he opened
his pastry shop.

233. Hardly had the collector caught the golden fish when the mermaids [have
attacked, attacked, will attack] him.

234. No sooner had my roommate told me he could not help but [humming, hum,
hummed] when he listened to his CD’s than I smashed them all to pieces.

235. Never had the editor considered the idea that a novel could be far more
interesting if the author admitted he [had written, has written, wrote] it in prison.

236. Only when the colonel realized that he [will, would, must] have to send the seven
dwarfs to prison, did it occur to him that he was [very, so, all] alone, and the dwarfs
were about to beat him up.

237. The policeman was unwilling to confess he had stolen ivory in Africa, where he
[spent, will have spent, had spent] his honeymoon.

238. The bearded merchant would be seven times richer than his skinny neighbour if
he were not twice [older than, elder than, as old as] the latter.

239. The president of the republic told the nun that he [was, is, has been] ten times

wiser than her.
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240. After the servant has spread the rumour that the Empress is unfaithful, the
Emperor will demand that he should be [telling, told, tell] who is more worthy of her
love than him.

241. If the mayor forces you to work for a living, you should tell him you must be
[payed, paied, paid] in Egyptian gold coins.

242. My son-in-law wanted to know if I should have told him how tall I was, and how
high the [highest, tallest, longest] mountain in the world was.

243. Had the physician told me he had been visited by many people, I would certainly
have asked him if [any, which, someone] of them had left a message for me.

244. It was unusual that a thief, of all people, should [remind, remember, recall] me
that I should [remind, remember, recall] the good old days, when everybody was
honest and [they, he, it] always told the truth.

245. [Sometimes, Sometime, Some times], the merchant would rather his apprentice
had not stolen all his silver coins [sometimes, sometime, some time] before
Christmas.

246. The playwright was known [having had, to have had, to have] light brown hair
in his youth, but, in his late eighties, it started turning green, and he had to shave his
head.

247. When the fire started, the bookkeeper is said [having been painted, to have been
painting, having painted] his chairs blue, so that the people who sat on them might
think they [will be, would be, were] in heaven.

248. The geologist was rumoured to have been wearing the same dark navy blue suit
for a decade without ever washing it, [that, what, which] prevented all his friends
from shaking hands with him.

249. The soothsayer [had rather, would better, would rather] his relatives had not all
bought red ties for his birthday party, as he had already predicted he would be
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murdered on the day when his whole family wore red ties.

250. Ever since the giant has been wearing his yellow socks, he has been dreaming of
being mistaken for the sun, and has been known to carry a flashlight and point it at
all the [passers-by, passer-bies, passer-bys] whenever they happen to look at him.

251. The gymnast was wondering whether it would have been any help if he had had
a five [months, months’, month’s] holiday before he fought the gorilla.

252. The [seventy-seven-years-old, seventy-seven-year-old, seventy-seven year’s
old] Pole urged his elders to get married sooner because he thought he was supposed
to wait for them to start a family before him, and he was not getting any younger.

253. The jeweller would not have been rumoured to have shot his enemies unless two
[ten-years old, ten years olds, ten-year-olds] had [caught, been catching, catched]
sight of him when he was hiding the gun he would usually keep on his night table at
home.

254. The thinker could have sworn on his ex-wife’s life that, in [several years’, several-
year, several year’s] time, the stutterer would break down, and start whimpering
whenever his schoolmates, who had all grown up in the meantime, reminded him of
all the blunders he had ever made.

255. The jester’s car would never have broken down, unless he [will purchase, had
purchased, purchases] five hundred and fifty-five screws, which he had stuck into the
tyres and the engine of his car, positive that he would invent the limousine that would
never need gasoline.

256. The lawyer would have a nervous breakdown if he were told that, in a dream, he
had robbed the mayor’s house, and then he had had to walk a ten [kilometre’s,
kilometres’, kilometre] distance to the border, because it had not occurred to him that
he might as well hitchhike.

257. The badger was turning [forty-for, fourty-four, forty-four] on the Friday his
cherry tree was expected to blossom, and the hedgehog threatened that the plague
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would break out in Oxford that spring, after the badger’s garden [had lost, will have
lost, has lost] all its flowers.

258. The snail denied everything when his wife let him know that she [had been said,
has been told, had been told] the truth about his affair with a turtle in her early
[fourteens, teens, fourteen].

259. The gorilla you bought at the fair the other day is in her late [thirties, thirty,
thirty’s], and she will have broken with you forever by the time you make up your
mind to sell it for flour and peanuts to the housewife who used [lived, to live, living]
next door to you.

260. The graphologist [need not, needed not, did not need to] have confessed that he
was in his mid-thirties, as nobody expected his ageing to bring about any change in
his rude behaviour.

261. The snake told himself that it was better to be a snake than an owl, for the simple
reason that no owl [had ever been, has ever been, can ever be] able to creep among
the trees when it was raining.

262. The peacock decided that, when he found a mate his own age, he [would tell,
will tell, told] all the birds in the grove about his [new, recent, newly] found
happiness.

263. The corporal, who is in his prime, will always drop his gun when the illegal
immigrants are asleep, and [would wake, will wake, had woken] all those who are
under the age of [six years, six years old, six].

264. The shepherd hoped he [would fall, will fall, fell] asleep and dream of a flock of
sheep that would take care of themselves, and he [is, was, would be] free to surf the
net all day.

265. The wizard promised that he [can bring, would bring, will bring] back to life the
scientist who had been killed on the very day he [had, has, is] discovered a cure for
old age.
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266. The caterpillar wishes the butterfly [had been, were, is] still her bosom friend.

267. The composer had an argument with the convict a fortnight [before, ago, since],
and, [since, before, for] the moment they argued, he has been cleaning the attic, while
his whole family have been wondering what he can possibly be doing up there [since,
ago, for] so long.

268. I wish the whale did not swim [all, every, whole] day long, instead of [study,
studied, studying] history and mathematics.

269. Our former mayor would be buying mushrooms now if he [is not, had not been,
has not been] sentenced to life detention.

270. Don’t you wish the conductor had been sent abroad before he [has, having, had]
brought down all the pheasants in the king’s forest with his gun, which he fired [up
to, as far as, until] the king’s counsellor informed His Majesty of what was going on?

271. The dragon promised the prince that he [will, would, does] never harm
[anybody, somebody, nobody] again for as long as he lived.

272. 1 think the physicist had [sooner, rather, better] sleep late today, even if you
would [rather, better, preferable] send him after milk.

273. The milkman [was to, has to, must] have drunk milk instead of beer last night
because the milk is gone, and he is not drunk at all.

274. The opera singer had brought his family over from the Congo so that they might
sew five suits of [clothing, clothes, cloth] for him out of the [clothing, clothes, cloth]

he would never have bought if he had suspected it had been woven in the outer space.

275. The crocodile wishes he [did not swallow, had not swallowed, has not
swallowed] the hedgehog two hours ago.

276. The bear should [have explained to, have explained, explain] the bat that he had
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never eaten grilled bats in his entire life, if he really wanted to make friends with him.

277. The orphan had been [said, told, said to] to bring the wine to the boil before the
party, and, [during, while, at the time of] the mayor’s speech, he handed everyone a
glass of steaming wine.

278. The President’s wife would have [won, gained, earned] the elections after the
President had been kidnapped, if she had not had to [win her, gain her, make a]
living, and if she had already [won, gained, earned] enough experience as a politician.

279. The rabbit can’t [have killed, kill, have been killing] a bear last July, whatever
the bear’s granddaughter [may, can, must] say.

280. The dustman wanted to know where the snake [has been, is, had been] brought
up, whether he had ever had enough money, enough food, and if his house had been
[enough big, big enough, enough large] for his whole family to live in.

281. The governor was being scolded for the [few, little, a little] money he was willing
to invest in orphanages, but he replied there had always been [a few, few, several]
abandoned children in his state, and, anyway, he would give up [a few, few, a little]
more of those children for adoption as soon as somebody was willing to take them.

282. The stork had [few, little, a little] friends, but those who were her friends would
have [made, done, achieved] anything for her, and expected her to do [similar, like,
the same] for them.

283. The outlaw asked angrily when he [will be, would be, would have been] brought
up to date on the fuel crisis, and when he [would be, will be, was] able to drive his
car again, as he had worked [hard, hardly, very hardly] to purchase it.

284. The Chinese [hard, little, hardly] knows any Norwegian at all, and he had better
have worked [stronger, harder, hardly] before going to live in Norway.

285. The porter claimed he had been asked when the library would be burnt down,
and he had answered he would do it when the sun [raised, rose, aroused], provided
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he managed to buy matches by then, since their price had been [roused, risen, raised]
again, and the problem of matches often [arised, roused, arose] in the meetings he
organized with his team.

286. The innkeeper was burning with curiosity to know [whether, unless, that] the
nightingale [will sing, would sing, sung] for him when the sun [will rise, would rise,
rose].

287. Since the moon [raised, aroused, rose], the mole [works, has been working,
worked] on a house in the south of France, and the scorpion has been trying very hard
not to bite her before she [will finish, has finished, is finishing].

288. The badger had been [laying, lying, lied] in bed for hours when his two ten-year-
old sons came back from the ball and ordered him to [lie, lay, lain] the table at once.

289. The dragonfly would [have flown, be flying, flown] towards Holland now if the
pigeon had lent her his compass and a map of Europe, [which, that, what] he never
did.

290. The editor-in-chief confessed that he would have [hanged, hung, hanging]
himself if the doorman had [hung, hanged, hanging] the lamp from the ceiling.

291. The bachelor got married in May, but no sooner [he stepped, he had stepped,
had he stepped] out of the town hall than his wife [had eloped, eloped, did elope]
with his driver.

292. Hardly [the ant had, has the ant, had the ant] gone to bed at night when the
cricket [stole, had stolen, stealed] into her pantry, and ate all her chocolates.

293. Unless the eagle [had, has, would have] scared the hare to death, the latter would
never have become the world’s best runner.

294. You had better [told, telling, have told] the toad that she must buy books in Dutch
if she wants to become a Dutch novelist.
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295. The ship was sinking [ever deeper, deeper and deeper, always deeper] into the
ocean when it occurred to the mouse who was hiding in the captain’s cabin to email
the whale and ask her to rescue the crew.

296. Once upon a time [lived, there lived, has lived] a firefly who could give as much
light [than, as, like] the moon at night, and he would have helped any of you save
your money for electricity if he [would not have, had not, has not] flown into the
outer space, in search of adventure.

297. Hardly [the vixen had, had the vixen, has the vixen] stolen the cheese from the
raven than the hawk shouted from up high that he [will, shall, would] send the police
to arrest her for theft.

298. The soldier wished he [has, had, was] never seen a sword in his life.

299. [Did I imagine, Had I imagined, I had imagined] the wolf [was, is, will be]
hungry, I would have taken him to a restaurant.

300. The tomcat would never have married a lizard if he [has known, knew, had
known] that she [is, has been, was] so careless when it came to her tail.
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2. Present Tense

1. The chimney sweeper [often is called, is called often, is often called] upon to speak
in the name of all those who work in soot, and who often end up begging at street

corners.

2. The Dragon never keeps quiet when [Prince Charming, Charming Prince, Prince
Charmed] calls out the names of all the fairy tale heroes, and he is right now [been,
being, be] scolded by Sleeping Beauty for his impudence.

3. Does the lazy squirrel ever talk about rules in the forest, or is she afraid the birds
might think she is not at all the right person [talking, to have talked, to be talking]
about discipline?

4. Whom is the traveller calling at four o’clock in the morning, and why is he shouting
that he [had been, is being, would be] robbed by bears, when [it is, there is, is] no
bear around, and all the animals are sound asleep in their beds?

5. What kind of coffee [does always the leopard drink, does the leopard always
drink, does the leopard drink always] before hunting, and when did the lizard start
putting sleeping pills, instead of sugar, in it?

6. The dressmaker is reading a [novel, short story, novella] about a general who is
always boasting that he [may, would, can] defeat a whole army with his bare hands,
but runs away whenever the faintest noise is heard.

7. Doesn’t the mink want to become a movie star, or is she negotiating with the film
director [for to, to the purpose to, in order to] get more money than she [had already,
will already have, has already] been offered?

8. William the Conqueror is [live, alive, in life] again, and is carrying about with him
a box full of sparks from Hell, as he usually [does, makes, strikes] a fire wherever he
spends the night.
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9. The newspaperman drinks cognac while he is writing his articles, because drinking
[makes, does, causes] him much more intelligent than he usually is.

10. The fisherman is hoping to catch the silver trout, and tell it that he [need, needs,
must] a castle, a fortune, and a kingdom of his own, and, if the trout refuses him, he
is [decided, determined, firm] to fry it and eat it for lunch.

11. The conjurer who carries out tests on monkeys meets all the animals in the jungle
every three years, and is now being waited for in the Congo, where all the Zoos in
Africa want [his to rest, that he is resting, him to rest] in the bed that is never
[sleeping in, slept in, slept] by tourists.

12. The shark [is being said, is being told, is been told] to stop scaring all the fish in
the Mediterranean Sea, and, as he refuses to do so, the whale [is sent, is being sent
for, is sending for].

13. What does the sum the business manager is going to ask of the movie star, who is
right now cleaning the director’s bedroom in order to make a living, [amount, reach,
amount to], and how many shares can this sum be [shared, divided, divided into]?

14. The snail [is being, is been, has been] caught shop-lifting at this very moment.

15. [In, At, On] this very minute, the drake is being advised to run away as fast as he
can, while the gander is running after him, and if the gander finds the gold coins which
the drake has hidden in the parking lot of Scotland Yard, the drake is very [alike,
likely, similar] to be condemned to forced labour for tax evasion.

16. The toad is being changed into a handsome fair-[hairy, haired, hairs] youth under
our very eyes, and we are being [said, told, explained] at this very moment that, if we
do not believe it is true, we can also be turned into toads in no time at all.

17. Before the lizard is [operated, operating, operated on], the nurse is changing into
her uniform, and she is [being waited for, been waited for, being waited] by the
surgeon.
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18. New mental asylums [are building, are being built, are been built] all over the
town, after the plans of the civil engineer, who [changes, is changing, is changed] out
of his overalls at the end of every [working, week, labour] day, and spends the night
in a tent every other day.

19. The seagull is [sent, being sent, sended] to the South Pole every year, and he is
usually seen coming back with a fur coat and a pair of mittens.

20. The beggar [investigates, investigated, is being investigated] by the Scotland
Yard, because he is always spending money on horse races.
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3. Past Tense

1. The schoolmaster was [doing, making, speaking] business with the interpreter
when the latter suddenly got angry, and asked whom [was he, he was, is he] making
rules for, since nobody was going to obey a schoolmaster’s rules.

2. Does your customer remember how much [did the garage charge, has the garage
charged, the garage charged] him for fixing his car when he was [doing, taking,
spending] a trip to Japan, and why they charged the repairs to his stepfather’s
account, which Japanese garages usually do whenever anyone [does, makes, did]
faces at them while they are fixing a car?

3. Whenever the police [charged, was charging, would charge] the connoisseur with
stealing a famous painting by Michelangelo, the latter [did, was making, would
make] a bow, he claimed that his deed [did, made, makes] credit to his profession,
and [would invariably deny, was invariably denying, will invariably deny] the
offence he had been charged with.

4. My acquaintance [lost, was losing, would lose] her fortune while she was
chattering with her girlfriends, and, one day, it [occurred, occured, ocured] to her that
her friends were always cheating somebody out of [their, his, her] inheritance, as they
were all dishonest lawyers, and [made, did, were making] a mess of everybody’s life.

5. [Whose, Who's, Whom] was the typist who was checking your manuscript pointing
her gun at when you realized she [was being, was, is] a criminal, and decided to grab
her gun, while the typist stood still, and stared at you agape?

6. The courtier was spreading the rumour that the princess needed cheering up as she
knew she [was going to, will, is going to] have triplets, and also because her great-
grandfather had threatened to cut her out of his will if she [would keep, kept, will
keep] stealing his cigarettes whenever she [would hear, heard, was hearing] their
price was going up.

7. The crab found himself all covered in butter, and [just asked, was just asking, just
was asking] his relatives on his mother’s side to wait until he [had cleaned, would
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clean, will clean] himself up, when his second cousin asked angrily how long he
[needs, would need, was needing] to clean up, and added that the crab was almost
always keeping his blood relatives waiting, especially because he [laid, lay, lain] in
bed for days on end.

8. The seamstress was washing the dishes when her stepsister [brought her to mind,
reminded her, remembered her] that she should climb down the stairs, into the
drawing room, where her foster parents [were waiting, would wait, will wait] for her
to read Dickens to them.

9. The colour-blind young man was just closing his office up when his in-laws [were
paying, paid, payed] him a visit, and admired his garden, which was full of flowers
that closed up at night, and they asked him if he [was ever taking, ever did take, ever
took] flowers to his twin daughters, since they were his flesh and blood, and deserved
the best.

10. The dressmaker and the dancer finally split up, as [they both felt, both they felt,
they felt both] they were wrong [for each other, for one another, each for other], but
her face always [was clouding, has clouded, clouded] over whenever she heard his
name, or when common friends started inquiring whom she was going out with, and
she merely replied she was not dating [someone, anyone, no one] yet.

11. Whenever the sky [clouded, was clouding, would cloud] over, the debtor [has,
will, would] always complain he was not well taken care of, that, [since, for, since
when] his divorce had come through, he had never been visited by his former
mistress, while his ex-wife was reported to refer to him as her [latter, lastly, late]
husband, and was even said to be sharing a flat with the debtor’s half brother, which
made the debtor claim that he could hear wedding bells.

12. The Scot coloured up every time he [was being asked, was asked, would be asked]
by the Finn where he usually spent his nights, and he explained [at, on, to] the Finn
that his bed was never [sleeping, slept, slept in] because his new house [was being
just, just was being, was just being] built, and he rarely stayed there overnight.

13. The Swede asked what the name of the creditor whom the Dane had mentioned
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was, why [the Dane was, was the Dane, the Dane is] being scolded [ahead of, in front
of, in the face of] the guests, and why [he was not invited, was he not being invited,
was he not invited] to sit down and have a drink with everybody else.

14. The judge wondered why [the camera was, the camera is, was the camera] coming
apart in his hands, and the Turk, who was just being accused of sorcery, tore away
screaming he [was being, was been, is being] framed, and he was by no means
coming before the court unless another judge [will be, would be, was] sent for.

15. The Spaniard never admitted he [knows, knew, has known] the man who had
robbed all the banks in Egypt, so he was flown to Lapland to spend the rest of his life
in an igloo, and another Spaniard was sent [to, after, for].

16. The Swede was being [waited, waited for, waited after], and all the windows were
being washed in his honour, but nobody had [some, any, no] idea that he [has, had,
would have] already been arrested by the Scotland Yard, because he had persuaded
all the students of a London school to speak nothing but Swedish.

17. The midget was charged [of, with, for] stealing all the apples in the orchard, and
he had indeed stolen those apples, because his personality was not enough
[commented, commented on, commenting] in the local newspaper, and he [always
was being, was being always, was always being] compared to a giant whale that he
hated.

18. The crane cured the owl of tonsillitis, and, while he [has been, is being, was being]
congratulated by all the birds, he announced that he [was, had been, has been]
awarded the Nobel Prize for medicine, which made him the first crane [being, be, to
be] awarded a prize which was usually meant for humans.

19. The embezzler wondered aloud why [were jobs, jobs were being, jobs were] hard
to come by, and the patriot —whose cold [is being, has been, was being] treated by
the best physician in the district, but could not possibly be cured —blew his nose,
coughed meaningfully, and informed the embezzler that nobody [will, does, would]
hire him, because everybody knew that he had stolen the queen’s diamond necklace

in his prime.
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20. The cynic came from an exiled Dutch family of protestants, and he was fired as
soon as the manager found out that he [was, is, is being] [mocked at, mocked for,
mocked of] by all his neighbours, mainly because he was known [being, be, to be] a
bad runner, who always came in [late, lately, last], but claimed to be the best
sportsman in the world.
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4. Present Perfect

1. The high official [just has arrived, just arrived, has just arrived] from [Hague, The
Hague, Hagen], where he has bought a wardrobe, which, he thinks, will come in
handy when the idealist, who [just came, has just come, is just coming] into his share
of his great-grandfather’s legacy, [will make, made, makes] up his mind to visit him,
especially if the idealist is looking for a hiding place —which is not unusual for an
idealist.

2. [How long, Since when, Since] has the democrat been in power, when [has he
started, he started, did he start] licking his lips at the sight of food, who has reassured
him that no other party will come into power while he is alive, why [he has been, has
he been, was he] living on tomatoes alone since they came into season, and will he
still be grinning when all these questions [will be, would be, have been] printed by
The Times?

3. The greedy bear [has not yet come, yet has not come, has not come yet] into his
share of honey, and he has been complaining for days now that he was promised the
honey when the peach trees [will come, would come, came] into blossom, and he has
been waiting [for, since, ago] an awfully long time.

4. The rabbit cannot understand why [did he bump, he bumped, has he bumped]
into the fox, although he has repeatedly been warned that one day he will bump into
a policeman if he [keeps, is keeping, will keep] on [speed, speeding, to speed].

5. The spy [was nodding, nodded, has been nodding] at the hypochondriac for two
hours now, since nodding came into fashion—at five p.m. sharp, and the
hypochondriac has been blowing him kisses all this time, because today the spy
[disguised, has disguised, was disguising] himself as a schoolgirl, which has made
the hypochondriac feel twenty again.

6. [For, Ever since, Since when] the historiographer has been telling the audience
whatever has come into his head, the saviour of the black tribe has been [shaking,
trembling, nodding] his head in disapproval, whispering to those around him that,
since the motorway [came, has come, was coming] back into use three months ago,
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all kinds of people have been talking nonsense day and night.

7. I wonder how long your brother has been a cuckold, and how long [have you, you
had, you have] known about that without telling anyone, and I am going to let people
know that, [since, how long, for] he came of age, he [beckoned, was beckoning, has
beckoned] to every pretty girl in sight, and his wife has been poking her tongue out
at him until she was utterly bored, and began cheating on him.

8. Has your forerunner ever been mentioned [since, for, how long] you were invited
by the historian to pay him a visit, and how many days have you been keeping the
historian company without being [said, told, explained] that your twin sister has
come upon a box of gold coins, which used to belong to your ancestors, which was
hidden centuries ago, and has been looked [for for, for, how long] years on end, since
a letter which was found mentioned the place where the box had been buried?

9. The striped reindeer has never in his life come to anybody’s assistance, so, since the
Eskimo complained that his igloo [has, was, had] melted, and he was homeless, the
reindeer has been [debatable, debating, arguing] with himself whether he should
interfere, or pretend he has not heard.

10. I wonder if the penguin [ever has come, has ever come, had ever come] to blows
with his guardian angel since he [was living, lived, has been living] at the monastery,
because a tortoise has lately been rumoured to have given up faith while she [has
been, was, had been] waiting for the kettle to come to the boil in the kitchen of the
monastery, and believers have already started wondering whether penguins have not
caught some disease of the brain from tortoises.

11. The [eighty-five years old, eighty-five-year-old, eighty-five-years-aged]
swimmer [has been, was, had been] inhabiting that old people’s home [since, ago,
for] twenty years, and he has never argued with anyone, so, although the
schoolmistress has just complained that, when they had an argument, he [raised, rose,
arose] his cane at her, we are very much inclined to doubt her story.

12. The elephant [is, has been, had been] caught today, and he has come to the
conclusion that the judge has been hunting him [ever since, ever for, ever after] he
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was a young skier inhabiting a chalet, when he was expected to come to a bad end,
because he [would spend, should spend, had spent] far more than he earned, which
is [presently, actually, shortly] why he has been brought to the Police station this

afternoon.

13. The butterfly [spent lately, will spend lately, has lately been spending] his
[Sunday’s, Sunday, Sundays] with a painter, and, although the butterfly has offered
numberless times to be his model, for two months [ago, now, lately] the painter [has
been, was, is] refusing him because he hates males with butterfly wings.

14. The dispute [among, between, through] the novelist and the judge [came, has
come, has been coming] to an end when the former’s study was demolished, and they
[were, have been, are] best of friends for ages now: they have even been sleeping in
the same trailer for the last few weeks, and, whenever the radio broadcasts the
national anthem, they [will both stand, will stand both, both will stand] up,
inevitably banging their heads against the roof — which is the reason why they have
been staggering down the main street for the [latest, latter, last] few days, while
everyone thinks them to be drinking each other’s health day and night.

15. The donkey [has never been, has never, was never] accompanied the beaver to his
workshop, and, when the latter was attacked there by ants, the donkey confessed that
he [would rather, had rather, would better] become a sailor, and share a cabin with
fifteen other sailors, than do what the beaver [was, has been, had been] doing for
thirty-three years.

16. The Lapp has just hired a secretary, whose office [has been painted, has been
painting, has painted] pink, [unless, lest, so that] anyone should learn [nothing,
something, anything] about the murder that has lately been committed there.

17. The coward [was yelling, yelled, has been yelling] in the staffroom for a whole
hour, and the teachers [fed, have been feeding, were feeding] him since he began
yelling, but, for at least ten minutes now, everybody has been wondering when [will
the coward, the coward will, has the coward] come to the point.

18. The prisoner [was, has been, had been] reading in his cell since he [was giving,
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has given, was given] the Bible which he had been promised, and he has not even
heard the yells of the demonstrator, who [is, was, has been] trying to come to his
rescue for two weeks now, and [is, was, has been] taken to the Police Station daily for
over a week.

19. The patient who has [a date, an appointment, a meeting] with the dentist at five
past two [was waiting, waited, has been waiting] in the waiting room for an hour,
and, in the meantime, he has heard all the other patients screaming, so right now he
is putting on his red and white overcoat and his blue and yellow hat, and is bravely
running away.

20. The gardener has always enjoyed a leisurely morning in the greenhouse, and has
even [promised, been promising, been promised] that he will be allowed to spend a
whole vacation there sometime, or at least so he has [been telling, been told, told].

21. Although the hotel doorkeeper explained to the visitor that he [had been cleaning,
has cleaned, cleaned] the attic, and he had not heard the bell, the visitor has
complained to the manager, and is now hoping that the doorkeeper [was already, had
already been, has already been] fired, and he can apply for the job himself.

22. The camel’s London house has recently been bought by a rich American, who [has,
had, is] just moved it to New York brick by brick, and, for several days, the camel [is,
was, has been] seen sleeping in Hyde Park, where all the children stare at her.

23. The chimpanzee [has just shown, has just been shown, was just shown] an
excellent place for a tent, and his friend, the scientist, has come up with the perfect
method to [determine, decide, persuade] passers-by to buy the photographs the
chimpanzee [took, has taken, has been taking] when he spent a Christmas in
Lapland.

24. The fishmonger [has just been turning, has just been turned, has just turned]
eighty, but he is still fishing in the Mediterranean, and [has never given, never gave,
has never been giving] up hope that, one day, he will be compared to his great-
grandfather, who once [has won, won, was winning] the Nobel Prize for fishing with
a net.
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25. The dermatologist who [has just been entering, has just entered, was just
entering] the stationer’s has ordered a dozen striped envelopes, and is screaming that
he [has just been, was just, had just been] hit by a car, and he will write a letter to his
lawyer, and demand that the driver should pay him a million pounds, although he
looks perfectly healthy to all the customers who [have been, had been, were] listening
to him for the last few minutes.

26. This bed has not been [slept in, slept, slept into] since an explorer competed
against a golf player, and lost, because he [was, had been, has been] eating chocolates
all night, which [has not happened, did not happen, would not happen] again since
the hotel was closed, and its manager had to retire twenty years before his time.

27. [How long, Since, Since when] has the cobra been complaining about the blue
carnations the crab keeps buying her at the florist’s, and how long has the detective
paid the crab for spying on [others, the others, the other] customers who have bought
flowers for the cobra as well?

28. The prisoner [has been, was, had been] complaining of headaches since the
chemist forced him to wash with perfumed soap daily.

29. For years, the caterpillar [has been, had been, was] eating cauliflower day and
night when the greengrocer [has decided, decided, was deciding] he must hide his
cauliflower from her, but, on the day the caterpillar burst into the greengrocer’s shop
with a loaded gun, the greengrocer realized he [had been, has been, was being]
wrong, and, since that day, he has been selling the caterpillar as much cauliflower as
she has wanted.

30. [Since, As long as, For] twenty years now, the crow [found, had found, has found]
it very hard to conceive of anyone wanting to turn a church [into, in, over] a casino,
but the engineer [had, has, was] lately been concentrating his attention on rebuilding
the town, and, [ever as, ever since, ever for] the crow was condemned to ten [year,
year’s, years’] imprisonment for religious propaganda, the engineer has felt it his duty
to redecorate the cathedral with gambling tables.
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31. The duck [has, had, was] recently discovered a new language, and [had been, was,
has been] trying to use it with the drake, who has forgotten his mother tongue, and
[was, has been, had been] very lonely lately, because he has not been able to
communicate with [no one, nobody, anyone].

32. Since the school was [building, build, built], the headmistress [has been, was,
has] expected to confide in the Arabic teacher, and she has been followed by her pupils
wherever she has gone, but so far she [confined, had confined, has confined] herself
to talking to the doorman, and instructing him to keep all the bedrooms under lock at
night.

33. The fact that the elk has just been discovered talking on the phone at midnight
makes the policeman suspect that the elk [had, was, has] been hiding a terrible secret
[all, every, any] along, and [had, has, was] never been [ordered, ordering, order] to
tell the truth.

34. Since the prison [has been, was, had been] built, its warden [has, had, was] often
been accused by [tens, dozens, decades] of witnesses, but he has never admitted that
he beats all the convicts with his cane, although everyone knows that the cane has
been bought at the fair precisely for this purpose, and [was, had been, has been] used
daily, ever since it was purchased by the warden, one day before the jail was opened.

35. [Had, Has, Was] the frog already been congratulated on her recent success with
the play that the giraffe wants to play in, and [had, did, has] the frog allowed the
giraffe to play the leading part, or has a better actress [been found, found, being
found]?

36. The postmaster [never had, has never, never will have] been accused of conspiring
with his customers to close down the post office because, ever since the telephone was
invented, he [has been, was, had been] making a lot of money with his public phones,
and, besides, he [had also been, has also been, will also have been] taught by his
doctor how to save one million pounds, and then retire to Hawaii.

37. Since last year, when the surgeon [has spent, spent, was spending] a holiday in
Venice, his gander [dreamt, had been dreaming, has been dreaming] of becoming a
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gondolier, and he has been saving money to buy a boat, although he [has told, has
been told, will have been told] that foreigners cannot work in Venice in summer.

38. Since the goat [complained, was complaining, has been complaining] that a
mosquito was feeding on her blood, the judge of insects has been interrogating all the
mosquitoes in Latvia, but he [did not yet find, was not yet finding, has not yet found]
the criminal.

39. A year ago, the fiddler [converted, has converted, was converting] to Judaism,
and [visited, was visiting, has visited] Jerusalem ten times [so far, as far, as farther
as], because he has converted an old stable there into a comfortable apartment, and
[is, has been, was] waiting for a miracle to happen ever since.

40. Last Friday, the locksmith was convicted for selling all his tools on the black
market, but his lawyer [has been, was, had been] trying to clear him of all charges
ever since the trial [will begin, began, has been beginning], because he is convinced
of the old man’s good intentions, and knows that the prosecution has cooked up a
story to imprison him, because they have run out of convicts to harass.
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5. Past Perfect

1. The grasshopper [had been hiding, hid, was hiding] behind a leaf since dawn, and
the hawk was looking for her, because he [was, had been, has been] told that the
grasshopper [had, has, had had] a million acorns in the bank, and he was
unemployed.

2. The hedgehog had always wanted to marry a swan, but, when he had met one, he
had told her that he [has never seen, had never seen, would never have seen] an
uglier creature, and the swan had sworn never to marry a hedgehog for as long as she
[lived, lives, was living].

3. When the hippopotamus confessed that he [has always been, will always have
been, had always been] a fan of Pavarotti, the whale said that she had never wanted
to listen [at, to, for] anyone else but Domingo, and, although they [have been living,
had been living, were living] in the same ocean for twenty-two years, they separated,
and never saw each other again.

4. The jaguar had repeatedly reassured his sister that he could be counted on
whenever she [was, is, will be] in need of huge sums of money, but she was wise
enough not [counting, having counted, to count] on his help, as he had often told her
at the last minute to count him out, although he knew she was desperate, and had
nobody else to turn to—because he was, and [has, had, will have] always been her
[nearest, closest, next] of kin.

5. When the kangaroo was [said, told, telling] that his daughter used to jump three
times whenever she was angry, he wondered how long [the others had known, the
others knew, had the others known] that, and if they had realized that jumping was
a magic gesture with her.

6. The lobster was swimming; he [was, had been, has been] swimming for thirteen
hours when he met the octopus, who told the lobster that he [had been, was, has been]
looked [for for, for, after for] ten hours, because his ex-wife had gone to the police
and had reported him [to miss, missed, missing].
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7. The liberal had crept into the bookseller’s bedroom, had stolen the latter’s [eldest,
older, oldest] Bible, and he had started counting right there and then how many times
the names of his girlfriends were mentioned in its pages, as he had long [ago, time,
before] decided he would only marry a woman whose name [had never been, never
had been, has never been] used before.

8. The magpie received a letter [of which, whose, who’s] address [was, has been, had
been] crossed out, a new one [was, had been, has been] written in a corner, and a
sheet of paper inside it announced that the magpie had been crossed off the list of
birds who had once been allowed to accompany the leopard when he was [on, in,
about] his way to the Zoo.

9. The marten [has received, had received, received] the text of his lecture last week,
and realized he [had forgotten, forgot, has forgotten] to cross out several remarks
which he had meant to ignore while speaking to his audience, but he had feared his
text [would, might, must] become illegible because of the many crossings-out.

10. The penguin was asked if his dream [had always been, has always been, always
was] to cross an elephant with a [swine, pig, pork] in order to have more pork to eat,
and all the reporters who [heard, were hearing, had heard] the question crowded
around him to hear what he was going to reply.

11. The linguist had warned his students that someone would be killed in the lecture
hall [if not, unless, whether] they [will post, would post, posted] the notice that he
[had been, has been, was] writing for weeks, which warned latecomers there was no
more room.

12. The man of letters [has been, had been, is] crying over his misfortunes for hours,
when his publisher burst into the room screaming that there was nothing to cry about,
as his book [had, has been, was] sold like hot cakes, and he had become a millionaire
[over the night, after the night, overnight].

13. The lion’s great-grandchild had been crying for milk [since, for, while] hours on
end, because the lion had run out of milk, but he had been warned by the hunter that,
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if he ever [would go, went, would have gone] out to buy milk after midnight, he [will,
must, would] be shot on the spot.

14. When the mule noticed his house was on fire, his neighbour, the otter, [had been,
has been, was] crying out for help for twenty minutes, and his girlfriend realized that
he had locked the door, and [threw, thrown, throwed] out of the window the only
key they [had had, have, had].

15. The partridge remembered that she [has decided, had decided, decided] never to
eat sweets again, which had happened after she [will, had, has] put on so much
weight that she [had, has had, had had] to buy new feathers, and she realized she [has
been, is, had been] wearing those feathers for twenty years.

16. The pheasant had been telling me for over [a half an hour, half an hour, half of
an hour] that the search for his crocodile had led to the discovery of a lion cub, when
the pigeon interrupted him, and asked the passers-by if [they had, had they, have
they] ever played with a lion cub, and when [they would, would they, will they] like
to do it again.

17. The polar bear asked the quail how [he had, had he, he has] been cured of laziness,
and the quail, who had been digging in the garden for two days and two nights, asked
him, in his turn, how long [had he, he had, he has] been living on public charity, and
when [did he think, he thought, had he thought] he [would be, will be, will have
been] cured of mumps, as the quail had never had that disease, and was afraid of
coming near the polar bear, because he felt positive he would catch it.

18. It had been raining cats and dogs for [quarter of an hour, quarter of hour, a quarter
of an hour] when the carpenter decided to cut across the wood, instead of taking the
road he [had known, knew, has known] ever since he had been a child, but he
suddenly caught sight of his worst enemy, the raven, who [was, had been, has been]
waiting for years to catch him all alone and unarmed, on a rainy night, so the carpenter
simply cut and ran into the highway.

19. The economist had been explaining for [an hour and a half, an hour and half, an
hour half] that the production of balloons [had, had had, has had] to be cut back by
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thirty-three percent, and asked his students to calculate how many workers had had
to be fired, and how many [were still working, had still been working, have still
been working] out of the initial figure of a hundred and twelve workers, who had
been preserved after the first cutback in capital investment.

20. The publisher wanted a footnote, which was to explain where the gardener who
[has cut, was cut, had cut] down all the peach trees around the publisher’s childhood
home [was, was he, he was], and added that, although he [has been, had been, was]
trying hard to cut down on fruit and vegetables for a month, he had not been able to
help crying at the [sight, landscape, view] of what used to be his orchard, and which
had been changed [to, for, into] a supermarket.

21. The firefly wondered [when will he, when he would, when would he] be
rewarded for the light he gave at night, and when humans would understand that he
had been alive ever since the beginning of this universe.

22. The ram inquired [who, whom, whose] the man [whom, whose, who] wife had
been forced to give up tobacco, alcohol, drugs, fat, meat, sugar, watching television
and going to bed late was, and said that he understood why she had felt so miserable
that she had been on the point [to drown, of drowning, she drowned] herself in the
Thames.

23. The rat [had been, was, has been] warned that the solar battery he had invented
had not impressed the director of the company, who [has been, was, had been] trying
for a long time to find out who the lazybones with foolish ideas that had cost him a
million dollars was, so the rat [had been advised, had been advising, has been
advising] to be prepared, in case he [will be, was, would be] fired, as nobody could
save him from the anger of the manager, who had no idea how valuable the rat’s solar
battery [will, would, should] soon turn out to be.

24. Whom did the rhinoceros ask whom the [ow] had been, had the owl been, had
been the owl] married to, and why [it amazed, it amazes, does it amaze] you that he
wanted to know whom the owl had worked for before she had asked him for a job?

25. The goblin [has been, had been, was] crying since he had been told that nobody
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knew what century [did the beads date, had the beads dated, the beads dated] back
to, because it dawned upon him that he had been cheated by the pedlar who had sold
them to him on the black market.

26. The salmon had been the source of inspiration for the author of a thriller [whose,
that, whom] described the hardships of colonization, and nothing bad would have
happened unless the salmon [used, had not used, had used] the money he had been
paid in order to buy a lake, which had soon gone dry, and, at its bottom, the police
had found a trunk full of pearls, which the salmon [has stolen, stole, had stolen] from
the mediaeval pirates.

27. Did the otter know that the pelican [had stolen, has stolen, stole] your fish when
you had been in Portugal, or did the otter think the pelican had caught his own fish,
and he had put on weight because he [ate, has been eating, had been eating] too
much?

28. The scorpion [was, had been, has been] swimming in the sea for a very long time
when he saw a whale, and asked her if she had ever been bitten by a scorpion, and if
she would take the scorpion to the shore if he [will tell, would tell, told] her that he
had lost his way.

29. The seal told the shark that she [had studied, has studied, studied] biology in the
Pacific Ocean, that she [has been, was, had been] living in that ocean as a freelancer
for one hundred and seventy-six years, and then asked the shark if he [had ever been,

has ever been, was ever] married, because she thought it was time for her to find a
dependable husband.

30. No sooner [the snail had arrived, had the snail arrived, has the snail arrived],
than the frog jumped in front of him, and asked how long [has he, had he, he had]
been travelling, what places he had visited, how many friends he had made, what
kinds of food he had eaten, and, last but not least, if he [had managed, managed, has
managed] to find the woman of his dreams.
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6. Future

1. The sparrow wants to know when the snake [grows, is growing, will grow] wings,
and if the snake [takes, is taking, will take] her to Wales when he can fly, because she
is certain that she will find her family there.

2. Will the spider catch the fly in his net when the sun [will set, set, sets], and will the
spider ask the fly when exactly [she will tell, will she tell, she tells] him what he
wants to know, or if [does the fly, the fly will, will the fly] ever tell him the truth
about her secret life?

3. The playwright was certain that no essayist [will, shall, would] abuse him in the
papers, as all critics described him as highly entertaining, although his six-act plays
can hardly be described as humorous, and the lieutenant whom he invited to the
opening night has been telling everybody since then that he [would never talk, will
never talk, would never have talked] to the playwright again, because he hates being
forced to sit through a [four-hour, four hours, four hour] monologue, and then have
to pretend that he enjoyed it tremendously.

4. The inhabitants of the island will not see the pirates leaving the island any time
soon, because the chief of the pirates has become engaged to a native woman, who,
before the event, told all her friends that she [would, will, does] never be slim and
beautiful unless some handsome stranger [will come, came, would come] and
rescued her from the bananas she [would eat, will eat, is eating] every day.

5. The salamander is wondering how long the warrior who has detected traces of
squirrel blood in the rock samples he [studied, was studying, has been studying] for
a fortnight [will be staying, would stay, will have stayed] at the best hotel in town,
since the salamander knows the warrior is never going to marry the mayor’s daughter,
and she is certain that the young lady herself [would, will, shall] tell the warrior that
she does not like his profession.

6. When the sparrow [will fly, flies, is flying] to a planet that [is, has been, will be]
discovered when the astronomer finishes his research, and if the astronomer [makes,
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is making, will make] up his mind to let everyone know where the sparrow is, the
sparrow [will be, is, will have been] elected leader of all the birds, and nobody will
find out who she really is, until the eagle flies to that planet, and [will tell, has told,
tells] everyone that the sparrow will soon be four hundred and ninety-nine years old,
and in one year’s time, when she turns five hundred, she will become the fiercest
vampire in the universe.

7. Unless our planet [will be, would be, is] destroyed by an atomic war, the trout will
be studying the stock market, and the swan will be writing to all the newspapers on
earth that the trout will soon become the ruler of all the inhabitants of this world, and
she [would, will, should] always add proudly that she will never allow herself [to be,
to have, to have been] ruled by an ex-butler, who once [has served, served, will have
served] Einstein’s great-granddaughter, and who stole many jewels from her safe.

8. The agitation [will, should, would] die down when the squirrel [will announce,
had announced, announces] the firefly that his maid will soon bring the tea, because
the firefly [would, should, will] always have his tea at five o’clock in the morning,
and right now, after working for a whole night, he is famished and dying for a hot
drink.

9. For some time now, the duchess [is, has been, was] waiting for a break from her
household commitments, and today she [let, had let, has let] her intimate friends
know that she will be staying for a month at the knight’s castle, and will prevent him
[from taking, to take, in taking] part in the tournament organized by the king, after
which all knights are known [will die, dying, to die] of their wounds.

10. By the time the witness [will finish, finished, finishes] dictating his deposition to
the typist, the audience will have left, although the article published in [yesterday’s,
yesterday, of yesterday] paper stated that all the inhabitants of the hamlet were
looking forward to finding out who [would be, will have been, had been] charged
with the murder of the mayor.

11. The onlookers [are dying, would die, will have died] of boredom by the time the
turtle [decides, will decide, has decided] to announce that she will never act Ophelia
in that Australian village again, because she [has just, has just been, was just] told
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that two Martians have recently starved to death there, although she had hidden them
carefully, and had given them provisions for a year before she decided she [will, will
be, would] have to leave them on their own.

12. The elephant will have been carrying straws for years before the director of the
Zoo [will realize, realizes, realized] that the proverb “It was the [last, latter, latest]
straw that broke the camel’s back” can apply to larger animals as well, and [admits,
will admit, admitted] that he was wrong when he stated that elephants [differ, will
differ, differed] from every other living creature, and would some day rule the Earth.

13. The two turkeys differed so much [of, from, between] each other, in so many ways,
that they decided last year that they [are going to, would, will] call in a clown, and
pay him to do some research, and find out if they [would differ, differed, differ] from
each other all their lives, and if their family life [will always be, is always, would
always be] the laughing stock of the whole hamlet.

14. When the walrus asked the dolphin if [he would, will he, would he] ever propose
to her, if he [ever takes, ever took, would ever take] her to Warsaw for their
honeymoon, if he would ever buy her a diamond ring, and if he would be faithful to
her all his life, the dolphin turned round and left, and he is still telling himself that he
[would grow, has grown, will have grown] old and bald before he [will marry, is
marrying, marries] that kind of woman.

15. The wasp [would be, is, will be] sent to Rome if they find out that she can turn
water into wine, and she [will grant, grants, will be granted] a chemistry prize, but
the seagull has just announced the press that, when they [buy, will buy, will have
bought] a plane ticket for the wasp, he will already have swallowed her.

16. The dragon knew he [will have, would have, has] to steal a Princess sooner or
later, before he was too old to fight, and every year he told himself he would do it the
next year by all means, and now he is sure that, by the time he [will be, has been, is]
an old dragon, he [has, will have, would have] stolen the princess, and they will be
like Beauty and the Beast, only he does not realize that he [has just, had just, will just
have] turned ninety.

C ONTEMPORARY

L ITERATURE P RESS

http://editura.mttlc.ro
The University of Bucharest. 2015



185

Metoda Lidia Vianu
Smile and Learn! Lidia Vianu

Invigafi regulile. Student la Engleza
Inviati inteligent.

17. The bat wonders when the caterpillar [is, was, will be] willing to admit that she
always mistakes physicians for physicists, and, as a natural consequence, if she [falls,
will fall, fell] ill, she will probably call a physicist to cure her.

18. The hedgehog will be holding two Martians hostages until he [had been, was, is]
given a helicopter to leave with the [five-million, five million, five millions] gold
coins which he has stolen from the bank of Monte Carlo, not realizing that he [would
be, will have been, was] caught and imprisoned by the Scotland Yard long before he
has a chance to spend all those coins.

19. When [does, will, shall] the fakir tell me where he will go after he [will have been,
was, has been] accused of stealing the hedgehog’s spikes?

20. The secret agent will never tell [no one, nobody, anyone] where he was captured
by aliens, how he managed to come back to earth alive, [or, nor, either] when he [goes,
would go, will go] back to that place.

21. When [does the camel tell, will the camel tell, the camel tells] you if she [would
pay, will pay, pays] for the cakes, or if she will eat them before anyone realizes what
she is doing?

22. For two hours now, the architect [was, is, has been] running after the train in which
I have loaded his gold bullions, and I could bet on a five-hundred bill that he
[vanishes, has vanished, will have vanished] from sight by the time we come out of
the tunnel ahead.

23. The bear [has shaved, will be shaving, will have shaved] his beard by the time he
buys a house in town, because the owner of the house dislikes facial hair, and [will,
would, shall] not sell the house to him otherwise.

24. The philosopher wanted to know why he [has been, was, had been] told that
nobody [would, will, will have] read his treatises until he joined the Philosophers’
Party, and added that he would never be willing to do such a thing for as long as he
[would live, will live, lived].
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25. Did the judge have any idea that he [would be, will be, will have been] discharged
from the intensive care unit, and transferred to a special ward, where they [would
operate, will operate, operated] on his brain, in order to turn him into an atheist?

26. By the time the librarian’s ghost [realizes, will realize, would realize] there are so
many ghosts in Prague that nobody pays any attention to them [no, any, not any]
longer, the mayor will have forbidden all ghosts to enter public institutions, [what,
thing, which] will prevent the librarian’s ghost from scaring young readers in their

teens.

27. Was the pharaoh told he [would have, has, will have] to build a red pyramid if he
[would want, will want, wanted] to be famous all over the world after he [will have,
would have, had] died?

28. The chemist [will never have discouraged, will never discourage, never
discouraged] a customer from driving to his shop late at night, but he will discourage
his customers [will have, have, from having] anything to do with other chemists,
[will, won't, doesn’t] he?

29. The scientist knew that he [will, was, would] never be awarded the Nobel Prize,
because he [has not made, had not made, will not have made] any important
discovery in his whole life, so he was telling himself he would soon go to another
galaxy, where his intelligence [was, will be, would be] more appreciated.

30. The jailor explained to the person who, he hoped, [would hire, will hire, hired]
him, that he would gain a lot more experience if he [will be, would be, was] allowed
to practise in the Tower of London for a few days.

C ONTEMPORARY

L ITERATURE P RESS

http://editura.mttlc.ro
The University of Bucharest. 2015



187

Metoda Lidia Vianu
Smile and Learn! Lidia Vianu

Invigafi regulile. Student la Engleza
Inviati inteligent.

7. Conditional

1. What would the blackbird do if you [would tell, would have told, told] her that she
could [be, was, have been] an elephant if she had tried harder when she had been a
student at Oxford?

2. The medical student’s car would be disembarking from the ferry now, if the ferry
[did not sink, had not sunk, has not sunk] midway between the two banks of the
Mississippi.

3. The mercenary was wondering whether the troops [would have been
disembarked, had disembarked, will disembark] from the submarine if the Arabs
had won the war, and whom he [was, were, would be] hired by if he could not speak
Arabic.

4. Had the messenger not eaten so much, he would not be sleeping now, and you
[should, will, would] not be wondering when [he would wake, wakes, will he wake]
up, and run to the castle, in order to announce Prince Charming that Sleeping Beauty
[will soon wake, would soon wake, soon woke] up, so he [would rather, would
sooner, had better] hurry to find her.

5. The meteorologist [had been trying, tried, was trying] all night to explain to those
from the British Broadcast Corporation that never in his life [did he, he had, had he]
been wrong about the weather, but nobody would have accused him if he [had not,
did not, has not] misled everybody who had listened to him on the radio on Friday,
and had left [his, her, their] umbrellas at home as a consequence.

6. The penguin would be swimming in the pool now, if he [would have, has, had]
obeyed his wife, and had emigrated to the South of France, but, in that case, he would
have had to give up snow forever, and he [would have missed, was missing, would
be missing] winter terribly.

7. The liar would have been dismissed from service for telling the customers lies, and
he [were starving, had starved, would be starving] now, but for the butcher, who
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hired him, hoping that the liar [would not be, will not be, would not have been]
afraid of the slaughterhouse, which would have proved to be a vain hope unless the
liar had been [enough smart, smart enough, quite smart] to swallow tranquillizers
before looking at the slaughtered sheep.

8. If the miner [would have told, had told, will tell] me that he had three full-time
jobs, I should have known he [is, would be, was] lying, as he would long ago have
been dismissed, since any employer would have realized that he could not go without
[some, any, no] sleep at all.

9. Would the owl have flown all the way to Lebanon if she [had been, would have
been, would be] invited to spend the winter there, and would she have studied
Arabic?

10. Would the canary be walking down the street now if he [would lose, would have
lost, had lost] his left shoe, or would he be ashamed to be seen improperly dressed?

11. The crane [would have taught, were teaching, would be teaching] Japanese now
if he had spent [at last, at least, the least] fifteen years in Japan, and he would be
talking to his Japanese friends in their own language.

12. The gander asked the goose if she [had, would have, will have] eloped with him
when they had both been five years old, if he had been as poor as a church mouse, and
he also wanted to know if she [were still, was still, would still be] his wife if she had
been [showing, showed, shown] photos of the gander in the company of a young
nightingale, in Spain.

13. The seagull is wondering if he [would have, had, has] been awarded the Best Flyer
Prize, [whether, if, considering] he [would have, had, has] taken part in the
competition which was held in The Hague, and he is certain that he would not be here
now, had he received all that money.

14. Where would the skylark have gone if the hawk [were, had been, has been]
following her, and where [had she, she would have, would she have] hidden the
treasure of a billion seashells, which she would have found in the Mediterranean if
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she [had, had had, has had] the money to go there?

15. Why did the milliner, whose hats everybody [shall, would, should] buy for
twopence, never mention her huge collection of twopences, which would have filled

up her pantry if they [had not been, have not been, were not] stolen on her seventieth
birthday?

16. Nobody knows whether the magpie [had, has, would have] become a magician if
she had had enough time to study the properties of magic potions, but we all think
that it would have been much better if she had studied mathematics, [isn’t it, right,
wouldn’t it]?

17. The Greek [would be, would have been, will have been] praying to Zeus now if
he were in Greece, and his belief in Zeus would certainly impress the apes that have
abducted him, and who are wondering why he [shall, would, will] not worship the
sun, [as, like, how] they do themselves.

18. The moralist’s thoughts would have been dwelling on immorality unless the
Wizard of Oz had asked the moralist abruptly why [would he, he would, should he]
always distribute to his audience leaflets which he himself would not read if he
[would have had, had, would have] a choice.

19. Where would the miller, whose rye is distributed among the [villager’s, villager,
villagers’] families, be living now if his brother had not dived in the ocean so that he
might test the temperature of the water, and [would not have drowned, were not
drowned, had not drowned] instantly, leaving behind a sum of money which the
miller would never [can, could, have been able to] save in a hundred years?

20. If the motorcyclist had not stolen thousands of wallets full of [five hundreds
dollars, five hundred dollars, five-hundred-dollar] bills, he would not have been
[hung, hanging, hanged], and he would now be teaching sixteen-year-olds how to
drive a motorcycle, [didn’t he, wouldn’t he, would he]?

21. The musician asked his muse who would have composed sonatas for her if he
[were not, was not, had not been] born, and his muse replied that she [need not, did
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not need, would not have needed] his sonatas if she had managed to persuade a
conductor to buy a villa for her in Paris.

22. The nobleman asked the blacksmith’s [elder, older, elderly] daughter if [she will,
she would, would she] have liked him to bring her a bunch of flowers when he had
visited her fifty years before, and the [seventy years old, seventy-year-old, seventy-
years-old] woman smiled enigmatically.

23. What would the blacksmith have done if an earthquake had destroyed his
workshop, and if his wife [would have, has, had] deserted him, saying that she would
go to a nunnery until he [was, would be, will be] rich again?

24. The [Spanish, Spanish man, Spaniard] asked the Hungarian if Hungary [was,
would, were] be richer than it is, if the Romans had built another Rome in that part of
Hungary where Budapest stands today.

25. The Dane would be speaking Portuguese now if he [studied, were studying, had
studied] it in his childhood, when he spent several years in Lisbon.

26. If the Finn [was, were, would be] as intelligent as he thinks he is, he would have
found a new continent, or he would have discovered a new planet, instead of merely
dreaming [at, of, to] what he could do if he were a rich man.

27. The philologist would now [have worked, had worked, be working] for the
government unless the philosopher [would have, has been, had] persuaded him to
write an essay stating that Antarctica would have survived if it [shipped, would ship,
had shipped] her teenagers to a place where they would have been compelled to hunt
lizards.

28. What would the serial murderer do if the police [had, has, was] found out that he
[had been, is, has been] born in Latvia, and if they [have, would have, had] decided
to take away his Canadian citizenship, and send him to the Sahara with just one camel
and a snake?

29. The otter prevented the physicist [to study, from studying, in studying] the effects
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of water on her tail, because she was convinced that the physicist [would have, had
found, will have] found out that she [was, has been, had been] an alien, and, unless
she [had prevented, has prevented, prevented] him from knowing that, he would
hand her to the Latvian Court of Justice.

30. Had the potter confessed that he could [make, do, manage] with a new hat, [would
you have, will you have, did you have] helped him steal the hat of Napoleon’s ghost,
and would you have pretended you had not seen the potter, if you [had known,
would know, would have known] that the ghost [will kill, will have killed, would
kill] the potter when he found his hat on his head?

Scoala Sfanta Maria, Pitar Mos, 1916
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8. The Subjunctive

1. It would have been natural that the flutist [must, should, ought to] have been told
that his flute would look much better with a coat of red paint.

2. It would be advisable that the conductor should be [told, said, telling] that the
violinist is not a good person to do business with.

3. The phonetician stated that it would be unbelievable that the maid [can, must,
should] be tidying the attic, because the attic was full of mice.

4. The photographer told me that it was strange that I [am, have been, should be]
wondering at midnight what the cricket would do when he [saw, sees, had seen] his
photo in the magazine.

5. The politician declared that it was odd that the butterfly [should, will, would] have
retired before he had received a letter from the President of the United States.

6. Everybody found it incredible that the exile should have told the mayor that he
[was, is, has been] stupid, and that he [must, had to, should] have bought the
communist flag out of his own pocket money.

7. The inveterate smoker declared that it was strange that nobody should [believe,
have believed, has believed] him when he had confessed that he [would, will, shall]
die a bachelor, because he had sworn to do without the company of a wife unless she
[would be, was, will be] a chain smoker.

8. It would have been at least unexpected that the employee should have been
gossiping about his employer when [this, the last, the latter] could hear him [to tell,
to say, tell] the parrot that his boss poked his nose in every quarter of an hour.

9. The Lebanese demanded that he [may, can, should] be told when his novel [will
be, is, would be] published, and if it [were, will be, would be] a good idea to sell it
in Lebanon.
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10. The owl suggested that the teenager [may, should, is to] throw three separate
parties: one for those who had just [got, made, turned] eighty, one more for those in
their late eighties, and another one for those still in the prime of life.

11. Unless the cloakroom attendant [had, has, had not] demanded that the spectators
[should, must, ought to] only wear mink coats in summer, the minks would not be a
species doomed to extinction now.

12. The Moroccan’s parents declared that their son was a very good child, so that
everyone [will, shall, might] believe that he had doted on his tomcat, although he had
actually killed it in cold blood.

13. When the journalist [will enter, enters, entered] the room, Snow White will show
him her stepmother’s magic mirror, so that the journalist can understand that he [is
being mocked at, is being mocked, is mocked], and resign on the spot.

14. Although the twins felt very guilty, they tried to behave as if they [are, would be,
were] innocent, as if they [have, did, had] not witnessed the fight that had just ended
with the death of the crocodile.

15. The [Pole, Polish, Polish man] was eating as if he [did, had, has] not seen food for
weeks, and the waiter was serving him as if he had never seen a Pole in his life.

16. The narrator was being polite to the polecat, so that his few readers [will, may,
would] imagine he wrote the kind of melodramatic novels the polecat [is, was, should
be] writing, and start buying his books.

17. The Portuguese was running away lest the hedgehog [should, would, could] catch
him, and he ran as if he [has, had, would have] seen the world’s fiercest dragon.

18. The chess player’s relatives behaved as if they [will, did, would] not know that,
thirty-three hours before, the chess player [has taken, had taken, had been taking]
the bishop off the chessboard, and had chopped it into small pieces, which he had then
tried to chew, but he had tried in vain.
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19. The native was talking to the mule he had stolen as if he [would be, were, is] his
best friend, but the mule treated him as if the native [had slaughtered, would have
slaughtered, would slaughter] his entire family.

20. The monkey wishes the Chinese [would not have, would not have been, had not
been] told that she had always hoped she [would visit, will visit, visited] the Great
Wall some day.

21. The mole was wondering why the Albanian [is, was, were] watching her, and she
wished she [had, has, would have] learned Albanian when she had had a chance.

22. My nephew wishes my niece [would, should, will] stand by him in everything he
does, and he cannot understand why she has demanded that the weasel [could,
should, must] be awarded the prize which had been promised to him.

23. Don’t you wish the Dane [is, were, would be] here so that he could help you with
your homework in Arabic, which [must, should, can] have been finished hours ago?

24. Wouldn’t you rather the Finn [were, would be, is] here today, and don’t you wish
he [had not, would not have, has not] made friends with the crow?

25. Lest the neurologist [should, might, would] discover the madman’s plan to escape
from the asylum, the latter has decided to tell everybody that he [would not go, will
not go, has not gone] anywhere until he [has been, will have been, will be] cured.

26. “If only the blinds [would not have been, had not been, should not be] drawn

down to keep the sun out!”, the bee exclaimed, as if she [had been, would be, would
have been] unhappy because there had been no witness when she had stolen the

dwarf’s box of sixpences.

27. “If only the nymph [would, will, did] not have to take refuge on a spaceship!”,
Zeus sighed, thinking that he [will, did, would] never see her again unless he [would
go, went, did not go] to Mars.
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28. “Suppose the nomad [drew, would draw, will draw] the wrong conclusion from
the fact that he was forbidden to set foot in our house!”, the gardener thought to [him,
himself, his own] as he was preparing to call it a day, since it was growing [more and
more dark, darker and darker, always darker], and he could not get much work done
in the evenings any longer.

29. The octogenarian was wondering why [had he, has he, he had] been told it was
high time he [would go, would have gone, went] to the station, because he knew for
a fact that his bride [will, would, was to] not be on the platform until the train from
Lisbon [arrived, would arrive, will arrive], and the train was a day late, if not more.

30. The notary told himself it was about time he [did stop, stopped, were stopping]
talking to people who always made his blood pressure [rise, raise, rouse], and he
wished he [can, will, could] treat everything he was told as a joke, but, unfortunately,
he lacked the sense of humour.

31. The spider wishes he [had not rejected, did not reject, would not have rejected]
the fly when she had told him that she would like to be his wife for as long as she [will
live, would live, lived], but he had not had any idea that flies lived one day only, and
he had been afraid she [will live, lived, would live] to be a hundred.

32. The mosquito wishes he [had gone, would have gone, will have gone] on a world
tour when he had inherited his great-grandfather’s fortune.

33. Doesn’t the newt wish the [French man, Frenchman, frenchman] had never set
eyes on her, and wouldn’t the Frenchman rather the newt [would not have, had not,
has not] been born, and they [would, are, were] not married right now?

34. Doesn’t the snail whose safe was stolen at midnight wish he [would have, has,
had] locked his door last night before he went to sleep?

35. The donkey, who did not know [not, either, neither] French or German, wished
he [would have, had, has] visited Brussels when he had flown to Belgium.
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36. I cannot understand why [wishes the chimpanzee, does the chimpanzee wish,
the chimpanzee wishes] he had been born in Lapland, and why [his wife so often
tells, tells his wife so often, does his wife so often tell] the chimpanzee that she also
wishes he had been born in another country, and she would rather he had stayed
there, and had never married her.

37. The camel realized that, whatever she [would, will, might] do, the ants would not
leave her alone, and she wished she [had, has, would have] never put those cakes in
the cupboard, instead of eating them right away.

38. Wherever the octopus [must, can, may] have hidden, she will be found, and she
will wish she [had never, would never have, has never] tried to run away.

39. Whatever the turtle [may, will, can] tell the scorpion, he will not believe her, and
he will always wish he [has never, would never have, had never] made friends with
a creature that had made him [to swim, swim, swimming] in the Mediterranean,
under the windows of the Prince of Monaco.

40. Whatever the optimist [may, must, shall] have told you, he was only trying to
draw attention to himself when he shouted he would race you to the station unless it
[will start, would start, started] raining cats and dogs.
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9. Modal Verbs

1. “What [may, will, shall] I do now?”, the orator asked the oracle when he realized
that a headline on the front page of The Times was drawing attention to the full story
of his life, printed on the last but one page.

2. “IAm I to, Shall I, Will I] go home?”, the Greek asked, hoping the Swede would
tell him that he could stay if he wanted [—, to, so].

3. The orderly begged the colonel’s wife to tell him plainly what he [should, would,
would rather] do, as he realized that the red dwarfs” army would not stand a chance
if the hedgehogs [made, will make, would make] up their minds to attack.

4. The organizer of the world tour feels we [should, may, might] all be visiting
[British, a British, the British] Museum instead of talking to the drunk outside the
pub, although he understands that we are drawn to the drunk by his lack of memory
and his fondness for storytelling.

5. The orthopaedist [can, shall, should] have made the elephant sit down in the
wheelchair while he drew up the wooden stool for himself, as the elephant had come
with a sprained ankle and [had been, has been, was] complaining for hours that he
could barely stand.

6. When the green mouse dashed into the cloakroom and drew the table with red
umbrellas up against the brick wall, you [have to, should, can] have been wiping the
floor, not hiding from the mouse who, you thought, [would be, is, will be] coming to
behead you if he [will find, would find, found] out you had lost his green top hat.

7. The beaver feels a list of conditions [should, must, would rather] have been drawn
up before the president of the company sells it, since [is, it is, there is] no other way
to prevent unemployment.

8. You [may, will, should] not have lent your briefcase to the Dutchman after you had
put in it the will you had just drawn up, in case the one in your safe was stolen.
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9. At midnight, the page [can, should, shall] have been reading the carefully drawn-
up document you had handed him at noon, but he chose to dream about the Queen
of Egypt, whom he [must, can, should] never have seen, because he had been
forbidden to set foot anywhere near the throne.

10. The Pharaoh could not understand why [his wife should, should his wife, will
his wife] be amazed that he was dreaming of grandchildren, when there were such
wonderful things as daily meals to dream about, and he even asked her why [should
he, he should, would he] dream about food, when no self-respecting monarch
[should, need, would] allow himself to get so fat that he [may, could, will] not use
the throne any longer.

11. I told the communist in as many words that he [can, may, could] never make me
swallow all the red pills in his pocket, because I had always avoided the colour of the
Russian flag.

12. The owl [can, would, may] remember that we were good friends when she was
young, and [would, will, must] not talk to anyone, because all the other owls [will,
would, should] mock at her French accent.

13. “Stop that, [do you, you will, will you]!”, the parachutist shouted angrily at his
mother-in-law, who was putting on an Elizabethan costume for the monthly Fancy-
Dress Ball, and [will, would, shall] not watch him jump.

14. “Let her go away if she [will, should, might]!”, the vicar told his son, who was
amazed that, although his parents had never had a serious argument in half a century,
they wanted to get a divorce now, while the vicar just could not see why his son [will,
can, would] do anything to prevent it, as he was extremely happy at the prospect of
coming back in the evening to an empty house, without anybody to nag him.

15. The door of the cathedral [shall, dare, will] not open, and the chameleon is about
to suggest to the policeman that somebody [must, would, can] have stolen the door
handle.
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16. The employer [shall, will, need] often choose his employees by making them drink
a glass of vodka, and, if any of them complains that it has burned his throat, that
person is appointed manager on the spot, and offered the largest salary.

17. Whenever the shepherd comes to our University, the philosophy lecturer [would,
used to, will] constantly repeat that it is very pleasant to drink oneself to death in a
pub, much more agreeable than to take care of the sheep, which he will never do
himself, as long as he [will have, would have, has] a choice.

18. The heathen [would, had better, would rather] have listened to the priest, who
had warned him that the tramp [will, shall, would] drink him under the table.

19. The pedestrian started crossing the one way street, stopped halfway right in front
of a speeding ambulance, drank his orange juice up, and wondered what [can, could,
must] have happened to make the ambulance driver shake his fist at him angrily.

20. “You [would, might, would rather] not do that to me!”, the physician shouted,
when he realized that all the squirrels he had refused to see during the flu epidemic
had recovered, and were menacing to lynch him.

21. The bats [must, should, can] have made up their minds to buy the tree, and make
it their home, but they [mustn’t, won’t, can’t] have known that there was a treasure
hidden in its trunk.

22. The carpenter wondered if the pilgrim had been right when he had said that he
[could, can, may] drive a thousand nails into a plank if he was well paid for the job.

23. When the Spaniard was contradicted, he [will, did, would] always jump three
times, and then he would fall silent.

24. The fisherman [should, ought to, must] have needed all his courage to leave his
boat, but he was afraid that it [should, ought to, might] sink, which [may, can, shall]
have happened by now.

25. The pessimist [must, can, would] be thinking he should leave the plane before he
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is made to jump by parachute at pistol point.

26. The matchmaker [would rather, must, would better] have been trying hard to
persuade the bride-to-be not to postpone the wedding date, as the groom will certainly
be driven out of his mind with impatience, and he [had better, may, will] commit
suicide, now that he has received a machine gun as a wedding gift.

27. The pianist [can, must, would] have realized he was driving his pupils mad by
asking them every five seconds why [were they, they were, are they] not practising
the piano instead of watching cartoons.

28. The Turk [would have had to, should, ought to] swim for a whole night if his ship
had sunk in the Mediterranean, but he [can, may, must] have had a premonition,
because he chose to go to the Monte Carlo Casino instead.

29. Do you have any idea why [is the Scot to, the Scot is to, needs the Scot] come
today, and why his family [keeps, keeping, keep] informing all their friends that a
weaker man would certainly have been driven to drink in his situation, but he has
never touched alcohol in his life, or at least not since his son punched him, and drove
him unconscious to the rehabilitation centre?

30. The giraffe [was to, should, must] follow the two lovers all over the place, but they
managed to leave her behind, and the giraffe realized that she [can, will, must] have
fallen asleep while the two had been watching the moon.

31. The plagiarist who [is to, will, was to] have talked to the readers about honesty
[should, must, need] have told them to come on Good Friday if he really meant to
spend Easter with them.

32. The pastry cook would be extremely embarrassed if his customers [were to, would,
will] drop in on him for a chat when he baked, as he [shall, does, will] usually wear
a swimming suit in the vicinity of the oven, and he hates being seen naked, so nobody
[saw, has seen, sees] the green birthmark on his left hip so far.

33. After work, the men [will, shall, do] often drop into the sheriff’s pub for a bottle

C ONTEMPORARY

L ITERATURE P RESS

http://editura.mttlc.ro
The University of Bucharest. 2015



201

Metoda Lidia Vianu
Smile and Learn! Lidia Vianu

Invigafi regulile. Student la Engleza
Inviati inteligent.

of wine and milk pudding, but the Pole [need not, has not got to, can’t] go in, because
he [has had, had, had had] a fight with the sheriff and shot him in the right foot a year
ago, and the sheriff [was, is, has been] avoiding the Pole ever since.

34. The beaver [can’t, shall not, must not] have studied at Cambridge, because his
mother tongue is Finnish, and he has never studied English.

35. [Must, Can, Need] the polygamist have been sleeping ever since the opera began,
or has any of his wives woken him up, and taken him to his cell in the Tower of
London by now?

36. The driver [shall, should, can’t] have dropped the polyglot off at the Munich
airport, because the polyglot never arrived where he [would, was to, must] go.

37. The politician [might not, cannot, has not been able to] drop your parcel off at the
station today, because he has been busy distributing photographs of himself.

38. The fireman was ordered to go to college, but he dropped out on the very first day,
so he [will never be able to, could not, will not can] get a [rise, raise, rose] before he
retires.

39. The butterfly [can, must, could] have been the spider’s best friend, unless the
spider [would have, had, should have] caught the butterfly in his web, and had had
him for dessert on Midsummer night.

40. The Japanese said he [can, will be able to, could] read and write, but he [may,
could, need] not draw, and the fact that he was a bank robber was due to the close
connection between early dropout and delinquency.

41. If His Holiness [had not, would not have, has not] argued with the billionaire, the
monks [can, could, must] have obtained the money they [need, needed, did need] to
repair the roof of the monastery, and the rain drumming on the roof full of holes
would not be keeping them [waked, wake, awake] all night now.

42. The preacher suspected it [could, can, may] be true that the churchgoers [must,
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had had to, need] wait for their wet clothes to dry out after they had been caught in
the rain.

43. The waters of the river [are allowed to, can, may] have subsided, and the hot sun
may have dried out the walls of the village houses after the flood, because the
Armenian has decided he [must, may, had to] take the train, and go home to tell his
family that he will soon [can, be able to, must] support them, as he has just bet his
salary at the races, and hopes to win.

44. The walrus [may, is allowed to, will have to] have been sleeping under the
chestnut tree, when the astrologer ran out of the house screaming that the river would
soon dry up, and they [can, may, should] all kneel and pray for rain.

45.”He [can, may, must] be a wizard,” the fortuneteller whispered after she [laid, had
laid, has laid] her cards aside in order to help the cook wash the dishes after lunch,
and, the moment she said it, she dropped a plate, which broke into a [thousand and
one, thousand one, thousand-one] pieces.

46. The dwarf picked his bosom friend up, dusted him off, and replied to the journalist
that the mayor [could, will, can] take a photo for the local newspaper, but there
[would be, will be, is] no interview, as he [is, has been, was] too angry, and he did
not want to swear in public.

47. When the surgeon was leaving, the soprano screamed, “You [need, might, dare]
send me an invitation!”, but the [late, latter, last] had no intention of doing so, as he
had broken with her completely after she [had, has, will have] cheated on him with a
GP.

48. The Dane told the Norwegian girl that she [might, could, need] not speak Danish
if she wanted to interview him, because he [was, had been, has been] studying
Norwegian for five years.

49. The mayor did not think the deputy dean [needs, need, needed] be told that he
[might, can, should] become a member of the government, or, anyway, he did not
think that he should be told about it before the deputy dean had paid his income taxes
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and the speeding tickets, which he [had not paid, has not paid, did not pay] for ages.

50. I was told that the bricklayer [need, needed, needs] a job, so I called and offered
to hire him, but he replied that he would rather [starved, starve, had starved] than
work for an ex-convict, and added that I [needn’t have, needed not, did not need]
called him.

51. The architect explained to the dressmaker that she [needn’t have, needed, did not
need] brought him chocolates, because he was trying to lose weight, and the doctor
had told him that he [must, has to, may] never eat sweets again for as long as he [lives,
has lived, lived].

52. The butcher [can, must, need] have made friends with the pig if he has sworn
never to eat or sell pork again.

53. The fireman told his audience that they [need, might, should] not work so hard,
because they [will, might, can] all have a nervous breakdown, and he promised that,
when he retired to a monastery, he [came, would come, had come] again and give a
[four-hour, four hours, four-hours] sermon about the advantages of laziness.

54. The monk told the Serb that he looked pale, and he [had better, has better, had
sooner]| make a trip to Venice if he wanted to [be able to, can, may] work in the silver
mine again.

55. The octopus [can, will be able to, had better] give up studying Medicine, because
the cost of tuition, added to her previous Oxford debt, [can, may, must] have eaten
into her inheritance quite considerably, and, besides, when she graduates, she
[should, might, will] find herself jobless.

56. The Pope’s protégé [was to, has to, will] have eaten out on the day the Cardinal
was murdered, but he chose to pay a visit to his mistress instead, in order to tell her
that they [would sooner, had better, would rather] part, so, when he was accused of
killing the Cardinal, his mistress would not testify that he [has been, was, had been]
with her that night.
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57. The badger [was to, has to, can’t] have caused the peasants” uprising, as he was
totally against violence, and he used to be surrounded by fervent admirers, who
[would, will, should] bring him all sorts of cakes, pudding and stew, and would all
urge him to eat up, [what, that, which] he could not possibly do, if he really meant to
stick to his prescribed diet.

58. The mermaids [must, can, would] have been looking for the fisherman, who once
made them believe that he was in love with them all, but the fisherman [is, was, has
been] hiding in a cave for fifteen years, and the mermaids cannot breathe out of water,
so they [may not, can’t, will not] have found him.

59. The fiction writer [must, needs not, is to] have been eavesdropping on our
conversation, because he seems to know our plan, and he [may not, should not, can’t]
have learnt about it from anybody else.

60. The gardener [need not, needs not, does not need] to be told that he [may, can,
should] not buy an expensive car, because he has never wanted to drive again since
the day when he almost ran over a snake that [is, has been, was] haunting him every
night since then.
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10. Direct and Indirect Questions

1. What was the psychiatrist complaining about, and why did he ask the bear where
[had he, has he, he had] hidden his honey?

2. Will the psychologist who is elbowing his way towards the stage [be able, can, may]
to explain his deed after he [has murdered, will murder, will have murdered] the
stage manager, who has run his car into the psychologist’s, and who is now watching
the huge crowd standing round the stage, clapping hands at the sight of the crashed
cars, which would have killed them all if they [did not collide, would not have
collided, had not collided] just in time?

3. Where would the psychopath whom everybody has avoided since he cut the throat
of a ballet dancer have been sent, if the police [was, would have been, had been] able
to find proof that he was the criminal?

4. What did the typist whose son is a cook have for lunch, and whom did she ask when
[would she, she would, will she] be allowed to eat asparagus?

5. The stenographer could not remember when [has she, had she, she had] been asked
who the speaker whose speech she had taken down in shorthand was.

6. What [Alice said, did Alice say, was Alice saying] she would never be able to
understand, unless the wizard himself came to explain why [had he emigrated, he
had emigrated, did he emigrate] from Wonderland to Oz, without leaving anybody
behind to take care of the goblins?

7. Why did the banker ask the cashier where [would he, will he, he would] spend his
honeymoon, what his future wife’s profession was, and when [he would, would he,
he will] marry her?

8. What country did the bat confess [would he, he will, he would] emigrate to after
he [will have asked, will ask, had asked] the Emperor of China if [the Chinese liked,
did the Chinese like, do the Chinese like] bats?
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9. Whose sons [the two boys were, were the two boys, have the two boys been] who
were made to empty their pockets in the policeman’s car, because they were suspected
of having stolen the secretary’s savings while he had been sleeping in the hammock?

10. Whom did the cashier ask whether [was he, he would be, he will be] allowed to
buy himself a bicycle, where [would he, he would, will he] be allowed to ride it, and
for how long he would have to keep it before he [would be able, can, could] buy
another?

11. When did the surgeon who had performed a thousand operations on goats realize
that, if he [would find, will find, found] the right sponsor, he would become rich and
famous?

12. Didn’t the donkey, whose interest in morphology was well known, [explains,
explained, explain] to the Spaniard that not all English words which ended in —ly
were adverbs?

13. Who wanted to know why [did the composer ask, the composer asked, has the
composer asked] the dancer whether she [had studied, would have studied, has
studied] Portuguese if she [had found, would have found, would find] a job in
Portugal?

14. Why would the photographer have asked his advertising agent if [had she, has
she, she had] ever seen The Hague, if he was not going to take her there?

15. The fashion designer had no idea where his drawings would be sold when he
[would finish, had finished, would have finished] them, and he was determined to
ask whether he [would, was, were] be told if they [received, would receive, receive]
a prize.

16. The vixen kept asking everyone in the room when [they would, they will, would
they] go on a world tour, and if they [will, did, would] come back in time for her
birthday party.

17. Where was the history teacher born, and what does he usually tell those who want
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to know where [he was, was he, he is] born?

18. Where [the swan will, will the swan, does the swan] who has no family fly when
she asks the stork where [is her family, her family is, her family was], and what
would the stork tell her, if he were not afraid that he [should, would, might] make a
blunder?

19. What country will the snail try to emigrate to when [he finds, does he find, he
will find] out that South Africa, which he [is, was, has been] dreaming about for
years, is engulfed in an economic crisis of the utmost severity?

20. Why did the plumber ask you when [would you buy, you would buy, you
bought] a new house, and where were you when he phoned and asked if you [will
need, need, would need] anyone to take care of your pool?

21. When did the judge ask you why [would you, you would, you will] so often spend
the night at Brighton, and why you had not told him that you had an affair with a
tailor, while your family [is, are, were] wondering where [were you, you were, are
you], and why [did you leave, you have left, you left] your husband on his own so
much?

22. Why did the badger confess that he had told his wife he would enlist in the navy
at the outbreak of the war between [The Hague, Hague, Hagen], and [Congo, Kongo,
the Congo], if he actually had no idea when [would he, he would, he will] need his
wife’s consent?

23. Did you expect the astronomer who enrolled his son in the drawing class last year
to come to school and ask the teacher why [had his son, his son has, his son had]
ruined his best suit during the drawing classes, and does it seem natural to you that
the teacher [should have, has, had] replied that the astronomer’s son played hide-
and-seek with his classmates when he should have been painting?

24. What would the toad have done if Prince Charming had told her that she [will,
will have, would] become a princess as soon as she turned eighteen, and only if she
[was, will be, would be] smart enough not to ask him whether he [would ever have
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married, had ever married, ever married] her if she had remained a toad?

25. The giraffe was walking in [Sahara, the Sahara, Saharah], and was wondering
when her green collar would be ready, and if [she would, would she, will she] be
allowed to wear it at the royal ball.

26. Did you know that the snail did not have the faintest idea what would have
happened to him if the hare [would not have, had not, has not] chased the wolf away?

27. Would you have rescued Red Riding Hood from the wolf if she [had, has, would
have] asked you how much money [did you expect, you expected, were you
expecting] to be paid?

28. Whom did you think the hippopotamus [had, has, would have] asked what time
[is it, it is, it was], if he [would have, has, had] been alone in the river?

29. Why did the stallion keep asking all the animals in the Black Forest when [would
they, they will, they would] make him their king, and where [they will, would they,
they would] build his castle?

30. Did you know that the red lizard did not want [there to be, there is, there was]
another war on the beach, and that was the reason why she asked all the crabs where
[was their home, their home was, their home is], and why [did they not, they did
not, didn’t they] go home instead of arguing with the lizards?

31. Have you heard of a small beach on the shore of the Mediterranean, where
dolphins ask you if [you would, you will, you might] swim to a magic place they
know, if they [offer, offered, had offered] to take you there?

32. Has the dragon told the princess that he would like there [to be, is, were] another
ball, so that he [need, may, shall] escort her to the ballroom, or has the king noticed
that the dragon is too young and handsome to be left alone with a princess, so he has
sent him away before he [will have, had, has] met the princess?

33. I wonder who knew why [was the whale, the whale is, the whale was] asking all
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the sharks where [the Black Sea was, the Black Sea is, was the Black Sea], because
everyone knows the whale is too lazy to go that far, and, besides, she does not even
know whom [could he, she could, does she] find there.

34. How many shares would the ocean [be divided into, be divided, divide] if the
mermaids inherited it, and how many sunken ships would each share contain?

35. Sleeping Beauty asked the witch why [had she, has she, she had] cursed her, and
when [a prince would, a prince will, would a prince] come to rescue her from that
curse, but the witch, who was too old to remember, asked Sleeping Beauty what [the
word “‘curse’ meant, did the word “curse’ mean, the word “curse” means].

36. Has the bear who eats nothing [only, but, than] sweets hidden the honey because
he is determined to lose weight, or is he soon going to ask the badger where [is his
honey, his honey is, was his honey], as he has forgotten he has ever hidden it in the
tirst place?

37. The anatomy teacher, who [was, is, had been] examining his pupils for a day and
a half, suddenly stood up, and asked the worst pupil, who always slept in class, where
[was the skeleton, the skeleton was , the skeleton is], and how long [will it, would
it, it would] take the janitor to bring it from wherever it [had been hidden, had
hidden, hid].

38. Why do Lapps think that asking a penguin how old [is he, was he, he is], or when
[he will, will he, does he] go to Africa for a few days, is impolite?

39. The mayor of Monaco asked who the man who had once broken the bank of Monte
Carlo [is, has been, had been], and the Chief of the Police Station asked him, in his
turn, if the mayor had ever visited the bank lately, because, if he [would have, had,
has] talked to the bank manager, he would know all about it.

40. [Has the seagull who flies across the Mediterranean daily ever come, Has ever
come the seagull who flies across the Mediterranean daily, Has the seagull ever
come who flies across the Mediterranean daily] to your balcony to ask for peaches
and books?
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11. The Noun

1. How many [velvet trousers, pieces of velvet trousers, pairs of velvet trousers] has
the cricket bought since the tailor refused to [sow, sew, sue] clothes for him, because
he has married the ant, and has been forbidden to have anything to do with the
cricket?

2. The owl bought seven [suits of clothes, costumes of clothes, cloths] for the seven
dwarfs, [that, what, which] angered Snow White, because she would have wanted a
suit for [her, herself, her own], but the owl never asked.

3. The giraffe refused to take off her second pair of shorts, because she did not want
[to have seen, to be seen, to see] wearing only one [shorts, pair of shorts, suit of
shorts] at a time.

4. If the nightingale had explained to the sergeant why patriotism [was, is, will be]
expected of him, I wonder if the sergeant [had not chosen, would not have chosen,
did not choose] to stay a cook, and die in the kitchen in his early nineties, because
there, at least, he knew what he was doing, and he had even invented a method of
expelling cooking smells from the room by wearing two [sunglasses, sets of
sunglasses, pairs of sunglasses] at a time.

5. Would it ever have occurred to the serpent that the saint had been expelled from
the angels” club, because his overalls [was, is, were] dirty, and the saint had never
washed [it, them, her] ever since he had been alive, as he had been an animal rights
campaigner, who was opposed to experimenting on live animals in order to make
scented detergents?

6. “Don’t let me set eyes on you again!”, the albatross yelled when the eagle handed
him the [compasses, pair of compasses, compass] (which the albatross would have
used to kill himself if they [would not have, has not, had not] been too blunt to pierce
his heart), after the eagle had confessed to the albatross that the eagle’s wife [will,
does, would] always experiment on guests before she ate a new dish she made, which
means that the albatross [is, was, has been] her guinea pig ever since he made friends
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with the eagle, in his mid-twenties.

7. Ali Baba, whose scales [was, were, is] always out of order when the chemist called
on him, told the chemist that dangerous medicines should be weighed before one
swallowed them, so the chemist felt he must buy [a pair of, a, some] scales as a present
to Ali Baba, whose bed had not been [slept, sleeping, slept in] for weeks, since Ali
Baba had stopped swallowing the chemist’s sleeping pills, because he could not
[weight, weighten, weigh] them himself.

8. If the snob were a maid, and if no one [would be, will be, were] willing to explain
the meaning of the word “work” to him, how long do you think that [would the snob
be, the snob would be, was the snob] able to keep his job, unless he [would hire, will
hire, hired] a professor to explain to him what was usually expected of maids?

9. Never in his life [had the sociologist, the sociologist had, hadn’t the sociologist]
bought binoculars, because he feared that burglars might steal [it, them, him] from
him, and, besides, he would have hated to own one or several [pairs of binoculars,
binoculars, sets of binoculars], which otherwise England could have exported to
Prague or Monte Carlo.

10. Hardly [the camel had, had the camel, did the camel] required the five pairs of
tongs exported from Switzerland to be tested when the private detective screamed
that he had owned his own [pair of tongs, pairs of tongs, tongs] since he had been
exposed to flood and famine in the Alps, and [will by no means expose, would by no
means expose, by no means exposed] himself to sunburn now, just for the sake of
testing a few pairs of tongs in the Sahara desert.

11. [No sooner had Pinocchio, Pinocchio had no sooner, No sooner Pinocchio had]
refused to sell his platinum scissors [then, than, when] the conductor asked to borrow
[it, her, them], as he wanted to cut Pinocchio’s nose off, and use it as a magic wand.

12. Unless the singer’s mistress [was hiding, had not hidden, had hidden] the singer’s
pyjamas in the pantry, [they, it, she] might have been bought by a gang that
specializes in extorting money from persons in important positions, by threatening to
reveal their secrets.
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13. The sleepwalker [had hardly, hardly had, has hardly] closed the door behind him
when the ballet dancer threw his violet trousers out of the window, hoping that the
sleepwalker would put [it, them, him] on.

14. The soprano had no sooner put down the receiver [then, when, than] she hurried
to hide her [thirteen pairs of, thirteen, thirteen sets of] scissors, as she had
understood from the conversation with the governor that he wanted all those scissors
for himself.

15. “Do tell me everything!”, the washerwoman begged the murderer, who did not
have the faintest idea that she would extract everything she could from him, and then
she would run over to the Police, in order to warn [it, them, her] that he was armed
and dangerous, and would shoot his way out of the zoo, where he [had been, was,
has been] hiding behind an ostrich all along.

16. The spider suggested that the poor [may, will, should] not rejoice at the victory of
the mob and the overthrow of the government, as they would soon find themselves
[more and more poor, poorer and poorer, ever poorer], while the rich would grow
richer and richer, acquiring more and more villas with pools and gardens.

17. The scarecrow is always complaining that, for seven years now, her family [have
had, had, has had] to face up to the depressing possibility of her elder brother being
appointed chief devil in Hell, but, like many other families, they have at last
understood [it is, there is, is] no running away from the inevitable.

18. The rich were sent to jail, and the poor [are, is, have been] inhabiting their houses
ever since the birds elected a new president.

19. The abbot was unhappy because the radio news [were, are, was] all about his
inability to repair the magic flute, which had fallen apart in his hands the moment he
had tried to use it.

20. The journalist’s information [was, are, were] that the opera singer [will have
returned, would have returned, will return] from Holland as soon as her pink cat had
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run away, if she had had any idea that, with the cat gone, her husband would file for
divorce.

21. The carpenter’s knowledge of Japanese [is, were, was] bad, but he had learnt how
to make Japanese furniture, which [was, is, were] very much appreciated in Antwerp.

22. Aladdin’s luggage [were, are, was] so heavy that he could hardly carry [them, him,
it], so he decided to take out all his seven magic lamps, and leave them at home.

23. The scientist [has, will have, had] bought his ancestors” furniture by the time his
great-grandmother [will commit, commits, will have committed] suicide because she
has fallen behind with the rent, and she leaves her fabulous fortune to the milkman,
lest the latter [would, could, should] complain that she never paid him anything.

24. Neither the Beauty, nor the Beast [knew, did not know, would not know] that the
money they had [were, is, was] not enough, and they would both have to work for a

living.

25. Bluebeard’s sister would always advise Bluebeard to be generous, and if Bluebeard
[would never have, had never, should never have] asked the women he fell in love
with to lend him a million pounds until Doomsday, he would be a great-grandfather
now, but his sister’s advice [were, was, are] of no use to him.

26. Unless the alien [hadn’t, hasn’t, had] yelled that his homework [is, was, were]
more than he could do, he would never have been sent back to Mercury, and he would
be teaching mathematics at Cambridge now.

27. Has anybody understood the [three items of news, three news, three new]
because of which the caterpillar fell out of favour with the Butlers” Society, and was
sentenced to cleaning a nobleman’s barn until its roof [will fall, would fall, fell] in?

28. The chimpanzee [were, would be, was] swimming right now if the Police had not
pushed him till he fell into the pool, where he was dragged to the bottom by his dirty
[overall, pair of overalls, overalls], which he had never washed since he had fallen
into a muddy puddle while he had been trying to persuade the nightingale he had
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fallen in love with to leave the blind beggar and marry him instead.

29. The Emperor’s successor to the throne wished his glasses [were, was, had been]
sent from Brussels, but [it, they, he] had been made in Brazil, which made him feel
very unhappy indeed.

30. Don Juan was very angry when he realized that his bosom friend [fell, has fallen,
had fallen] into the habit of stealing his trousers every Sunday night, in order to go to
the warehouse that had fallen into decay, and spend the night there, with the [cooker,
cook, cookie] in the hay.
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12. Infinitival Constructions

1. The dragon would have liked the prince [was, were, to be] his friend, but he just
could not help stealing the princess.

2. The Happy Prince could not allow the birds [were, are, to be] fired, because he did
not think it was fair.

3. The mermaid was waiting for the sailor [to approach, approached, approaches],
but the sailor was smart, and simply waited for the mermaid to go away.

4. Cinderella did not want anybody [knew, knows, to know] that she was dreaming

to marry a dragon, not a prince.

5. Little Red Riding Hood expected the wolf [to be, be, was] sorry for what he had
done, but the wolf told her that he did not expect her [understanding, to understand,
understands] him.

6. Snow White was said [having left, leave, to have left] the house of the seven dwarfs
and [going, gone, went] on a world tour.

7. I suspected the chess player [look, looked, to have been looking] for a calendar
when he was arrested for murdering a rat, because the rat had bitten him the very
moment it had [ocurred, occurred, occured] to the chessman that his birthday [will
fall, would fall, falling] on a Sunday.

8. Thumbelina would have been very unlikely [marry, to marry, marrying] an
elephant, but nobody expected her to marry a spider, either.

9. Tom Thumb did not want there [is, to be, was] another fight in the forest, because,
whenever a dragon and a prince fought, he was expected [take, to take, took] a
photograph of the two.

10. The fairy happens [have been, to have been, was] a toad when she was born, and
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she could teach all the toads in the world how to become fairies if it occurred to anyone
to ask her.

11. The tortoise seems [to forget, forgot, to have forgotten] how many seas she has
crossed, and the dolphin has offered to remind her what she does not seem to
remember any more.

12. The ugly duckling was seen [look, looking, to look] at herself in the mirror and
cry, so all the butterflies in the grove have come to cheer her up.

13. The velvet dwarf proved [be, was, to be] braver than most, because he fought the
scorpion while everybody else in the desert was running away.

14. The ostrich was very likely [fall, to fall, fell] in love with the blue camel, but he
was short-sighted, so his parents gave him a pair of glasses, so that he could notice the
blue camel when they happened [to meet, would meet, meet].

15. A little chocolate horse is said [was sent, to be sent, to have been sent] to take
honey to the bear, who loves chocolate more than anything in the world, but the bees
blinded the bear, and the chocolate horse is still safe and sound.

16. The navy-blue caterpillar would not want there [is, to be, being] another drought,
so someone had better [to take, take, takes] her when the summer comes, and keep
her in a cool room, or else the navy-blue caterpillar will never turn into a navy-blue
butterfly.

17. The snail was known [to win, to have won, having won] the Slowest-Creature
Prize, and he would have been very pleased with it, unless the owl [would have told,
told, had told] him he was so slow that watching him made her [to fall, fall, falling]
asleep.

18. The crab seemed [to be inhabiting, to inhabit, to have been inhabiting] the Monte
Carlo beach for three hundred years when, one fine day, a bird-of-paradise came to
rest by his side for a minute, and that minute [now lasts, is now lasting, has now
lasted] for four hundred years.
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19. When the news that Sleeping Beauty had woken up because of a nightmare spread
all over the kingdom, the prince is said [to realize, to have realized, realized] that he
had missed his chance to rescue her, and he [had, had had, has had] a nervous
breakdown ever since.

20. The lazy mole would not want there [will be, to be, was] another meeting in
Monaco, because, after every meeting there, she [would, will, does] lose her keys to
the tunnel under the Mediterranean, and she has to spend the night on the beach, until
she can figure out where [are her keys, her keys are, her keys were].

C ONTEMPORARY

L ITERATURE P RESS

http://editura.mttlc.ro
The University of Bucharest. 2015



219

Metoda Lidia Vianu
Smile and Learn! Lidia Vianu

Invigafi regulile. Student la Engleza
Inviati inteligent.

13. Revision

1. Whom will Humpty Dumpty call if he [will fall, falls, has fallen] from the oak tree,
after he [has, will have, had] climbed it in hopes of finding his twin brother at the top?

2. The hatter would not have made so many crimson hats if he [had known, has
known, knew] that he [will never be, would never be, is never] paid for them, would
he?

3. When the wheelwright’'s apprentice [will have done, has done, did] what the
wheelwright told him to do a quarter of an hour ago, he [must, may, shall] start
working on a theatre play, and, when the playwright [learns, will learn, will have
learnt] about it, he will certainly fear he [shall, will, might] lose his job as royal
playwright of Denmark.

4. When did the humorist, whose wife featured in an African movie, explain to his
great-grandson that what he [had been said, had told, had been told] in the African
desert was right, namely that, when fresh water and food [was, were, is] not available,
camels could feed on their hump?

5. Had the bed in the ogre’s room ever been [slept in, sleeping, sleepless] before the
custom-house officer warned him that he [will be, would be, is to be] deported,
because he [is, has been, was] a lazybones, and the taxpayers could no longer afford
feeding him on bananas and coconuts every morning at the crack of dawn?

6. The veteran could not see why [had the widow, did the widow have, the widow
had] screamed at him that she was fed up with taking care of his guinea-pigs, and,
unless he [would wash, washed, will wash] them himself, she [will, shall, would]
give them all to her starving tomcat.

7. The big bad wolf announced the animals in the fairy-tale that, unless he [was not
given, did not give, was given] enough food, he would swallow them all.

8. Before the fight had started, the badger had felt it in his bones that the bats would
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beat the hell out of him, so he had sent the cook home, telling her that, when he [would
return, returned, has returned] from his walk, [he would, would he, he will] not feel
like eating.

9. Did the three blind mice ever expect their tails [cut, cut off, to be cut off] when they
met the farmer’s wife, who had a kitchen knife in her hand?

10. The evil witch asked the good fairy whether she [would help, helped, has helped]
a butterfly escape a spider’s web, if the butterfly [would have, has, had] previously
broken the heart of a ladybug, and the good fairy would have been happy to give an
affirmative answer, but she simply [can, could, may] not bring herself to say “Yes.”

11. The caterpillar thought she [will be, is, would be] much happier when she [would
become, has become, became] a butterfly, but, when it had happened, the only thing
she could [think of, think, be thinking] was to find a creature who would love her as
the caterpillar she had once been.

12. The most beautiful deer in the woods walked up to the bear, and told him that he
[is, was, is being] her Prince Charming, and she [wants, is wanting wanted] him to
dress and act like Prince Charming, but the bear did not look happy at all, and replied,
“Do not behave as if | [would be, were, had been] somebody else: if you really want
me by your side, love the bear, not the prince.”

13. The mouse stopped the bat one day, and told him he [had, would have, has] liked
to have the bat’s wings and fly up to the moon, and, when the bat replied that he
would rather [had, has, have] no wings, but [be able to, can, may] live by day, an ant
whose anthill had been trampled on by a bear came along, and stared silently at the
mouse and the bat.

14. Circuses [are been built, are being built, are building] in every new district of the
town, and the magician, who [did, shall, would] often go to the outskirts in order to
perform in the open, would rather he [would have, had, has] lived in the Middle Ages.

15. The badger was always [telling, said, told] that he must lose weight, because he
was too fat, but one day he met a whale who told him she [has never seen, never saw,
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had never seen] such a handsome, slim creature before.

16. If the bee [had, would have, has] sold all her honey, she would have gone on a trip
to Morocco, [isn’t it, would she, wouldn’t she]?

17. The deer would have told the donkey that he [was just having, is just having, has
just had] a nightmare if he had woken up in the middle of the night, screaming that a
hundred and one polar bears were filing across a desert of ice, heading for the place
where the donkey and the deer [have been living, had been living, have lived] ever
since they had been [borne, bored, born].

18. Where [the hunter would have, would have the hunter, would the hunter have]
taken refuge if a pack of wolves [had come, came, have come] out of their den, all
hungry and red-eyed, and had forced him to fill in his name and address on a letter
which they were determined to send to the Council of Europe?

19. The crow wished she [did, would, should] marry a white pigeon, but time went
by, and she [has not yet, had not yet, would not yet have] met a pigeon, when, one
day, she was sent on an errand to Norway, where, during a very long night, a black
raven told her a thousand and one stories, at the end of which she found herself
married and the mother of seven children.

20. If the white stallion [would not have, has not, had not] told the camel that he
[cannot, could not, is not able to] marry her because she had a hump, the camel would
not have been crying for seven days on end, then the snake [had not, has not, would
not] have tasted her salty tears on his way to an oasis, and he would not have made
up his mind to make her [smile, to smile, smiling].

21. What would the pilot do if his plane [would collide, collided, has collided] with
a hawk while flying from Bosphorus to New Zealand, and if the hawk [would ask,
asked, would have asked] him to come out of his cabin and help him fly to the nearest
police station?

22. The lieutenant [can, may, need] have been heard [whimper, whimpered, to
whimper] that he needed whiskey, or else he [will, would, could] not be able to tell
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the sergeant that he [was, has been, is] fired, and [will have, will must, would have]
to apologize to the colonel if he [wants, will want, wanted] a military career.

23. The general practitioner stated he would only take the job when the chemist, who
owned a shop across the road, [agreed, would agree, agrees] to help him [found,
finding, find] out why the air hostess, who had been making a million pounds a
month for years, [has, was, had] suddenly been made [spend, to spend, spent] the
rest of her life in jail for having stolen a pyramid in Egypt.

24. The wild duck wondered whether the drake [had, has, would have] married her
if she [would have, has, had] stolen the Eiffel Tower, [that, which, what] she [has
been, had been, is] planning to do ever since she had flown over the Seine, in her

teens.

25. The headmaster [is, would be, were] drinking at the pub with the crocodile now
if the headmistress [did not ask, would not ask, had not asked] so many questions
which drove him up the wall, and he has just decided he [will resign, would resign,
resigns] if she [happens, happened, would happen] to ask him a question again.

26. The librarian would not have shouted on the radio that the war in Portugal [must,
will have to, need] be stopped unless he [had not, had, has] drunk a bottle of whiskey
before he went to record the broadcast.

27. The bricklayer threatened the plumber that he [will, would, shall] finish up the
fruit salad the greengrocer had sent them, as soon as he [gets, would get, got] home,
unless they both [agreed, agree, will agree] that the money they would receive for the
house they were repairing [will, would, shall] be divided into two equal shares, and
the greengrocer would not get any of [them, they, it].

28. The bull seemed [has given, to have given, gave] up his habit of getting angry
whenever he saw a red towel, and I would not have realized it if I [would not have,
have not, had not] seen him charging at my fiancée’s pink skirt.

29. By the time the ram [finds, will find, would find] his nine-year-old son, the lizard
will have persuaded the boy to read Martin Chuzzlewit, and the boy will ask the ram
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to buy him all Charles Dickens’s novels.

30. Will the lamb find his way to the monastery when he [is, will be, would be] sent
there to buy incense, or will the sheep [must, has, have] to order him a cab?

31. The hare wished he [has never, would never have, had never] fallen in love with
a caterpillar, because she was moving so slowly when they went out together that he
would always fall asleep on the way.

32. When the lynx had managed to lie down, after he [has worked, had worked,
worked] for seventeen hours without a break, the panther woke up for a moment, and
told him that she [had, had had, must] to fit in seven [dates, appointments, meetings]
with striped leopards, and was now all confused.

33. The oculist [did not need, need not, needs not] have fitted the zebra with new
sunglasses, because she never went out: she would spend all her time in her brand
new kitchen, which had been fitted up with a microwave and air-conditioning, all
bought by the jaguar, whom she had [has eloped, had eloped, eloped] with.

34. The panther fixed her gaze on the elephant, and started wondering how [she
should, should she, she need] attack, now that the elephant’s attention was fixed on
cleaning his trunk, and he would not be likely to fight back, unless he [did not have,
had, would have] a mirror and [will be able to, could, would be able to] catch sight
of her.

35. The weasel would have bought a new boat if the mouse [would have, has, had]
told her that he [wants, wanted, would want] to go to Venice and make some money
as a gondolier during the summer, till they [would be able to, could, will be able to]
save enough in order to move to the South Pole together.

36. The ground squirrel asked the mole when she [will go, went, would go] to bed
that night, because he [has, had, had had] guests, and he hoped she would go to sleep
before they began playing their flutes and beating their drums.

37. How did the weasel ask the ratter who [he was, was he, he is], and where [was he,
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he is, he was] going, if she did not know his language, and he did not know [her,
her’s, hers], either?

38. By the time the kitten finds out where [is the milk, the milk is, was the milk], the
sheep-dog [would, will, should] have drunk it all, and the kitten will long for the time
when God had not created dogs yet.

39. The hen [has just asked, is just asked, was just being asked] the watchdog where
[was he, he was, he has been] yesterday, when their master invited the seven dwarfs
over for a beer, and why the watchdog allowed the [dwarfs’, dwarf’s, dwarfs’s]
hedgehog to come into the yard, and eat all the hen’s eggs.

40. The frog [was, had been, has been] dreaming for a thousand years that she [will
turn, would turn, turns] into a winged creature when the time [would come, will
come, came] for her to fly into another universe.

41. The seashell [was, has been, had been] swimming in the Mediterranean for as long
as she could remember, but during all this time she had never opened, until, one day,
she saw a tiny fish on the point of being swallowed by a bigger fish, [which, what,
that] made her want to protect the tiny fish, not realizing that, while she had opened
in order to cover the tiny fish, a grain of sand had slipped inside —and, after another
very long time, the pearl was [borne, born, bored].

42. The rattle snake was hiding in the delta of the Nile, ashamed of the rattle that was
heard when he moved, and nobody paid any attention to him, till a swan came along,
and told him that she [has, had, was] always hidden the sound of her voice, and, after
this, the two of them swore eternal silence [to each other, each to other, each other].

43. Ever since the octopus started complaining that their toy [fishes, fish, fish’s] have
not been selling well for months, the cobra [has been, is, was] trying to advertise them
from their office at the bottom of the Indian Ocean, and has even flown to Cairo,
hoping to hire an air hostess as a secretary.

44. The lobster whom you [have been, will be, were] introduced to last Wednesday
[had just flown, has just flown, just flew] in from the Pacific island where he [has
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been, is, will be] living for half a century now, and he is hoping to spend a few weeks
in the company of his childhood friends, who have never left the Arctic Ocean.

45. How long [the whale has been, has the whale been, was the whale] defending
the shark, who flies into a rage whenever he is asked to mention in his prayers
Hemingway’s character Santiago, from The Old Man and the Sea, whom the same shark
deprived of his food some seventy years ago, when sharks [will, do, would] not fly
into a temper over [such, so, thus] trifles?

46. How long has the lizard who [had, has had, had had] brain surgery last Easter
been finding it hard to focus her thoughts on one thing for longer than seven seconds,
and how many contracts with the priests [she lost, she has, has she lost] because she
cannot focus on the words of the sermon on Good Friday?

47. The snail, who used to claim that he [will, would, does] one day have a castle of
his own, [lived, has been living, had been living] in his tiny house ever since he was
born, but he has been day-dreaming for as long as he [may, can, does] remember.

48. The dolphin [has been, is, was] explaining to the penguin for half an hour now
that he [must, can, could] have had a large family if he [would have, had, will have]
married the penguin’s sister when they were young.

49. For the last thirty-three years, the seal [has never forgotten, never forgot, never
has forgotten] the day she met the shark, and she wonders, on the one hand, whether
he [had, has, would have] left the Baltic Sea if they [had had, had, were having] more
time to know each other, and on the other hand, if they would eventually have got
married, and if they [would have, had, have] had children.

50. [Never the mink had, Never had the mink, The mink never had] imagined that
she would experience as difficult a time as when she [was turned, turned, were
turned] into a mink coat, but all the leeches in the lake had warned her parents that
she [would, will, may] end up on a hanger.

51. Not only [was the adder, the adder was, the adder will be] screaming at the top
of her lungs that she [was been, were, was being] framed, that she had never stolen
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any water from the camel, because the camel kept all her water in her hump, but she
also demanded [so that, that, lest] she [should, can, may] be spared a trial at the crack
of dawn.

52. The kangaroo [is, is being, was being] examined by the psychiatrist when he
foretold a very bad winter, and warned the nurse that she should check her water-
pipes [each, every, all] two hours, and, if the idea frightened her, she should join the
antelope, who [has packed, had packed, packed] all her belongings, and had flown
to [Congo, the Kongo, the Congo].

53. The [upper, upside, up] floor pantry was being searched by the squirrel, who was
swearing aloud, which frightened off the badger, and prevented him from [to steal,
stole, stealing] the [die, dies, dice] he had come for.

54. If the wild boar [shall, needs, should] scream that he is scared to death whenever
he has to ride a motorcycle, he [can, may, might] be allowed to ride a bicycle on his
way to work.

55. Why did the walrus ask [who the captain was, who the captain is, who is the
captain], and didn’t she know that the sooner the ship left San Francisco, [better, the
better, best] it would be for all the creatures who lived in the ocean?

56. Once upon a time [lived, it lived, there lived] a polar bear who hated the cold, and
who would have moved to Africa if his family [would not have, had not, has not]
threatened that they would send his story to all the newspapers, and all the bears in
the world would despise him.

57. Why did the mule ask the monkey where [had she, she had, she has] been born,
when [she had, has she, had she] turned nineteen, and whether she [had come, would

have come, came] to Milan if she had been offered a job in Naples?

58. If the chimpanzee [would, should, does] see forty-four aliens gang up against him,
he is very likely [to steal, steal, stole] their spaceship and fly to another galaxy.

59. The hippopotamus [would be, will be, were to be] so angry at the Portuguese
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plans to modernize the bottom of the ocean that he would hide in a cave, and, if
nobody [found, would find, will find] him, he would spend the rest of his life there.

60. When the crane [meets, met, will meet] the wild duck, they will begin writing a
fairy-tale together, and they would make a lot of money out of it if they [would know,
will know, knew] English.

61. The Belgian promised he would emigrate to Poland as soon as he [has, will have,
had] studied Polish, if the Poles [would promise, will promise, promised] to pay him
a hundred thousand euros a month, and if they [will send, sent, would send] him a
plane ticket from Brussels to Warsaw.

62. The three [Vietnamese, Vietnameses, Vietnamese people] shouted out loud that
they were not too old to travel, that they would fly to Brazil as soon as they [will turn,
would turn, turned] ninety, that they [would use, will use, used] a limousine, because
they hated to use public transportation, and [were not, are not, will not be] able to
walk to the only Vietnamese airport they were willing to use.

63. A Chinese was astonished that his Danish friend had bought a seaplane, because
most Chinese thought the Danes [had had, have, had] better [used, use, using] cars,
and he even confessed to the Dane that it had got about that Copenhagen was
recruiting Chinese drivers as spies, so he himself had decided that he [had sooner,
would better, would rather] be a spy in a Danish car than a Chinese on a plane.

64. The Finn had better [has, had, have] been speaking Japanese when the French
caught him, and took him to jail, because they feared that the Finnish army [will, shall,
might] invade Paris, knowing that the Finns [had, has been, had been] advised to
find out how France managed to guard her frontiers so well that no one could get
across unless the French President [had himself been, himself had been, had been
himself] notified in writing twenty-four hours ahead of time.

65. The Frenchman [needs, need to, need] not have hidden when the Arab started
shooting, because, if he [would be, would have been, had been] wounded, the Arabs
would have taken him to the most luxurious Arabian hotel, where Scheherazade
would have spent [a thousand one, thousand one, a thousand and one] nights with
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him, until the Frenchman had learnt [Arabic, Arabian, Arab].

66. The Dutch woman [would rather, had better, had sooner] the Greek had studied
Esperanto before they met, because, if he [has, did, had], they [must, can, might] have
been able to understand [one another, one other, each other], and they might even
have eloped to Athens.

67. The Italian [would, should, had] better [be left, leave, be let] alone, as he [is, was,
has not been] able to talk to anyone since he settled down in Hungary, and he would
rather [be, have been, was] told before he had left Turin that Hungarian was such a
difficult language.

68. The Arab wanted to buy an iceberg in Norway, and wondered if his camel [will
like, would like, liked] to live in the middle of the ocean, and if she [thanks, will
thank, would thank] him for taking her away from the [Arab, Arabian, Arabic]
desert.

69. The Pole [would rather, had sooner, had rather] his lawyer [told, would have told,
had told] him who [his parents were, were his parents, have his parents], and when
[he was, he has been, was he] born, but, if he had asked his lawyer if he [would ever
tell, will ever tell, ever told] him the truth, the lawyer would have doubled his fee.

70. The Swede was wondering when [will the Spaniard, the Spaniard would, would
the Spaniard] be coming back to Sweden, as he had left Sweden after he [had become,
has become, became] an honorary citizen, although he [had been offered, had
offered, was offered] a castle to live in, on condition that he [would come, will come,
came] back home daily before dark, but the [Spanish, Spaniard, Spain man] missed
Spain and the Spanish terrorists, who adored shooting at everyone in opera houses at
midnight.

71. If the Turk [will take, takes, would take] his daughter out, he will have to promise
his three wives that he [will get, would get, got] her back in time for her English
lesson, or else his wives will steal all his Swiss earrings, and he will never see them
again, unless he [ran, will run, runs] all the way from Turkey to Switzerland.
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72. The jackal had no idea when the dromedary [returned, would return, has
returned] his umbrella, or if [he would, will he, does he] ever bring it back, and every
night he had nightmares about heavy rains, which made him [to feel, feel feeling]
exhausted the next day at work, and consequently he would get badly behind with
his typing, unless the sow, who used to dictate to him, was unable to come to the
office.

73. The hedgehog did not remember when [had he, has he, he had] been offered the
secretary’s job, because he had been sleeping for thirty-three years after he had
swallowed his sleeping pills, and, when he woke up, he found himself wondering if
he [should, will, does] finally get down to business, however late it [were, might be,
is].

74. The bat asked the nurse when [she would, will she, does she] bring a specialist to
give him a second opinion, and he could not help wondering why [does she answer,
did she answer, she answered] him by naming the day when she [would bring,
brings, brought] in a plumber to fix the sink in his ward, as if he had never been told
that the nurse was both absent-minded and so talkative that not even surgeons
managed to get a word in edgeways when she [is, was, would be] around.

75. Mrs Mushroom told me herself that she would have studied natural sciences if she
[would have, had had, would have had] enough money to go to Cambridge, and if
she [had been, is, will] able to ask an academic whether he [went, had gone, would
go] to Cambridge himself if he [would be, is, were] to start all over again.

76. The reindeer, who had just got into his T-shirt and shorts, whimpered that, if his
feet were as swollen as he feared they [will, should, might] be after he [will have
walked, walked, had walked] all the way to the jeweller’s and back, he [will, would,
was] not be able to get them back into his patent leather shoes, without which he [will,
does, would] never embark on anything, because he was very superstitious.

77. The two twin elks would get into fights daily, and the beaver wanted to know
when [they would, would they, did they] admit that the reason was that they had got
into debt, and would be very likely [get, to get, got] their parents into trouble, unless
they [will confess, would confess, confessed] to the priest that they had got into the
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very disagreeable habit of writing hundreds of [IOU’s, I Owe You's, iou’s].

78. The salamander can’t [make, have made, made] friends with the ram on the very
day she was supposed to wait for the ram at the railway station, for the simple reason
that she did not see him that day, although she [must, may, should] have driven him
from the station to the farm.

79. Why do you think the otter asked me who [I was, was I, I am] when I followed her
to the river, and found out that she [will, crosses, would cross] it as soon as the storm
[will begin, began, would begin]?

80. If the stork [would have, had, has] got rid of unwelcome guests before all the
babies she was going to carry to young families had begun crying, the owl would
never [know, have known, knew] about her plan to increase the population of the
Earth, and the journalists would not [wait, have waited, be waiting] now to take
photos of the stork getting [out of, off, down] the bus with ten little bundles.
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14. Final Tests

14.1. The Noun

1. The news of the lizard’s victory [were, was, are] unbelievable, and the turtle could
not believe that the lizard [will now be, now is, would now be] the queen of the river.

2. If the information of the chaffinch [are, were, is] correct, the millionaire was willing
to share the expenses with a beggar, and he had wanted to tell everybody about it for
ages when, at last, he got it off his chest in the cellar of the chaffinch.

3. The money of the albatross [are, is, were] no good if he wants to buy the sky, and
he must have angered Zeus, too, if he has shouted the truth out loud for everyone to
hear him.

4. The hedgehog suffers [from, of, because] rheumatism, and the doctor’s advice [are,
were, was] to keep him in a warm bed, and never allow him to take a bath.

5. The crow was getting on in years, and had asked the woodpecker to supply her with
more comfortable armchairs and a couch, but it could not be done, because furniture
[were, was, have been] far too expensive for birds.

6. The porter was dragging the luggage of the skylark about the platform, not knowing
there was a bomb in [it, them, those], concentrating on remembering the right diet to
get the butler on his feet again after he [has had, had, had had] measles.

7. The Spaniard’s knowledge of Dutch [were, was, are] rather poor, so he had to give
up asking for food, although he was starving, and he felt it was no use asking the
Swede to help him, because the Swede had been speaking [Arab, Arabic, Arabian] all
his life.

8. The hen had been talking about [louses and mouses, louths and mouths, lice and
mice] for hours, as if she could hardly wait to sell them on the black market.
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9. The crane saw the bus driver [sell, to sell, sells] two [serie, series, serii] of tickets,
and wondered which of the two was forged.

10. The tailor wondered what had become of the trousers he had [sewed, sown, sewn],
and asked the milliner if she would go and fetch [them, it, they] from wherever they
were, but the milliner replied that she had only seen [a shorts, a pair of shorts, a short]
in the adjoining room, and added that the tailor really got on her nerves with his
requests.

11. The plumber came across the grocer’s overalls, took [it, them, they] out of a very
old wooden box, and tried to put them on, but the grocer came in and called the police.

12. A canary rushed into the yard, jumped at the cock, and, on its way, it would have
broken the baker’s only pair of glasses if the baker [did not shoot, would not have
shot, had not shot] at it several times.

13. While cleaning the storeroom, the greengrocer came across two pairs of compasses;
the smaller compasses [were, was, is] red and white, and he remembered having
bought [it, them, him] when he had first gone to school.

14. The barber was deprived of all his tools except his tongs and [two scissors, two
pairs of scissor, two pairs of scissors] when he was getting on for forty, and he [never
is, has never been, never has been] the same after that incident.

15. The Police [were, was, is] listening to the mechanic, but [she, they, it] could not
believe their ears when he told them that the king had been getting drunk for two
days in a Turin pub, and the news [were, are, was] in all the papers.

16. The three [Chineses, Chinas, Chinese] had been arguing about the price of rice for
seven hours when the Swiss took a photograph of the Chinese market for The Times.

17. Two Japanese, one Portuguese, three [Swisses, Swis, Swiss] and a Vietnamese
were talking loudly, while King Arthur, who had just conquered the world, was so
excited that he simply could not get a word out.
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18. The watchmaker set about mending the farmer’s clock, because he had noticed it
was a Danish one, and, as he was a [Dane, Denman, Danish] himself, he felt it did
not do to throw it away.

19. An [Arab, Arabian, Arabic] who lives in an [Arab, Arabian, Arabic] village is sure
to know [Arab, Arabian, Arabic], but it may take him years to pluck up courage and
ask for a salary increase, because he [may, can, need] hardly get the words out in the
presence of his boss.

20. If the physician proves to be accurate in his diagnosis, long ago, the dustman may
have suffered from mumps, measles and rickets at the same time, and this may have
been the reason why, when he was in his forties, he [would, used to, will] scream “Get
the dog out of here!” whenever he [would see, was seeing, saw] a shadow on the wall.

21. The archbishop was born of Dutch parents, who taught him every possible game —
billiards, draughts, ninepins, but forbade him to take a shower after he [has spilled,
had spilled, would have spilled] red wine on his coat.

22. The land was afflicted with drought, and looked as if it [would have been, has
been, had been] burnt to [ashes, ash, ashy], so the hairdresser had no choice but to

listen to the weather forecast, and hope for rain, if she wanted to go on a trip to the
Middle East.

23. The wheelwright was so absent-minded that he forgot to lock his workshop, and
his bellows [was, were, has been] stolen by the tailor, who had been told [it, she, they]
had recently been bought at the fair, but who had not been able to persuade the
wheelwright to tell him who had made [her, him, them].

24. [Binoculars, Pairs of binoculars, Pairs of binocular] were given to all the elderly
who had got out of bed on the wrong side, on condition that they promised they [will
get, would get, got] out of the habit of smoking cigars during meals.

25. The moment the dressmaker had found her pincers where she had left [it, her,

them], she suddenly forgot her grief, and was in a good mood again.
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26. One fine day, the seamstress tried to buy a pair of scales: her scales [was, were,
are] broken, and she wished the shop assistant [gave, gives, will give] her another
pair, but he just told her to stick to her scales, as there was nothing wrong with [it,
him, them], and the seamstress wrote in her diary that shop assistants were very rude
when their boss [is, was, will be] not around.

27. The butcher demanded that the editor [should do, did, might do] whatever he told
him, and he was going to cut the editor’s tongue off with his scissors (he had
sharpened [it, them, her] with [utmost, utter, most] care for this occasion), but he
could not make himself use them when he realized that the editor was ill, and had a
bad tongue.

28. The shears were on the table, and the shoemaker was trying hard to mend [it, her,
them], when the shepherd snatched [it, her, them] from him, and ran away.

29. The dustman’s braces were red and green, and the charwoman said he had better
[give, make, have] them dyed, as it did not do for a dustman to wear the same braces
as his boss.

30. The cashier’s flannels were very dear to him, but the Ancient Mariner blackmailed
him, saying he would take all his money if he [does not, will not, did not] give them
to him, which the cashier finally did.

31. These silk pyjamas have been sold for gold coins on the black market, and the
opera-singer would have spent [half, half her, half of her] savings to buy [it, them,
her], but the owner said it was not enough.

32. The maid is said to have been the black sheep of her family, who always [wore,
was wearing, were wearing] striped shorts, never washed [it, that, them], and kept
saying they were perfectly clean, but so far nobody [was, has been, is not] able to find
out if this is really true.

33. The teacher found a pair of tights which belonged to a dancer, and suggested that

they [might, should, shall] have been bought in Jerusalem.
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34. It says in the professor’s handbook that the Middle Ages [were, was, is] a time
when persons of blue blood [will ride, were riding, would ride] blood horses and
would never have the blues.

35. The taxi-driver had a pair of trousers which he wanted to sell, but nobody seemed
to want to buy [it, them, him].

36. Those annals foretold that, in the twenty-second century, the bus-driver’s bosom
friend was to become master of the world, and it is natural that the bus-driver should
have hidden those annals, because [they, it, she] were giving his friend away.

37. The goldsmith [was reporting, reported, was reported] to have gone to the
archives, which were not very far from the room he had rented: he had found [them,
it, her] in such a mess that he had lost his way, and had been found reading there, two
centuries later, by the cleaning woman.

38. The playwright was [said, told, spoken] to have found a box full of green ashes,
which had belonged to a Serb in the seventeenth century.

39. The banns [is, was, were] called before the lawyer had found out that his future
son-in-law was a cold-blooded murderer, whom nobody trusted, and who would be
very likely to leave his daughter on the wedding day.

40. The patient said that he felt a shooting pain in his bowels, and wanted to [get, ask,
have] them X-rayed, while the judge, who knew [him, he, his] to be out of his mind,
kept murmuring peacefully that he [will cure, would cure, cured] the patient using a
bunch of flowers that gave forth an intoxicating smell.

41. The scissors [were being, was being, was] sold on the very day the soldier came
back from Lebanon.

42. The lieutenant told his stepsister that his knowledge of Turkish [is, was, were] very
bad, and he could not possibly teach her that language.

43. The confirmed bachelor entered the playwright’s house, [whose, which, what]

C ONTEMPORARY

L ITERATURE P RESS

http://editura.mttlc.ro
The University of Bucharest. 2015



236

Metoda Lidia Vianu
Smile and Learn! Lidia Vianu

Invigafi regulile. Student la Engleza
Inviati inteligent.

front gave on to the street, looked [hasty, hastey, hastily] at the coffee dregs, sighed
deeply, showed them to the [playwright, playwrite, playright], and whispered [it, he,
they] foretold a reckless, hasty wedding.

44. The cricket’s will mentioned the fact that his earnings [was, is, were] to be given
to the person who would teach the monkeys at the Zoo how to read, so nobody [had
got, has got, was getting] [that, those, this] earnings ever since.

45. The sergeant could not make up his mind [whether, weather, wether] his entrails
were in his head or inside his [souls, sows, soles], so, whenever the stew gave out a
delicious odour of garlic, he [will try, would try, was trying] to smell it with his feet.

46. In a fair hand, Robinson Crusoe wrote about the [fire works, firework, fireworks],
which were the fun of the savages, but a great danger to children.

47. The editor, whose funds were [more less, much less, most less] impressive than
his family tree, was thought [was, is, to be] an intelligent man and a gifted writer,
even though he had never written a line in his entire life.

48. The goods the badger was selling [was, is, were] more expensive than anything he
had ever sold.

49. The chameleon told his audience that his luggage [were, was, is] at the customs,
and the text of his lecture was inside [it, them, him].

50. The wise man’s advice [have, has, had] never been followed to this very day.

51. The surgeon is looking at the audience, and [finally, lastly, after all] he manages
to spot the squirrel, whose looks [has, have, had] improved greatly since he operated
on her.

52. The physician’s manners [was, were, is] unbearable, and he [was often mocking,
would often mock, was often mocked] at the maiden name of his best friend’s wife,
whom he had secretly been in love with for two years and a half.
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53. [Oats is, Oat is, Oats are] eaten by frogs when they feel like going on a trip along
the Milky Way, and, when they [will leave, leave, will have left] in a flying saucer,
the entire population of the planet will be glued to the television, watching the take-
off.

54. The furniture in the tiger’s house [were, was, is] sold yesterday at an auction in
Lebanon.

55. The outskirts of the town [was, was being, were] closely watched, and the snail
had a narrow escape after he had left the prison, where he had wasted twenty years
of his life.

56. The air hostess looked at the dice, and understood that she had lost, and she [will
have, would have, has] to pay.

57. The sergeant found an untimely end slipping down the stairs after the housekeeper
had rubbed [them, it, her] with soap and wax, and his wife [told, has been telling,
was telling] all their acquaintances ever since that a flight of stairs [is, are, were] a
direct menace to every human life, so she would rather [lived, live, to live] on the
ground floor.

58. The headquarters [was, is, were] on the other side of the Thames, and the swan
swam across the river when she realized she [will, has, would] have to be there before

noon.

59. The miser’s riches were so impressive that pilgrims came to see them from [all
over, beyond, above] the world, but, when they arrived at the cave, a giant locked
them up until they starved to death.

60. On Thursday, the sailor will have to give the admiral all the [pairs of compasses,
compass’s, compasses] his bitch has swallowed, and he wishes he could become
invisible before that day.
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14.2. The Subjunctive

1. The hunter demanded that he [should be, was, shall be] told when [he was, would
he be, he would be] allowed to go abroad in order to be able to hunt the bat that he
was dreaming about.

2. The hedgehog insisted that the swan [confessed, might confess, should confess]
how many times she had been absent from home.

3. The policeman suggested that the thieves [would, should, will] be forgiven, as they
had been extremely absorbed in their work, and had not thought they [may, can,
might] be caught in the act.

4. The editor-in-chief required that all his staff [should abstain, did abstain,
abstained] from comment on the dustmen’s general strike.

5. Come what [should, may, will], the violet spiders will have to get organized, and
go ahead with their plans of invading the [outer, out of, outside] space.

6. The butterfly is behaving as if he [is, will be, were] immortal, and nobody dares tell
him that the spider is waiting to see him caught in his web.

7. If the Latvian [would, did, does] not like light music more than concerts, he would
have become a pianist.

8. If Aladdin were rich, and then suddenly [goes, were going, went] bankrupt, he
would have to sell his lamp, wouldn’t he?

9. If the owl [had not, would not have, has not] missed her plane to Warsaw, she
would be speaking Polish right now.

10. If the crow [had not behaved, did not behave, would not have behaved] as if she
were queen of the world, the bat would have asked her out for coffee.
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11. If Gulliver [would not have become, had not become, did not become] a ghost at
the British Museum, he would probably still be in Lilliput.

12. The stage manager wishes this play [were, should be, may be] Shakespeare’s, but
he knows for sure it has been adapted from an old Celtic play, and he is staging it only
because he [is, was, has been] rehearsing with an actress who has menaced she will
tell the press about his illegitimate child if he gives it up.

13. If Gulliver had been able to add two [and, to, with] five, the hatter would not have
managed to cheat him.

14. Long [may live, let live, live] spinster aunts who never go back on their word
when they promise their nephews who are out of work that they will inherit millions
of pounds!

15. Far [let be, be, may be] it from me to spoil your fun, but I must say that, when they
turned the beggar into a monk, they took advantage of the beggar’s being deaf, dumb
and blind.

16. The king stared at the two knights who were to fight over a young lady’s
handkerchief, and then said: “[May, Let, Might] the best man win.”

17. If the merchant [is, will be, would be] found guilty of having cheated a customer,
he will be forbidden to stay in town.

18. If the rabbit [is, would be, were] here, he would tell those hitchhikers that it [were,
was, is] a bad idea to try to strangle the bear.

19. Do what you [must, can, will], the sum amounts to four pounds, and nobody is
likely [to pay, would pay, will pay] more for an old parrot, who has refused to talk
ever since he left the jungle.

20. The crocodile has never told anybody “[You may, May you, You might] be

happy”, because he finds it rather childish to believe in happiness.
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21. However good the actors [may, will, should] have been, the captain did not enjoy
Shakespeare’s The Tempest, because he was caught smoking during the performance,
and [must, had to, has to] pay a huge fine.

22. The raven decided that his secretary [will, should, need] rewrite the text, because
she had made over forty-four spelling mistakes.

23. The historian found it natural that Blue Beard should have refused to live apart
from his wife, and that he [could, would, should] have kept her locked in the cellar.

24. It was advisable that the mayor of Athens [would, should, must] allow the ants to
build a house of their own, unless he [wanted, did not want, wants] them to invade
all the kitchens in town.

25. It was strange that Jane Eyre [should, would, could] have forgotten to post the
letter in which she was complaining to the Queen that not a Thursday [would go,
went, was going] by without a governess being fired.

26. Columbus insisted that those who had been pirates in their teens [might, could,
should] turn over a new leaf.

27. Shakespeare’s ghost came to the theatre when Hamlet was being staged, so that he
might find out who [was the prompter, the prompter was, the prompter is].

28. The Pole was learning Hungarian lest he [should, would, might] be fired by the
manager of the largest company in Budapest.

29. The Frenchman’s leopard was basking in the sun as though nothing [menaced,
would menace, would have menaced] it, and the Frenchman thought to himself that,
if he [went, would go, will go] by the book, declaring to the mayor of Cologne that he
[is, was, has been] sheltering a dangerous animal, he would avoid getting into trouble
with the Germans.

30. Unless the lizard [had not been, would be, had been] given the first fifty pages of
the Bible, she would have [had to, must, should] begin at the fifty-first page, and
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would never have read the beginning.

31. The statue of the elephant blind in one eye was all dressed in pink by the sun that
was going down, and the giraffe was looking at it as if the elephant [has never, had
never, would never have] left her.

32. If the Spaniards [would listen, listened to, listened] the wise mouse, he would be
sure to tell them that their recklessness [will border, bordered, borders] on folly, as
they had accepted to embark on a ship that was doomed to go down before they [had,
will have, would have] reached Brazil.

33. If Daniel Defoe [would have, had, will have] told Robinson Crusoe [at, in, on] the
phone that he [wants, will want, wanted] to borrow money from him, Crusoe would
not have agreed to meeting Defoe at the circus.

34. The rat in the captain’s cabin wished his ship [is, were, will be] bound for Portugal,
and he even told the captain that a glorious future awaited them, not knowing that
they [will both go, would both go, both go] down with the ship because of a
hurricane.

35. The plump badger wished his great-grandfather [stopped, stops, will stop]
bragging of his ancestors, and [had gone, went, will go] to work for some rich family,
as their stocks of food had gone down, and they would soon starve.

36. The Swiss wished the Spanish novelist [will call, must call, would call] at his
house more often, but he [made it, made, made that] very clear that nobody was to
know about their secret conversations, as the Swiss was very much concerned with
his place in the history of Swiss letters.

37. The hungry hedgehog would rather the butcher [changes, changed, would have
changed] his knife for a sharper one, but he is keeping silent, lest the butcher [should,
would, will] refuse to give him the ham sandwich that the hedgehog ordered ten
minutes ago.

38. The beaver would sooner he [had, has, would have] gone down with yellow fever
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than be charged with going for a walk during the Sunday morning sermon.

39. It was high time Robin Hood [charged, would charge, has charged] the books to
the nobleman who had borrowed and never returned them, because he had gone
down with the flu.

40. It was the butterfly’s ardent wish that his expenses [do, may, should] not come to
more than [two hundred, two hundreds, two-hundred] pounds, as otherwise he
would have had to ask for help, unless he wanted his creditor to attack him with a
sword.

41. The lawyer’s advice [were, was, is] that the caterpillar [may, should, can] not
complain to the mosquito that she was too old to sweep the courtyard, because the
mosquito was not getting any younger, either.

42. The crane was handed a list with all the habits of the Count in it, so that he [might,
will, can] conform to the rules of the house, and he was asked if he [will flirt, would
flirt, flirted] with the Count’s maid, but he retorted he did not go for redheads.

43. The essayist found it very strange that the staff of an important newspaper [would,
might, should] consist of only two typists, but his words never had any effect on the
editor-in-chief: they went in at one ear and out at the other.

44. The fortune-teller asked the station master to make every arrangement so that it
[may, might, will] be convenient for her to go by train on the day the clocks [will go,
go, went] forward by one hour.

45. Did you ask the Dutchman whether [would he move, he would move, he moved]
to Venice if he [would make, will make, made] enough money until he retired?

46. The Lebanese wondered whether he [had survived, survived, would have
survived] if he had lived on rice for a month, and he decided that he might have, if he
[would first go, had first gone, would first have gone] into a trance.

47. Unless the crab [had not, had, has] visited Monaco at some point, it would never
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have occurred to him that he could rent a room in Monte Carlo when he [would retire,
will retire, retired], and spend his mornings on a balcony that faced the
Mediterranean, writing the book he had always hoped he [will write, writes, would
write].

48. The Latvian wished all his relatives would be hired by Hollywood, so that all of
them [might, may, can] become rich and famous.

49. Come what [will, may, can], the thirteen-year-old must not go near the school,
unless he wants to be dragged in, and asked to do his homework.

50. Suffice it to say that the meeting in Belgrade went off well, and the painter agreed
to selling his copy of Mona Lisa, so that he [might, will, can] make some money, and
lest he [should, would, might] be accused that he had meant to steal the original, and
leave his own painting instead.
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14.3. Modal Verbs

1. The gods warned the dinosaur that he would end badly, unless he [found, will not
find, did not find] a flying saucer and [flew, would fly, did not fly] to another galaxy.

2. If the Lithuanian valued honesty above all, he [should, must, need] have told his
partner the truth about having sold his stallion and saddle at the fair.

3. Allow the wagtail to push her motorbike into your yard if you [would, should,
will], but do not expect any doctor to admit the wagtail into the Emergency Room
when all the mines buried there go off.

4. The donkey was told that he [should, can, will] not be seen at the lighthouse again,
but, stubborn as he is, he [shall, can, may] not follow that advice.

5. The elements of this door were picked at random out of a heap of junk, so the handle
[will, can, may] not work, and the hinges creak like an alarm clock that goes off
whenever anyone born in New York comes in.

6. If Oliver Twist has not taken a map with him, he [will, can, must] be at a loss, since
the highway has several crossroads, and there is no sign to direct him to where he can
find the pickpockets who broke into his room, and went off with his book of fairy-
tales.

7.The Libyan [need, must, shall] have kept everyone at arm’s length, or else we would
all have found out that he owns all the deserts in the world.

8. The Queen’s ship, which is now lying at anchor, [was able, was allowed, is] to take
the Queen to New Zealand before long, but the king is often sea-sick, so he would
rather use the train.

9. My mule is at your disposal, but you [are not, have not been able, have not had] to
beat it, even if its stubbornness drives you mad.

10. The dragonfly [need, can, may] not have gone five nights without sleep, but she
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was afraid she [must, need, might] miss the moment when the caterpillar turned into
the butterfly of her dreams.

11. The president of the Florence museum of modern art [ought not to, will not, shall
not] have lisped when the raven talked to him, because the raven [should, must, can]
have thought the president was mocking at his having had two front teeth pulled out.

12. The turmoil came to a standstill when the tomcat stopped purring, and admitted
that he [could, may, must] have purloined the false moustache of his pursuer if he
[would have wanted, had wanted, had wanted to].

13. The watchmaker [may not, shall not, can’t] have gone to that crook, because he
knew the crook only lent money at interest, but, come to think of it, the two of them
[shall, can, must] have had a secret plan.

14. Peter Pan mumbled that his ex-brother-in-law [may, might, will] sell the velvet at
a dollar a yard, but, even so, his stuff would not be a good bargain, and that was why
Peter Pan himself was selling newspapers, so that people might learn what was going
on in the world.

15. The Mongolian [would, will, may] have found the largest treasure in the world,
but, if he has found it, he [must, can, would] have handed it to the chief of the state.

16. That beggar [must, needs to, would] have been a violinist in his youth, or else he
would not be playing the violin so well when he begs at the corner of my street.

17. The Moroccan [need, can, should] not have drunk all the orange juice if he knew
that the chimpanzee would get so angry and would beat him up.

18. The snail [may not, will not, cannot] have had his car repaired, because yesterday
the mechanic was yelling that he hated snails who were going on seventy.

19. The New Zealander [will, should, dared] not have had the maid wash his stairs
when she was supposed to serve tea in the drawing-room.
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20. The scientist [need, will, may] have been beside himself with fear at the thought
of going on a strict diet, but he uttered no improper word.

21. The dolphin [must, can, need] have been working hard at his invention, as no one
would light on a thing like that by chance, and even now he must be going on with
his work.

22. The duck [can, may, shall] never succeed in proposing to the drake, but she will
try, no matter what.

23. The eagle [needn’t, may not, can’t] have flown to Brussels and back, but he did it
only to prove to all his friends that he was still in his prime.

24 If the physicist [would, need, should] forget the magic formula, he [would, may,
should] not discover the secret of eternal youth.

25. Whenever the mathematician sharpened his sword, his acquaintances [will,
would, must] cry for mercy, imagining that he would kill all those who had not learnt
enough mathematics in school.

26. The linguist waited for the lights to go out, and then he explained to his audience
that he [must have, had had, has] to invent a new language, because he had been too
angry to use any of the languages he already knew.

27. Whenever the football player bought a toothpick, the shop that had sold it to him
[would, will, should] go out of business, and a supermarket would take its place.

28. The gatekeeper [will, can, must] be daydreaming if he thinks he can fight in a
tournament for the woman of his dreams, as tournaments and battles have gone out
of fashion.

29. The teenager with pimples and dimples on his face will have arrived at the pigsty
by now, and he [shall, must, would] have noticed that his favourite piglet is lame for
life, which [can, has to, may] have made him go out of his mind with grief.
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30. “Where [should, must, can] George Bernard Shaw have found his characters?”,
the biographer was wondering, and he was so absorbed in his thoughts that, although
he had intended to forge a diary of the playwright, it went right out of his mind.

31. For all we know, the alligator [may, can, will] have been hurt by his ex-wife’s
words, and everyone’s heart goes out to him, but he [won’t, can’t, may not] have
divorced her just because of that.

32. Nobody [might, was able to, ought] to rescue Frankenstein from the dragon,
especially after Frankenstein had started going out with the dragon’s great-
granddaughter, whom he was not even in love with.

33. The doorman [may, will, must] have fallen asleep, so he has not unlocked the door
this morning, and all the tourists have missed their plane.

34. [May, Can, Let] you live to be a hundred!

35. Whatever shortcomings Sherlock Holmes [can, may, will] have had, he [will, did,
would] never lie, and he preached honesty all his life.

36. When everyone was in bed, the night-watchman must needs turn on the radio, and
he did not really see why he [he would, he should, should he] apologize for his deed.

37. If the front gate were not locked, the sailor would not [have had, must, need] to
call for help, but children [will, must, should] be children, and he will eventually
forgive his grandchildren for having locked him in, and for having prevented the
family next door to come to his rescue.

38. The camel [had sooner, had better, would sooner] have sold her golden earrings
before she left Munich in order to go to the Sahara.

39. The drake [hadn’t better, had better not, did not have better] have said England
bordered on Australia, if he meant to pass that exam, but, after a glass of gin, the
classroom had begun to go round, and he had forgotten all his geography.

C ONTEMPORARY

L ITERATURE P RESS

http://editura.mttlc.ro
The University of Bucharest. 2015



248

Metoda Lidia Vianu
Smile and Learn! Lidia Vianu

Invigafi regulile. Student la Engleza
Inviati inteligent.

40. The postman had a nervous breakdown because the psychiatrist told him he
[needed, needs, must] have his hair cut once a week, and he [was not to, ought not
to, cannot] have it dyed unless he meant to go mad.

41. The elk broke down in the middle of his lecture, looked at his bare toes, realized
that he [must, need, can] have his shoes mended, and ran out of the conference room,
terribly ashamed of his appearance.

42. The chimney sweeper broke off his engagement, because his fiancée demanded
that he [might, could, should] jump across a stream, after she had repeatedly
reassured him that he [need not, needs not, does not need] prove his love for her.

43. The magpie [may, shall, would] not let anybody see her paintings, because she
was afraid they would steal her ideas.

44. The Hungarian [needs, need, needed] not have told his audience that his ancestors
burnt out with hot irons the eyes of all those they took captive in the war, and they
hanged them with ropes too thick to go through the holes made in their skulls.

45. The pirate [might not, will not, can’t] have burst into tears when he was told the
news —he must have burst into a fit of laughter, and his joy was mistaken for grief.

46. The cricket dreamt he would not need any more bullets, as he had been converted
to Christianity, and the priest had told him he [must, can, may] not carry a loaded
pistol about in his pocket.

47. [May, Can, Might] the grasshopper have eaten all the leaves which the ant had
saved for winter?

48. The turkey [would better, had rather, had better] not defy the Turkish ambassador
unless he wants to be imprisoned in the prime of life.

49. The bishop [had sooner, would rather, would better] own all the diamonds that
go through his jeweller’s hands, but the Police have warned him that he [had better,
had sooner, would sooner] not go through with the robbery he is planning, or he
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might never be remembered by his friends as a saint, but as a convict.

50. The hare did everything in his power to win the lottery, and he [must, shall, need]
have been terribly disappointed when the two-million-pound prize went to a blind

beggar.
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14.4. Romanian Tenses in English

1. Never [had the captain seen, had seen the captain, the captain had seen] such
rotten dates in his whole life, but, realizing that his crew [has been, had been, was]
eating them for a month, he was ashamed to eat the figs he had bought, and just told
them that he [is, has not been, had not been] hungry since early childhood.

2. That gooseberries are to be found in the countryside can be gathered from the pages
of any agricultural magazine everyone reads if [he wants, she wants, they want] to
be good farmers.

3. Do not let me set eyes on that mouse again: he has killed two kittens, and [is now,
has now, will now be] running away from the tomcat.

4. Can the grocer think me so stupid as to eat his mulberries? As if I did not know that
his cat [will bite, beats, bit] whomever it can smell around the house!

5. [Can, May, Dare] these walnuts be the greengrocer’s? He has been eating them for
hours.

6. Shall I laugh or [will, need, shall] I cry? The hunter’s son-in-law was growing
peanuts secretly, as he wanted to give his plump wife a surprise, but the hunter told
the girl where her husband was spending his evenings, and now she has eaten every
peanut she has been able to [lie, lay, have laid] hands on.

7. [May, Can, Will] the mayor have hoped to buy the whole village?

8. [Will, Shall, May] I stay with you? Must I leave? I really do not understand what
you want of me.

9. “IShall, Will, May] I go home?”, the frog asked, knowing that the snail would ask
her to stay overnight.

10. What [will, should, shall] I do with your raspberries?

C ONTEMPORARY

L ITERATURE P RESS

http://editura.mttlc.ro
The University of Bucharest. 2015



251

Metoda Lidia Vianu
Smile and Learn! Lidia Vianu

Invigafi regulile. Student la Engleza
Invifai inteligent.

11. “What [may, shall, will] I do, what shall I do?”, the turkey hen wailed, while
painting her tangerines black.

12. “I [shall, will, must] not buy hazelnuts!”, the butler screamed, and added that he
would not want his landlady to find squirrels eating hazelnuts and tumbling about
her quiet home.

13. “Don’t expect me [eat, eating, to eat] wild strawberries!”, the lion told the bear.
14. That he [must, will, should] have done this to me! It is true that, whenever he has
the blues, he will buy fancy biscuits, but he has never compelled others to eat them
before!

15. [Would, Should, Were] the ant see the eagle, she would be so scared!

16. [Had, Has, Were] the Antwerp hunchback eaten that girl’s cheesecakes, he would
not have minded marrying her.

17. You should see the gander [to chew, chewed, chew] the sponge cake!

18. You should have heard the hawk say he would forget all about doughnuts and eat
nothing but fruit dumplings for as long as he [may live, lived, is living]!

19. You should have seen the hedgehog shedding tears over the gingerbread as if it
[would be, would have been, had been] an icon!

20. You [must, should, may] have begged the swan to sing!

21. Say what you [shall, will, would], the Brussels pastry cook must eat his milk
pudding.

22. Whatever you [will, can, may] do, the Constantinople confectioner will never give

up eating sweets.
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23. “ISo, Such, As] long”, the canary said, and gulped the glass of lemon squash.
24. The hippopotamus [could, should, needed to] have taught you a lesson!

25. It [will, can, must] have been five years [ago, before, since]: the eagle was standing
in the kitchen, in a single-breasted suit, chattering about the double-breasted red suit
which he was going to wear at the wedding, until the parrot was so fed up with his
shrill voice that he told the eagle to change the tune. You should have seen the eagle
after he had heard the parrot!

26. “You [will, shall, dare] not come back before you return the overcoat to the
spider!”, the peacock ordered the thief.

27. I must tell you that the tail-coat of the penguin is made of rags, but he [will, had
sooner, will better] not admit it because he is proud.

28. The hyena [must, will, can] have decided to spend the night in Cologne, and fly to
Munich tomorrow.

29. He [need, can, must] have bought that checked shirt from some pedlar, and he
wants me to think it was sold to him by the best tailor in the world.

30. You [must, can, should] have met your wife at a liar’s contest: if she were not such
a good liar, you would still be a bachelor, wouldn’t you?

31. [Must, Need, Can] this be your house? It looks like a rabbit’s hiding place.

32. Can the cufflinks be the cause? All last night, when the Cyprus major wore them
for the first time, he cast sheep’s eyes at the witch, whom he [had known, knew,
knows] to be an ugly hag for at least half a century.

33. Can the juggler have bought that full skirt? His wife will never [think, believe,
trust] him if he [will tell, would tell, tells] her that it is the most expensive skirt in
Belgrade.

C ONTEMPORARY

L ITERATURE P RESS

http://editura.mttlc.ro
The University of Bucharest. 2015



253

Metoda Lidia Vianu
Smile and Learn! Lidia Vianu

Invigafi regulile. Student la Engleza
Inviati inteligent.

34. [Must, Should, Can] the titmouse have told the wren that her pleated skirt makes
her look so fat that the titmouse deeply regrets having married her?

35. Before the dove had told the quail that she [wants, wanted, will want] calico, the
quail showed her some expensive corduroy and, as the dove did not have that much
money, the quail [need, can, must] have taken her goods and gone away.

36. There was no one to [sow, so, sew] the velvet the jay had bought, so she went to
the king’s tailor, and told him she would commit suicide [whether, if, unless] he
[refused, would refuse, refuses] to help her, and finally had him make her dress in
one day.

37. [There was no one, It was no one, No one was] to listen to the merchant’s
broadcasts, so he decided to [steel, still , steal] a parrot and make it memorize his
broadcasts, but, when he came into his nephew’s room in order to steal the bird, the
boy was not yet asleep, and caught the merchant red-handed.

38. If the Turk [would not leave, would not have left, had not left] Bosphorus, he
would be swimming in the sea now, and he might also have learnt Greek.

39. If the three Japanese [would not have, had not, have not] moved to Tokyo, they
would not have to pay such a huge rent now, and they might even have been able to
buy a country house for their giraffe.

40. The gorilla would not be crying now if you [had taken, would have taken, took]
her to the theatre last night, as you had promised.

41. If the seagull had flown to a place called “Le Bahia”, he would now be waiting for
a window to open, so that he [must, need, might] steal in and stay there for ever.

42. The criminal who escaped from the worst prison in Wales has found a job, and is
now living as if he [had never, has never, would never have] committed any crime,
as if he had never blackmailed the badger.

43. The Warsaw gymnast is [told, urged, said] to have gone to church to see the priest,
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and he would not have done that [if, unless, whether] the monk had won the
gymnastics prize that the gymnast had hoped to receive.

44. 1t is not because the nightingale [shan’t, may not, can’t] sing that the bear is
worried: he has sold tickets for her concert, and all the animals will want their money
back —that is what he is worried about.

45. The hoopoe kept on laughing, while the frog and the lizard were [scared, afraid,
feared] to death by the rainbow.

46. The bridegroom [can, may, could] as well have cursed the mayor if you say so, but
he will pay for it.

47. [Must, Can, May] this be the swallow’s wish? She asked for cream and tangerines,
and I ordered them, but they [may, must, could] not have been so expensive unless
the waiter had doctored the bill.

48. The Vienna jester did not kill the pedestrian if it comes to that; he only shot him in
the shoulder, which, of course, he [could, must, should] never have done, considering
that the pedestrian was his first cousin.

49. The drake on the Thames could not even feed the cattle, and he wanted to tell the
[eighty-five-year-old, eighty-five years, eighty-five years old] peasant from the Cape
of Good Hope how to run his farm.

50. The Turk told his visitor, “I am reading, I [am, have been, was] reading for two
hours now”, but his visitor knew that he [has been, was, had been] eating olives and
dates all along.
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14.5. Vocabulary Practice I

1. The she-bear admitted that she had been forced to [go by, ride, drive] a bicycle to
her cave.

2. The wolf would not have [ridden, led, driven] his truck to the fair unless the vixen
[would have, would not have, had] threatened she would steal all his grapes.

3. The lynx [has, had, would have] travelled a night and a day before he could meet
his fiancée.

4. Life had been a bed of roses for the polecat since he [has, had, will have] come into
his stepfather’s money, and he had spent years touring India.

5. The weasel would have sown her wild oats when she was in her prime, if she [had
not been, would not be, would not have been] forced into sightseeing trips.

6. The hamster had been a thorn in the wheelwright’s side for ages when the ground
squirrel became obsessed with the idea of going [on, in, into] a pilgrimage to the altar
of the sacred Greyhound with the hamster, and [both they set, they set both, they
both set] out one winter morning at daybreak.

7. The ratter [rode, drove, travelled] that crowded bus in order to hear the fortune
teller enumerate the signs of the zodiac: Aries —the Ram, Taurus — the Bull, Gemini —
the Twins, Cancer —the Crab, Leo —the Lion, Virgo—the Virgin, Libra — the Balance,
Scorpio —the Scorpion, Sagittarius — the Archer, Capricorn —the Goat, Aquarius — the
Water Bearer, Pisces — the Fishes.

8. The toad, the frog, and the turtle had started by making the inhabitants of a small
town [scuttle, to scuttle, scuttling] away, and, to put it in a nutshell, before long the
whole country was holding out the olive branch, ready to accept them as queens,
empresses or whatever it was they fancied.

9. The mastiff could have rent the snake if its master, [who, that, whom] had seen the
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dog jumping about the garden, had not nipped that idea in the bud.

10. An octopus with bushy eyebrows was peering at the clouds that were flitting
across the sky, trying to [remind, remember, fix] their shapes.

11. The bridegroom, a crayfish, wended his way up the hill, towards the church where
his godfather, the lobster, who was going to give the bride away, was leafing through
the Bible, hoping to find the [five-pound marks, five pounds grades, five-pound
notes] which he suspected the priest to have hidden there.

12. The lizard said she preferred jogging along in stage-coaches to whizzing past in a
cloud of dust, but the snail was in favour of fast trains, and this [has been, is, was] the
bone of contention between the two of them for some time now.

13. As the slug made no bones about hitchhiking, he was the first to reach the Flying
Dutchman’s treasure, and the seal, who was keeping it, called him “[Hurry, Hasty,
Speedy] Slug,” but, of course, she was speaking with her tongue in her cheek.

14. While skimming along the highway, faster than [others, the other, the others]
runners, the whale was explaining to a young walrus who was all ears, that the doctor
had told her to reduce, and that was why she had taken up training for the races.

15. When minks [play, sing, sound] the bagpipe by ear, leeches will always prowl the
marshes, anxious to suck their blood.

16. As the guinea-pig made eyes at the adder, they both skulked into the attic, fearing
the badger [shall, must, might] catch them before they had got married.

17. The squirrel complained that the stag had put his foot in it when he had admitted
in front of witnesses that, [as, while, since] in his thirties, he had been hiding in the
forest as an outlaw.

18. The wild boar did not turn [the hairs, the hair, a hair] at hearing that the stallion
had straggled away from the group, and a wizard had caught up with him, put him
to sleep in an elfin cave, and turned him into a goblin.
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19. The colt was [telling, saying, telling to] the mare that it was no use splitting hairs,
but the mare strutted along the lane, expressing her wish to see him married to a filly,
in a hundred various ways, very proud of all the synonyms that she had mastered.

20. Upon telling the donkey that he was an abandoned rogue, the [long legs, long-
legged, long-leg] mule turned on his heels and stalked stiffly out of the pigsty.

21. The goat tiptoed into the room, whispered a few words to the hedgehog, then
withdrew, treading [easy, soft, lightly].

22. The mole abused all the reindeers around her, and then, as if nothing [would have
happened, had happened, has happened], she tripped gracefully into the church.

23. A stray beaver tripped on the skirt of the camel and tumbled headlong, while, at
the same time, a small pug toddled along the path, followed by a ram that was
waddling [down, along, on] with a fat man’s strut.

24. The salamander tried to [keep, preserve, hold] a civil tongue in her head, but the
otter straddled up to her, and started spitting.

25. A stork was wading [waste-deep, waisted-deep, waist-deep] in the bushes, and
behind it a lot of startled insects scudded away.

26. The crane and the raven scurried around, picking bits of string and paper, trying
to make the cellar look [clean, cleanly, cleaned], as the magpie was due to arrive very
SOOM.

27. Several wagtails were running helter-skelter, because the jay had threatened to
reveal their youth [crazies, follies, madnesses].

28. The gander scuttled out of the coop, lisping that it was [a shame, ashamed, shame]
that they had awarded the singing prize to the blackbird, when he was by far more
gifted than her.
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29. The dolphin was trying to teach the snail how to swim, and the snail promised he
[will teach, would teach, teaches] the dolphin how to run.

30. The snake crept to the crane’s nest, hoping to scare him [way, a way, away], and

steal his eggs.

C ONTEMPORARY

L ITERATURE P RESS

http://editura.mttlc.ro
The University of Bucharest. 2015



259

Metoda Lidia Vianu
Smile and Learn! Lidia Vianu

Invigafi regulile. Student la Engleza
Invifai inteligent.

14.6. Vocabulary Practice II

1. A fellow with [turn-up, turning up, turns up] nose, and another with a flat nose,
were stepping nervously up and down the graveyard, talking to the ghost of the

surgeon.

2. The long-nosed gondolier always pushes the man he is talking to, to make sure he
[is been, is being, were] carefully listened to.

3. Five nosey cops with hooked, bottle or pointed noses, marched the innocent off to
the [general attorney’s, attorney’s general, attorney general’s] house, in Belgium.

4. Seven badgers, whose lower and upper lips were sealed with a plaster, filed into
the chief’s hut, and came out of it with parched, set lips, having made a clean [chest,
bosom, breast] of what they had done in Ethiopia.

5. A thick-lipped youngster was pacing the lobby with parted lips, careful not to utter
any swear word, lest the deaf and dumb porter [would, should, could] lip-read what
was going on in his mind.

6. In his deep voice, the Naples doctor told the gorilla that her rough skin could be
cured by roaming [along, in, on] deserted streets at midnight.

7. The duck and the drake were sauntering along a lane in Hungary, the drake with
skinny legs, and the duck with superb, long, slender legs, slim, and [easily, lightly,
easy] dressed, and they were arguing about the price of barley in shrill voices.

8. The horse was ambling by the side of the coachman with a hare lip and a grim
countenance, and they roamed in the sunshine until the coachman’s swarthy
complexion [was covered, was covering, covered] with freckles.

9. David Copperfield had been roving for years, trying to find a man with his father’s
open face, but he had never expected [him to have, he has, he had] a broad face and
two missing eye-teeth.
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10. If you [will ramble, ramble, would ramble] through the shops until closing time,
you will meet [fairly, quite, rather] a number of full-faced judges, but don’t you ever
say, “What a face!”, before they have pronounced you innocent, unless you want to

become a slave in a salt mine.

11. When the three friends strayed [apart, partly, parted], the essay writer looked all
right, but, after the operation that the aliens performed on him in a cave, he came back
as full of pimples as a teenager, and he wrote a love letter as soon as he entered his
bedroom.

12. The graphologist [would, will, need] scour Calcutta every morning at daybreak,
followed by a troop of monkeys, some with wide foreheads, others with receding,
narrow or bulging foreheads, all of them very much concerned with the fate of
mankind in a dying universe.

13. One of those who were riding the convict’s bus to Poland was deaf and dumb,
another was deaf in one ear, another was blind in one eye, two were cripples, five
were lame, and limped up and down looking for [places, spots, seats], several were
hunchbacks, and had soft, round humps, while the driver himself was one-armed, had
a glass eye and a wooden leg.

14. [While, As, During] driving the engine, the rabbit would protect his eardrums by
pulling at his ear lobes so often that, when he retired, he had a right flagging ear, and
a left donkey’s ear, and he would prick up both ears whenever rails were mentioned.

15. When the ostrich sailed from Portugal for the North Pole, he kept counting his
eyelids, eyelashes, eyebrows, eyeballs and eye-teeth, [unless, lest, whether] he should
forget to wash his face, and wake up with eyesores one morning.

16. The bulging eyes of the falcon were [so, as, thus] bloodshot that the
ophthalmologist [hasty, hurry, hastily] flew him to Moscow, lest they should shrink
to the size of slit eyes.

17. As the plane glided [through, across, into] the sky, the Copenhagen pilot examined
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the white and the corner of his eye in the window, touching his high cheekbones,
baring his cheek-teeth, pinching his jowl, stroking his double chin full of dimples.

18. The redhead was [skying, skiing, skieing] in the Balkans; he [was, has been, had
been] sliding down the slope for some time, his fell of curly ginger hair defying the
stiff, spare hair of the [other, others, other’s] skiers, who carefully hid it under fur
caps, lest it should fall off.

19. Hollow-cheeked, wrinkled, with drooping shoulders, the countess sailed into the
Florence concert hall, watching her niece, who had such a wasp-like [waste, west,
waist] that she [might, would, could] even steal through a cranny.

20. While the snake was crawling along the sidewalk, the nape of his neck looked
[stiff, stiffly, stiffed], and his neckline was all hairy. The dwarf’s throat felt [drily,
dry, dryly], his swan neck started shaking, and he touched his windpipe fearfully.

21. The eagle was looking [on, into, out of] the window of the unheated attic when,
with frozen [fingers, toes, thumbs], he slipped, and broke his hip, after he had noticed
the guinea hen trudging along in the untrodden snow.

22. The thighs of the carrier pigeon ached, because he had tramped up and down the
stairs several times, and he felt as if he [has, had, would have] plodded across the
desert.

23. The ring dove was shuffling his slippers, nursing his ring finger, [while, during,
after], with his forefinger, he was pushing the toy until it dragged down the road.

24. After the giant coming from the Caribbean Sea [has stumbled, was stumbling,
had stumbled] on a mountain, breaking the middle and little fingers of both hands,
several scared partridges staggered out of a bush, their fingertips all soiled with red
paint.

25. Reeling out of the pub, the drunkard kept showing his [trembled, trembling,

quivering] fists to a thrush who was reeling along, cracking his crooked fingers.
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26. Afraid of his master’s heavy hand, the puppy [tore, teared, torn] away, sobbing,
and thinking to himself that he would race his master to the end of the world, and
come back all alone if the man ever [would slap, will slap, slapped] him in the face

again.

27. Three firemen with arms akimbo rushed into the actress” bedroom, but, seeing the
crow’s feet and circles round her eyes, they shot out of the room the very next instant,
and, had they not been [enough quick, quick enough, quickly enough], they might
have run into her agent, who had just returned from Lebanon.

28. The hawk was in his teens, and he liked to kick a ball and see it [to bounce,
bounces, bounce], but one day he leapt over a ditch while playing, and his never
shaven beard fell off.

29. The hedgehog was edging his way along the garden walls, when a sergeant
stumbled over him: the sergeant hurt his ankles, upon which he started shouting that
the hedgehog [had been, has been, is] waiting for this to happen, and he also added
that his revenge [will be, would be, is] to tickle the hedgehog’s’s heels and soles.

30. The gums of the turtle dove were bleeding, and she thought it was because half a
decade [ago, before, beforehand] she had shot her way out of a café in Luxembourg.
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14.7. Infinitive, —ing

1. The cowslip remembers [telling, to tell, tell] the thistle that he must remember to
go to the hairdresser’s, because his curlers made him look like a scarecrow, and the
cowslip would not lend him her sister’s curling iron, because her sister was afraid of
dandruff.

2. [Whetbher, If, Unless] the hemp had not meant the bellflower to use the drying hood,
she should not have hidden the hair dryer while the bellflower was washing his hair.

3. When the lily had finished [to examine, to have examined, examining] his left
armpit in the mirror, his sister warned him [to not, not to, not] be late to the party, as
they would manacle his wrists and ankles when he [came, would come, will come].

4. When the boy’s navel had been replaced by his knee-cap, and when they announced
the operation had been successful, the mother —a chrysanthemum —burst into tears,
and said that she had feared the worst, although they had led her [to believe,
believing, having believed] that [it, there, she] would be no danger.

5. If the carnation had been meant [knowing, having known, to know] that the nape
of the snail’s neck was pink, the snail should not have shown her his shoulder blades
after he [had, has, will have] tattooed them with greenish ink.

6. The snowdrop wanted to look at his uvula, and asked the marigolds to help him
take it out with his fingertips, but they had no idea if he [will manage, would manage,
managed] to do it, so they placed a pin under his right sole, and, when the needle had
got stuck into his heel, the snowdrop fainted with pain, forgetting what he [was, has
been, had been] trying to do for half an hour.

7. The jasmine complained that her ribs were all broken, and stated that she would
not want there [to be, is, were] another war, because, if this war had left her at least
with her backbone, the next war would probably deprive her of every sound bone she
possessed.
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8. The bronchitis of the flax was somewhat better, and he did not want there [will be,
to be, was] any argument about his health, so he threatened that he would by all
means catch smallpox and infect [all them, them at all, them all], but the sceptic tulip
mocked at him, saying chickenpox was the worst he would be able to catch.

9. The lavender supposed the lily-of-the-valley [is, to be, being] innocent, as she knew
the lily-of-the-valley suffered from gout and hepatitis, and could not possibly have
imagined that she would manage [to hide, having hidden, to have hidden] for a few
months after the kidnapping, without [to take, have taken, taking] her medicines.

10. The lilac proved the poppy [to be, being, having been] wrong when he thought
[he is, to be, he was] healthy, and persuaded him he suffered from a stomach
complaint, a liver complaint, a heart disease and a lung trouble.

11. When I had finished the food the dog had left over, I found his master to be very
unfriendly to me, and I realized he must [has, had, have] been waiting to see if I [will,
would, shall] either die of malaria or of the plague.

12. The daisy had pneumonia, and they gave her medicines for scarlet fever. It is true
that she has survived, but I still believe it [to have been, being, having been] a bad
mistake.

13. If the hip-rose had uttered the word “[sunstrike, sunstreak, sunstroke]”, the
geranium might have thought him to be a good physician, in spite of the fact that he
had not been able to cure her tonsillitis. Can anyone deny this [being, to have been,
having been] the case?

14. The preacher was known [to have been, being, having been] a spy, so, when he
had the whooping cough, the surgeon pretended he could not recognize the disease,
said he judged it to be appendicitis, and operated [in him, him, on him] that very
same day.

15. The sage was known [to suffer, to have suffered, having suffered] from asthma
when he was in his late twenties, and, when he fell ill [of, from, with] cholera,
everyone imagined it was nothing serious, and [he, she, they] sent him to the library.
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16. The free-thinker thought it wrong [to sell, selling, having sold] his ear drums and
gums, and he would not have stayed for one minute longer in that ward, unless he
had been bound to the stretcher, which the physician had been [enough wise, wise
enough, wise rather] to do while they had both been waiting [on, after, for] the
ambulance in the surgery.

17. When the princess saw the slave [to steal, to have stolen, steal] the bread-basket,
she went to the emperor to report it, but the cook would not allow the princess to go
in, unless she [would bring, did not bring, brought] the bread-board as a proof,
because the cook claimed that he himself had watched the princess gaze at the slave
while he was stealing, and he had noticed her do nothing about it.

18. The water-lily heard the cat [licking, to lick, to be licked] the butter-dish, and the
housekeeper playing the bagpipe, and, after he had broken his [china, China, chinese]
dinner set trying to silence them both, he gave up, and went to a psychiatrist for a
change.

19. The forget-me-not will have made your in-laws [to sell, sell, selling] the silver
coffeepot before you reach the house, so, if I were you, I should give up [to search,
searching, being searched] the pub for the corkscrew, and I should go home instead.

20. The squirrel liked to have her cutlery [look, to look, to be looked] clean, and, after
she had brought hot water in the decanter, as soon as she had dried the dinner plates,
she started [to have rubbed, rubbing, being rubbed] the forks, spoons and teaspoons
with cigarette ash from the ashtray and ashes from the fireplace.

21. The pansy let the petunia [to know, knowing, know] that, as soon as the stem of
her glass had been mended, she would take her nanny’s goblet and jug, and she
[would, will, will have] run away with them, as a revenge.

22. The iris found the hyacinth [menacing, to menace, to have menaced] her
employees with a ladle and a salt cellar, and shouting for all she was worth that the
saucers [will, would, are to] soon be brought in, and, when the lorry [will arrive,
would arrive, arrived], it must not be kept [to wait, to be waiting, waiting].
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23. All those napkins set the weasel [thinking, to think, to have thought] of the soup-
tureen, and, if the lizard had not given her a sugar basin as a keepsake, the weasel
might still be dreaming of the hot soup that she [did not eat, has not eaten, will not
have eaten] since early childhood.

24. When the bat has eaten that slice of bread, he must give the blackbird his toaster,
and never use it again, or he will be made [sweep, to sweep, sweeping] crumbs all his
life.

25. The reed started the engine [to run, running, to be running] by dropping a lump
of sugar into the battery, and when, in a few [seconds’, second’s, seconds] time, the
car broke down again, she started pouring a raw egg into the engine, and kept
murmuring, “Say when”, [although, despite, still] it was obvious that the poor engine
was too angry to reply.

26. As soon as the bat [will have eaten, will eat, has eaten] two soft boiled eggs and a
hard boiled one for breakfast, he is sure to set things going, unless he [changes, will
change, would change] his mind, and may want the cook [giving, to have been
giving, to give] him either scrambled or fried eggs, which would make the bat [to fail,
fail, failing] in everything he will undertake on Friday week.

27. The sunflower had been living in that house since she had been in her teens, but
now the house was to let, and, not [to be, being, to have been] able to pay the rent
herself, the sunflower was trying to use magic, so she had her butler [bring, to bring,
having brought] her a new-laid egg, separated the white from the yolk, and made the
rabbit [to eat, eating, eat] the eggshell.

28. The worst is still to come: when the cactus has swallowed those hot baked potatoes,
he might ask for chips, and if the wood-lily [gives, will give, is giving] him mashed
potatoes, we may never see [alive again either, either alive again, either again alive].

29. “How much is it?” the beetle asked, counting the crumbs of white bread which he
[had been, was, has been] eating for a fortnight inside the cell which he [had been
locked in, had been locked, has been locked].

C ONTEMPORARY

L ITERATURE P RESS

http://editura.mttlc.ro
The University of Bucharest. 2015



267

Metoda Lidia Vianu
Smile and Learn! Lidia Vianu

Invigafi regulile. Student la Engleza
Inviati inteligent.

30. The dandelion is not [blaming, being blamed, to blame] for her stepson’s having
eaten the crust of the rye bread. If she [had known, would have known, would know]
the bread was stale, she would have thrown it away, but she had thought it [being, to
be, having been] fresh.

31. It was no good [to give, to be giving, giving] the crow rolls and cracknels: she
would not swallow anything, unless it [is, were, was] meat—stewed, grilled, or
minced —and she said she would eat our food when there [was, is, would be] some
lamb, mutton, fow], pork, beef, venison, or veal in it.

32. The beaver realized that pretending he had never drunk sour milk in his life was
not much use, so he just said he [will, would, could] rather have butter milk, as he
liked it better, either loose or bottled.

33. It was hard for the blackbird [living, having lived, to live] on ewe’s milk cheese,
which she hated, but the canary knew that, as soon as he [bought, will buy, would
buy] her Swiss cheese, the blackbird would look at him as [whether, if, unless] he
were trying to poison her.

34. The spider will have cooked the crayfish by the time the ladybug [marries, will
marry, will have married] him, but he said he would rely on us not to tell the ladybug
about the crayfish, lest she should eat it, and [being, be, been] turned into a toad.

35. The belladonna would have counted on the hemlock [cooking, having cooked, to
cook] the eel for her, unless she had been told that lobster [would be, will be, were]
much healthier for a plant to eat.

36. The ivy pushed her plate along the counter, and nodded for it [to be, being, having
been] refilled with mackerel and oyster, lest we [would, should, will] eat them all
before she had had enough.

37. The cedar tree awoke [to have found, being found, to find] the house on fire, his
pike burnt to ashes, and the salmon eaten by the kitten, and he has now been
whimpering [since, for, ago] two hours, because he has not even tasted the fish.
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38. The bull looked at the sheatfish as if it had been bought ages [ago, before,
beforehand], when shrimp was as cheap as trout, and when sturgeon [would be,
were, was] sold by any fishmonger.

39. Does the wild cherry tree happen [to know, knowing, to be known] when the
cook will eat the zander?

40. “Do you happen [having eaten, to have eaten, being eaten] sterlet?”, the wax
cherry tree asked the date tree the other day, when they met at the restaurant, and
[they both, them both, both they] ordered stuffed fish with granulated sugar on top
of it.

41. If the crab enjoys the concert, the crane will remind him of the asparagus his in-
laws will have cooked before the crab [returned, will return, returns] home, and, as
the crab knows he will be expected to eat it, he may very well forget about the music,
and [leave, being left, have been leaving] town altogether.

42. The dinosaur seems [noticing, to have noticed, to be noticed] the dolphin hiding
the bag of French beans, and was prepared to cook some beetroot instead, hoping we
might like it better [then, as, than] the cauliflower his uncle would have cooked if he
[had been, would have been, would be] at home.

43. The quince and the juniper tree were to have got married as soon as the juniper
tree [had eaten, would eat, will have eaten] a mixture of celery, egg-plant, dill, horse-
radish, lovage and parsley, and that is why the juniper tree has become a bachelor.

44. The soup they had eaten at the pub had been made of peas, pumpkin, radish,
spinach, turnip and leek, but the dragon was [learning, to learn, to have learnt] this
much later, when they told him at the hospital that there was nothing wrong with his
stomach, but he might very well kick the bucket if he ever [tasted, would taste, will
taste] that soup again.

45. The palm tree was said [having counted, to be counted, to have counted] eleven
hundred green peppers in his garden, and was seen selling them, and buying almonds
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for his goat.
46. The donkey would have stopped [to buy, to be buying, to have bought] bilberries,
if the lion which watched the village had stopped [to chase, to be chasing, chasing]

him.

47. [Eating, To eat, To have eaten] currants made the dragonfly so clever that she
graduated from English in two months.

48. The new medicine he was taking made the eagle [to see, see, seeing] the three ants
without wearing his glasses.

49. The earthworm stopped [to read, read, reading], and went out for a walk.

50. The fly was seen [eat, to eat, eaten] a loaf of bread and drink a bottle of beer.
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14.8. Vocabulary Practice III

1. The wasp may [has, had, have] been blinking because her eyes were filled with
tears, but she should not have turned her eyes from the butterfly if she wanted to

impress him.

2. [If, Unless, Whether] you had not stared at the clown who was winking [to, at, for]
the queen, nobody would have noticed that the stage manager, who was peeping from
behind the curtain, was raising his eyebrows and mumbling a spell.

3. If the grasshopper had not looked me [straightforward, straightly, straight] in the
eye the minute I told her that I [expect, have expected, expected] her to object when
she [heard, would hear, would hear] that she would be blindfolded before reaching
the border, I should not have rolled my eyes.

4. The moose [is not able to, can’t, is unable to] have cast down his eyes, and kept
them riveted to the ground while you were looking at him out of the corner of your
eye, because he told me afterwards that he [had seen, saw, has seen] your wife
winking at a beggar who was drying his eyes.

5. The eyes of the lion would have [shut, shot, shoot] fire, and the lizard would have
had to shield her eyes with her hand [lest, least, unless] she wanted to go blind, if you
had told them that you had seen them both bridge their hands over their eyes, and cry
because of the belly-dancer.

6. It is strange that the lobster [should, might, ought to] have yawned and then held
his breath when you told him that you had just seen his lips quivering with fear.

7. The grocer was grinning, the greengrocer sobbed, the wheelwright’s stepdaughter
was hiccoughing and groaning, while the cyclist, who had sat with pursed mouth [all
along, all time, all over], suddenly started breathing hard and coughing, sticking out
his tongue and [bitting, biting, beating] it at the same time, biting [his both lips, his
lips both, both his lips] furiously, and this lasted until the cyclist started panting,
licked his lips, gave a short whistle, and cooled down, staring at the bike he was
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repairing.

8. Seeing the monkey’s flushed face, the chimpanzee blushed, buried his face in her
skirt, and the monkey would have reddened to the roots of her hair when he started
[formerly, first, firstly] rubbing, then wiping his nose with her apron, but,
fortunately, the monkey had a coughing spell, which made her [blow, to blow,
blowing] her nose, too.

9. When the weeping willow slapped the ranger, the ranger’s blood rose to his face,
and he started whimpering that he [will have to have, would have to have, will has
to have] a tooth pulled out, as he could not brush his teeth any longer, because his
gums hurt, and, all the time the ranger had been speaking, the weeping willow had
kept grinding her teeth, then she finally interrupted him by saying that it served him
right, he should not have been picking his teeth.

10. The teeth of the mole had chattered while the mayor had been chucking her under
the chin, but, as soon as the mayor started scratching his head in confusion, the mole
tossed her head, and ran her fingers through her hair, as if someone [would have
whispered, would whisper, had whispered] softly in her ear that the mayor was
afraid of her.

11. The peacock smiled when the little girl threw her arms round his [throat, neck,
nape], and the peacock’s second cousin was watching them from behind the oak tree,
clearing his throat and wiping his hands on his apron, very eager to start [clap, to clap,

clapping].

12. You might have beckoned the mouse away when you spotted him, hands clasped
in prayer, kneeling in front of that tramp who was cracking his fingers and waving
him aside, but you kept [walking, to walk, and walked] undisturbed, hands clasped
behind your back, while the policeman, who was going to arrest them both for
indecent behaviour, closed his fist, then snapped his fingers to draw everybody’s
attention, and finally cupped his hands to his mouth, calling other policemen to come
and watch the scene.

13. If, instead of giving me a rap over the knuckles, you [would have patted, had
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patted, were patting] my shoulder and held out your hand to me, I should have
stopped wringing my hands while she was sitting with her hands in her lap, and the
kitchen was burning.

14. The elm tree may have been kissing his hand to the almond tree [while, during, in
time] the train was leaving, but why should you bang your fist against the table at
learning it?

15. While the fortune teller was reading the governess’ palm, he noticed that her nails
were bitten down to the quick, and the palm of her hand was rough, which made him
think he would never try to pinch the back of her hand lest she should start tickling
and nudging him, in hopes of [make, making, having made] him smile at her.

16. I told him to sit bolt [up, upside, upright] in the chair so that I might pound him
in the back when he [would start, will start, started] dangling his legs, but he guessed
what I was up to, shifted his weight from one foot to the other, squatted, and then
crouched, as if trying to become invisible.

17. The chestnut tree insisted that I [should, will, shall] watch you hitchhiking,
because it seemed to him you [were, had been, have been] travelling for five days,
and he hoped you would grow tired of touring the country, and then I would be able
to take you home, where you belonged.

18. “I would rather you [should, did, will] not linger there”, he said, limping ahead
of me. “You [had better, would sooner, would rather] sneak into the pantry and steal
some food. Snooping around the house will not appease your hunger, and we shall
both starve.”

19. Wounded [as, so, thus] he was, the academician struggled to the top of the hill,
lest the others [would, will, should] take him for a coward, and, when he saw how
deeply he had impressed everyone, he confessed he [had been practising, has been
practising, was practising] clambering for several years.

20. “Why [do, need, should] I ford across the river in winter?” the barber shouted,
while mounting the wooden ladder which was leaning against the wall. Then he
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added, “The bear [must not, can’t, may not] have gone that way. Bears hate water, as
far as I know.”

21. You [did not need to, need not, needed not] have menaced the hunchback,
because, dumb as he is, he would never have uttered a word about your having
married the blind playwright’s daughter. If you [would be, would have been, had
been] wiser, you would not have tried to scare him.

22. “If he [would have, would have had, had] a sore throat, it would mean that he
must [be, had been, have been] shouting at the guests, and, as I know he will do that,
I should not be surprised if this were the truth.” “Neither [would I, will I, I would].”

23. I could have sent you to a hundred pointed nosed judges, but how can you imagine
that [their, them, they] being pointed-nosed could have changed their verdict? They
would have been uglier, but nothing in the whole wide world could possibly [have

prevented, prevent, not have prevented] them from imprisoning a murderer.

24. “Once upon a time, there was a Prince Charming with pimples...”, Robin Hood
began. Little Red Riding Hood stopped him: “You [are, were, have been] telling me
this story for half an hour now, and I wish you [will, would, should] keep silent.”

25. The greengrocer [can, should, may] have been blind in one eye. It seemed to me
that he was staring at my bag when I left, as if I [would be, had been, would have
been] trying to steal his garlic, or to take advantage of his [being not, was not, not
being] able to watch all the customers in the shop.

26. The double chinned old lady was to have left the deck of the ship before dawn, but
she had waited till sunset, when she had hoped it [will be, was, would be] safer for
her to leave. All the sailors were aboard, and [remembered, recalled, reminded] her
[to leave, leaving, having left] early, but she remembered their lying to her once
before, and did not go ashore before late at night.

27. 1f the pedlar [would not have, has not, had not] beckoned the policeman to leave

his house, he would not be in jail now.
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28. If the English teacher [would be, is, were] a millionaire, would any MP dare look
him in the eye?

29. You would not be waving your hand at the lion now, if he [had bitten, would bite,
would have bitten] it off when you visited him in his cage.

30. Why did you ask him whether [had he, he had, has he] ever cracked his knuckles,
if you knew that he had won the Nobel Prize for cracking knuckles?
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14.9. The Dwarf
Vocabulary and grammar revision

1. The dwarf was striding down the deserted streets, trying to remember as much as
he could of his childhood misfortunes. His snub-nosed stepfather would stroll for
hours every night, bringing home drunkards whom he would find sleeping on
benches [in, from, of] the park. They would reel into the dwarf’s room, to take a look
at him.

2. “He [may not, will not, can’t] be your child!”, one of them would ejaculate.
“Oh, yes, he is mine all right”, the stepfather would retort. “I have adopted him.”
“But his real father [need, must, needs] have been a dwarf as well,” the former
would insist.
“That need not be true”, the stepfather meditated.

3. It happened every night. When they filed out of the room with a grin on their
broad faces, the dwarf would get out of bed, and would start dressing. He would put
on his shabby calico clothes, then his Sunday best on top of those, then a wind-jacket,
a muffler, mittens, and patent leather shoes. Usually he [wore, was wearing, has been
wearing] turn-up trousers with braces and a buckled belt, a starched, sleeveless,
striped shirt, a bow tie, a long-sleeved red undershirt, and a muff, but, when he was
excited, he would grab and put on whatever clothes he could [lie, laid, lay] hands on.

4. Once, when he turned fifteen, he got so mad at his father that he even dressed
as a girl. He stole into his freckled sister’s room, and found there ladder-proof
stockings, a nightgown, a jumper dress imported from Switzerland, and a faded
pleated skirt. If his sister [would not have been, had not been, would not be] so tall
and obese, he would have put them on, and he would have run out of the room,
imagining he [would be, will be, were] able to scour the town like that, and get away
with it. A nosey policeman might have spotted the dwarf while he [is, was, has been]
edging his way along the walls, would have slapped him in the face and said:

5. “I wish I [would never have seen, would never see, had never seen] you. I
wish I were safe at home. Why must I come across people like you? About-turn! If I
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look at you any more, I am sure to have nightmares for as long as I live.”

6. But it did not happen. It simply was not meant to be. Policemen never [paid,
were paying, payed] any attention to the dwarf. The dwarf had turned to bank
robbing, so that they [may, will, might] notice him, but he had only managed to
become a millionaire.

7. “He [must not, can’t, may not] have made so much money unless he is a
genius,” people gossiped. “He must be one of those fellows who can turn their hand
to anything.”

8. When he became rich, his misfortunes came to an end. His flap-eared sister
suggested that he should get married, and he turned on his [heals, hills, heels] when
he heard it. He left his parents” house, lest he should be forced into marrying a woman
who [will turn, would turn, turns] him round her finger.

9. He turned over a new leaf, turning his back on his next of [kin, kindred,
kinship]. Success had turned his head. By the time he turned thirty, he had got it into
his head to become President of the island. He advertised in the newspapers, saying
he [is, was, will be] looking for help, and thus hired all sorts of homeless ex-convicts:
fellows with receding foreheads, with eyesores, pimples, dimples or goggle eyes.

10.  He had his tailor [to turn, better turn, turn] those fellows’ coats inside out, lest
they [should, would, could] be recognized by the clerks of the banks they had robbed.
Frightened by the dwarf’s plans, [in, on, at] the decisive night, some of them turned
on their heels. Those who stayed were instructed to turn their glasses upside down at
a certain moment, and start shouting in shrill voices, in order to drive the policemen
away.

11. It is strange that the dwarf’s plan [should, would, might] have worked out in
a country where everybody turns an honest penny, and nobody is a turn-coat. Fact is
that, once the dwarf became President of the island, nobody even thought of getting
even with him. They had long longed for a change.

12. The dwarf had a faithful partner, a hunchback with a double chin, [who, which,
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whom] he loved as if he had been his own brother. The hunchback got about quite a
lot on mysterious errands, and, when he returned, he looked as if he [had, has, would
have] been handed over to the police and released numberless times. The dwarf
insisted that the hunchback [would, should, might] stop getting himself into those

terrible messes.

13. He would often tell him:

“If only you [will do, did, were doing] everything in its turn! If only you didn’t
let the news of your misfortunes get about! If only you did not always get your own
way! I would rather you [had, have, did] never become my partner, because hunting
for you all over the town simply gets on my nerves. Suppose they found you before I

'/I

[do, am doing, did]

14.  The hunchback was getting on for fifty, and was as stubborn as [could, will,
need] be. He had got a heavy-handed woman with child, and she had got him by the
short [hair, haired, hairs].

15. “You needn’t have married [with her, to her, her]”, the dwarf scolded him
when he found out. “She must be the kind of woman who [is always cracking, always
cracks, was always cracking] her fingers, and talks to you with arms akimbo. You
have got off in life on the wrong foot, but, after all, I [could, might, need] not care
less.”

16.  The hunchback reproached him:

“I know we can starve, for all you care.”

“You [might, may, can] have invited me to the wedding if you had wanted me
to care.”

“There was no wedding,” the hunchback protested, stroking with his fist the
[dwarfs, dwarves, dwarf’s] hand. “She was in a bad mood, so we did without the
ceremony.”

17. “I might have been able to prevent it, if you had called me,” the dwarf went on,
sticking his thumb into the hunchback’s [breast, chest, bosom].

18.  Finally, the dwarf got himself in hand, although he was unhappy because his
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[breast, chest, bosom] friend had got into trouble, at least [as, so, that] far as his
marriage was concerned. Knowing he could get on the soft side of anyone, he hoped
he would force the hunchback’s wife to behave herself. In fact, he felt sure he would
be able to climb on the table, pull at her buttonhole, and command:

“Get lost!”

19.  What really happened was that the hunchback got the mitten before his friend
[has had, had had, has] any chance of helping him.

“It gets me how you [may, must, can] be so stupid”, the woman had told him,
“and think I can’t get you out of my head.”

20.  The woman even wanted to kill him. But the dwarf and the hunchback got well
out of it: they remained bachelors, living in peace and luxury, turning in at eight
o’clock every night, and dreaming of becoming emperors of the world. And they lived
happily [ever after, everlasting, evergreen].

James Joyce

MTTLC
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14.10. Imaginary Letter
Vocabulary and grammar revision

1. I wish to God I [had left, have left, leave] the forest earlier. When the
procession of snub-nosed crickets started filing ahead of me, out of an anthill, and I
saw them all (how disgusting) picking their noses or their teeth, and strutting across
the leaves with arms akimbo, it dawned upon me that I [would rather, would better,
had better] have given up peregrinating, and run away far from that damned place.

2. “I ought never to have worn that checked velvet beret in my life,” I said to [me,
myself, my own], as I feared now that the pedlar who had sold it to me [would, must,
might] have been a wizard, who, by making me wear this beret, must have put me
under a horrible spell. What was going to befall me?

3. One of the pitch black crickets, who had strayed away from the others, stopped
by my right foot, climbed my bare toes (I had taken off my cork-soled ankle boots),
scratched his nose, so that I [might, may, will] realize how embarrassed he [is, were,
was], then winked at me, shielded his eyes with his little paw — which was very, very
coarse — to see me better, and, thinking that all these gestures had not been persuasive
enough, bridged two of his paws over his eyes, and started whimpering:

4. “If only you [have been, had been, would have been] wise enough to have
tiptoed out of the forest while our emperor was reviewing his troops! None of our
freckled soldiers would have noticed you! You [may not, must not, can’t] have
ignored the existence of our army, and I am afraid that now they may all shoot their
way out of those weeds towards you, and you will be as good as dead.”

5. I [had been, have been, was] listening to his droning voice (he must have had
a sore throat) for more than a few seconds, when another cricket —a green one, with
drooping shoulders this time —joined us. “He might be the bachelor brother of the
cricket standing on my foot,” I thought. Using one of my fingers, whose nail had been
bitten off to the quick, I picked him up, but he mumbled:

6. “You [can’t, needn’t, may not] have taken all that trouble, I was perfectly all
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right on the ground.”

7. I [hanged, hunged, hung] my head, ashamed of my intention (I was to have
twisted his paws one by one), and ran the fingers of my other hand through my sleek
spare hair.

8. I felt as if I [have been, had been, may be] the prisoner of a nightmare. “I [can,
must, need] be dreaming,” I decided. “What I have just witnessed [may not, will not,
can’t] possibly be true.” I started hopping around, but the bloody crickets held fast to
me, no matter how hard I might try to shake them off.

9. “Whoever you [will, may, can] be,” they broke out together, “you are [our, us,
ours] now. We shall turn you into a snub-nosed being like ourselves, with a black
hump on your shoulders and a double chin. The pedlar who sold you that beret must
have told you that you [would, will, shall] meet us.”

10.  If I [would have begun, will have begun, had begun] this story of mine with

“Once upon a time there was a youngster who was unfortunately turned into a

cricket,” you might have thought I was joking. But, honest to God, I am not. This is a

desperate letter to those of you who may be wishing to save me. I hope you all get
his. I also hope that you all know English.

Yours faithfully and gratefully,

Cricket no. 2015
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1. Test introductiv

1. geese

2.0on

3. about
4. of
5.on

6. below
7.up

8. to

9. out of

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.

in

for

for

up

for

with

elder

older

alive, living
himself

on

sleeping
would

alive

on

scared

well

ill

sick

Attorney General
Secretary General
Poet Laureate
knight errant
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35. a proper examination, proper hangmen

36. seven-inch-high

37.on

38. of

39. given

40. do

41 of

42. would
43. anyone
44 all

45. spending
46. all

47. had the ball been

48. had

49. have helped
50. all

51. that

52. everything
53. have been

54. sat

55. had happened
56. for

57. away

58. to have tried
59. to

60. all

61. Sleeping

62. —

63. on

64. had been sold
65. lest

66. All

67. had accepted
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68. All the
69. all
70. all
71. born
72. when
73. were

74. would listen
75. unless

76. all

77. all the

78. All

79. to be

80. Although
81. there

82. to be

83. as

84. on

85. as much

86. might

87. to be

88. there

89. more

90. have composed
91. ever

92. tuned

93. have acted
94. before

95. wanted

96. said

97. was

98. whether

99. was going
100. unless

101. still

102. was going to

Lidia Vianu
Student la Engleza

C ONTEMPORARY

L ITERATURE P RESS

http://editura.mttlc.ro
The University of Bucharest. 2015

284



103.
104.
105.
106.
107.
108.
109.
110.
111.
112.
113.
114.
115.
116.
117.
118.
119.
120.
121.
122.
123.
124.
125.
126.
127.
128.
129.
130.
131. had survived
132.
133.
134.
135. have been

136. had received
137. Had the janitor

up to
would be
as

as

Much

as

As
would go
older
would be
was

as if
were
lived

if
However
have
spend
Both

late
should
to
needed
fishing
should
on

had been
would

was

alive
should
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138. the freckled pupil was
139. be weaving

140. on

141. should

142. Secretary General
143. Poet Laureate
144. Pole

145. Attorney General
146. had never been
147. The blind

148. living

149. deaf

150. themselves

151. mentally ill

152. unlikely

153. costly

154. deadly

155. daily

156. that

157. bread and butter
158. hands and knees
159. had the witch
160. black and white
161. had Gulliver

162. is

163. will

164. before

165. has been

166. fifty-million-pound
167. six-zero

168. comes

169. had driven

170. having had

171. coming

172. waking
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173. In front of
174. was

175. before

176. had never argued
177. was it not

178. did he not
179. would he

180. under

181. Prince Charming
182. for

183. had been

184. below

185. there to be
186. had been

187. would

188. should be

189. went

190. but

191. but

192. there to be
193. will

194. latter

195. but

196. unless

197. But for

198. there to be
199. beside

200. were

201. had remembered
202. there to be
203. admiring

204. be living

205. have mistaken
206. can’t

207. should
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208. unless
209. there to be
210. would

211. need not

212. Never do
213. must have
214. he had last seen
215. frightened
216. her age

217. before

218. like

219. more

220. either

221. may

222. the Congo, The Hague
223. strange, will have finished
224. As, would
225. When, about
226. had not

227. as usual

228. first, would
229. between

230. was born
231. borrowed
232. has often lent
233. attacked

234. hum

235. had written
236. would, all
237. had spent
238. as old as

239 was

240. told

241. paid

242. highest
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246.
247.
248.
249.
250.
251.
252.
253.
254.
255.
256.
257.
258.
259.
260.
261.
262.
263.
264.
265.
266.
267.
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remind, remember, they

sometimes, some time
to have had

to have been painting, were
which

would rather
passers-by

months’
seventy-seven-year-old
ten-year-olds, caught
several years’

had purchased
kilometres’
forty-four, had lost
had been told, teens
thirties, to live

need not

had ever been

would tell, newly
will wake, six

would fall, would be
would bring, had
were

ago, since, for

all, studying

had not been

had, until

would, anybody
better, rather

must

clothes, cloth

had not swallowed
have explained to
told, during
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278. won, make a, gained

279. have killed, may

280. had been, big enough
281. little, few, a few

282. few, done, the same

283. would be, would be, hard
284. hardly, harder

285. rose, raised, arose

286. whether, would sing, rose
287. rose, has been working, has finished
288. lying, lay

289. be flying, which

290. hanged, hung

291. had he stepped, eloped
292. had the ant, stole

293. had

294, have told

295. deeper and deeper

296. there lived, as, had not
297. had the vixen, would

298. had

299. Had I imagined, was

300. had known, was

C ONTEMPORARY

L ITERATURE P RESS

http://editura.mttlc.ro
The University of Bucharest. 2015



Metoda Lidia Vianu
Smile and Learn! Lidia Vianu

invifati regulile. Student la Engleza
Inviati inteligent.

2. Present

. is often called

. Prince Charming, being

. to be talking

. is being, there is

. does the leopard always drink
. short story, can

.in order to, has already

. alive, makes

O 0 NI O U1 = W N -

. makes

10. needs, determined

11. him to rest, slept in

12. is being told, is being sent for

13. amount to, divided into

14. is being

15. At, likely

16. haired, told

17. operated on, being waited for
18. are being built, changes, week
19. sent

20. is being investigated
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3. Past Tense

1. doing, he was

2. the garage charged, taking, makes

3. charged, would make, did, would invariably deny
4. lost, occurred, their, made

5. Whom, was

6. was going to, kept, heard

7. was just asking, had cleaned, would need, lay
8. reminded her, were waiting

9. paid, ever took

10. they both felt, for each other, clouded, anyone
11. clouded, would, since, late

12. was asked, to, slept in, was just being

13. the Dane was, in front of, he was not invited
14. the camera was, was being, was

15. knew, for

16. waited for, any, had

17. with, commented on, was always being

18. was being, had been, to be

19. jobs were, was being, would

20. was, mocked at, to be, last
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4. Present Perfect

1. has just arrived, The Hague, has just come, makes
2. How long, did he start, has he been, have been
3. has not yet come, came, for

4. he bumped, keeps, speeding

5. has been nodding, has disguised

6. Ever since, shaking, came

7. you have, since, has beckoned

8. since, told, for for

9. had, debating

10. has ever come, has been living, was

11. eighty-five-year-old, has been, for, raised

12. has been, ever since, would spend, actually

13. has lately been spending, Sundays, now, has been
14. between, came, have been, will both stand, last,
15. has never, would rather, had been

16. has been painted, lest, anything

17. has been yelling, have been feeding, the coward will
18. has been, was given, has been, has been

19. an appointment, has been waiting

20. been promised, been told

21. had been cleaning, has already been

22. has, has been

23. has just been shown, persuade, took

24. has just turned, has never given, won

25. has just entered, has just been, have been

26. slept in, had been, has not happened

27. How long, the other

28. has been

29. had been, decided, had been

30. For, has found, into, has, ever since, years’

31. has, has been, has been, anyone

32. built, has been, has confined
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33. has, all, has, ordered

34. was, has, dozens, has been

35. Has, has, been found

36. has never, has been, has also been

37. spent, has been dreaming, has been told
38. complained, has not yet found

39. converted, has visited, so far, has been
40. has been, began
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5. Past Perfect

1. had been hiding, had been, had

2. had never seen, lived

3. had always been, to, had been living

4. was, to count, had, next

5. told, the others had known

6. had been, had been, for for, missing

7. oldest, before, had never been

8. whose, had been, had been, on

9. received, had forgotten, might

10. had always been, pig, had heard

11. unless, posted, had been

12. had been, had, overnight

13. for, went, would

14. had been, thrown, had

15. had decided, had, had had, had been

16. half an hour, they had, they would

17. he had, he had, he thought, would be

18. a quarter of an hour, had known, had been
19. an hour and a half, had had, were still working
20. had cut, was, had been, sight, into

21. when he would

22. who, whose, of drowning

23. had been, had been, had been advised, was, would
24. owl had been, does it amaze

25. had been, the beads dated

26. that, had used, had stolen

27. had stolen, had been eating

28. had been, told

29. had studied, had been, had ever been

30. had the snail arrived, he had, had managed
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6. Future

. will grow, will take

. sets, she will tell, the fly will

. would, will never talk, four-hour

. would, came, would eat

. has been studying, will be staying, will
. flies, will be, makes, will be, tells

NN O U LN -

.is, will, to be, served

8. will, announces, will

9. has been, has let, from taking, to die

10. finishes, yesterday’s, would be

11. will have died, decides, has just been, would
12. realizes, last, admits, differed

13. from, would, would differ, would always be
14. he would, would ever take, will have grown, marries
15. will be, will be granted, buy

16. would have, is, will have, has just

17. will be, falls

18. is, five million, will have been

19. will, has been

20. anyone, or, will go

21. will the camel tell, will pay

22. has been, will have vanished

23. will have shaved, will

24. had been, would, lived

25. would be, would operate

26. realizes, any, which

27. would have, wanted, had

28. will never discourage, from having, won’t
29. would, had not made, would be

30. would hire, was
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7. Conditional

1. told, have been

2. had not sunk

3. would have been disembarked, would be

4. would, would wake, would soon wake, had better
5. had been trying, had he, had not, their

6. had, would be missing

7. would be starving, would not be, smart enough
8. had told, was, any

9. had been

10. had lost

11. would be teaching, at least

12. would have, would still be, shown

13. would have, if, had

14. had been, would she have, had had

15. would, had not been

16. would have, wouldn’t it

17. would be, will, as

18. he would, had

19. villagers’, had not drowned, have been able to
20. five-hundred-dollar, hanged, wouldn’t he

21. had not been, would not have needed

22. elder, she would, seventy-year-old

23. had, was

24. Spaniard, would

25. had studied

26. were, of

27. be working, had, had shipped

28. had, had been, had

29. from studying, would have, was, prevented
30. do, would you have, had known, would kill
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8. The Subjunctive

. should

. told

. should

. should be, saw
. should

was, should

have believed, would, was
the latter, tell

should, would be, would be
should, turned

had, should

might

enters, is being mocked at
were, had

Pole, had

would, was

should, had

did, had taken

were, had slaughtered

had not been, would visit
was, had

would, should

were, should

were, had not

should, will not go, has been
had not been, had been

did, would, went

drew, himself, darker and darker
he had, went, would, arrived
stopped, rise, could

. had not rejected, lived, would live
. had gone
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Frenchman, had not, were

had

either, had

the chimpanzee wishes, his wife so often tells
might, had

may, had never

may, had never, swim

may, started
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9. Modal Verbs
1. shall
2.Shall ], to
3. should, made
4. should, the British
5. should, had been
6. should, would be, found
7. should, there is
8. should
9. should, should
10. his wife should, he should, should, could
11. could

12. may, would, would
13. will you, would

14. will, would

15. will, must

16. will

17. will, has

18. had better, would
19. could

20. would

21. must, can’t

22. could

23. would

24. must, might, may
25. must

26. must, may

27. must, they were

28. would have had to, must
29. the Scot is to, keep
30. was to, must

31. was to, should

32. were to, will, has seen
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36
37

38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44.
45.
46.
47.
48.
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50.
51.
52.
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55.
56.
57.
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. will, can’t, had, has been
.can’t

Can

.can’t, was to

. has not been able to

will never be able to, raise
could, had

could, could

had not, could, needed, awake
could, had had to

may, must, be able to

may, should

must, had laid, thousand and one
could, would be, was

might, latter, had

need, had been

need, might, had not paid
needed, starve, needn’t have
needn’t have, must, lived
must

had better, be able to

had better, must, might

was to, had better, had been
can’t, would, which

must, has been, can’t

must, can’t

does not need, should, has been

should, might, would come, four-hour
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10. Direct and Indirect Questions

1. he had

2. be able, has murdered, had not collided
3. had been

4. she would

5. she had

6. did Alice say, he had emigrated

7. he would, he would

8. he would, had asked, the Chinese liked
9. were the two boys

10. he would be, he would, could

11. found

12. explain

13. the composer asked, would have studied, had found
14. she had

15. had finished, would, would receive
16. they would, would

17. he was

18. will the swan, her family is, might

19. he finds, has been

20. you would buy, would need

21. you would, were, you were, you left
22. The Hague, the Congo, he would

23. his son had, should have

24. would, was, would ever have married
25. the Sahara, she would

26. had not

27. had, you expected

28. would have, it was, had

29. they would, they would

30. there to be, their home was, they did not
31. you would, offered

32. to be, may, has
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33. the whale was, the Black Sea was, she could

34. be divided into

35. she had, a prince would, the word “curse” meant

36. but, his honey is

37. had been, the skeleton was, it would, had been hidden

38. he is, he will

39. had been, had

40. Has the seagull who flies across the Mediterranean daily ever come
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11. The Noun

1. pairs of velvet trousers, sew

NN O U DN

. suits of clothes, which, herself

. to be seen, pair of shorts

. was, would not have chosen, pairs of sunglasses
. were, them

. compasses, had not, would, has been

. were, a pair of, slept in, weigh

8. were, the snob would be, hired

9. had the sociologist, them, pairs of binoculars

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.

had the camel, tongs, would by no means expose
No sooner had Pinocchio, than, them
had hidden, they

had hardly, them

than, thirteen pairs of
them, had been

should, poorer and poorer
have had, there is

have been

was

was, would have returned
was, was

was, it

will have, commits, should
knew, was

had never, was

had, was

three items of news, fell
would be, overalls

had been, they

had fallen, cook
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12. Infinitival Constructions

. to be

. to be

. to approach

. to know

. to be, to understand

. to have left, gone

. to have been looking, occurred, would fall
. to marry

to be, to take

to have been

to have forgotten

to look

to be

to fall, to meet

to have been sent

to be, take

to have won, had told, fall
to have been inhabiting, has now lasted
to have realized, has had
to be, will, her keys are
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13. Revision

1. falls, has

2. had known, would never be

3. has done, may, learns, might

4. had been told, were

5. slept in, would be, was

6. the widow had, washed, would

7. was given

8. returned, he would

9. to be cut off

10. would help, had, could

11. would be, became, think of

12. was, wanted, were

13. would have, have, be able to

14. are being built, would, had

15. told, had never seen

16. had, wouldn’t she

17. was just having, had been living, born
18. would the hunter have, had come
19. would, had not yet

20. had not, could not, would not, smile
21. collided, asked

22. may, to whimper, would, was, would have, wanted
23. agreed, find, had, to spend

24. would have, had, which, had been
25. would be, did not ask, will resign, happens
26. must, had

27. would, got, agreed, would, it

28. to have given, had not

29. finds

30. is, have

31. had never

32. had worked, had had, appointments

C ONTEMPORARY

L ITERATURE P RESS

http://editura.mttlc.ro
The University of Bucharest. 2015



33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50

51.
52.
53.
54.
55.
56.
57.
58.
59.
60.

61

62.
63.
64.
65.
66.

67

Metoda Lidia Vianu

Smile and Learn! Lidia Vianu
Inviafi regulile. Student la Engleza

Invifai inteligent.

. need not, had eloped

. she should, had, could

. had, wanted, could

. would go, had

. he was, he was, hers

. the milk is, will

. has just asked, he was, dwarfs’
. had been, would turn, came

. had been, which, born

. had, to each other

. fish, has been

. were, has just flown, has been
. has the whale been, would, such
. had, has she lost

. would, has been living, can

. has been, could, had

. has never forgotten, would have, had had, would have

. Never had the mink, was turned, would
was the adder, was being, that, should
was being, every, had packed, the Congo
upper, stealing, dice

should, might

who the captain was, the better

there lived, had not

she had, she had, would have come
should, to steal

would be, found

meets, knew

. had, promised, sent

Vietnamese, turned, would use, were not
had, use, would rather

have, might, had been, himself had been
need, had been, a thousand and one, Arabic
would rather, had, might, each other

. had, be left, has not been, have been
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68. would like, would thank, Arabian

69. would rather, had told, his parents were, he was, would ever tell
70. the Spaniard would, had become, had been offered, came, Spaniard
71. takes, will get, runs

72. would return, he would, feel

73. he had, should, might be

74. she would, she answered, would bring, was

75. had had, had been, would go, were

76. might, had walked, would, would

77. they would, to get, confessed, IOU’s

78. have made, should

79. 1 was, would cross, began

80. had, have known, be waiting, off

Ve svaln valaiee.
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14. Final Tests
14.1. The Noun

. was, would now be
is

is

. from, was

T W N e

. was
6. it, had had

7. was, Arabic

8. lice and mice

9. sell, series

10. sewn, them, a pair of shorts
11. them

12. had not shot

13. were, them

14. two pairs of scissors, has never been
15. were, they, was

16. Chinese

17. Swiss

18. Dane

19. Arab, Arabian, Arabic, can
20. would, saw

21. had spilled

22. had been, ashes

23. were, they, them

24. Binoculars, would get

25. them

26. were, gave, them, was

27. should do, them, utmost
28. them, them

29. have

30. did not
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. half her, them

wore, them, has been
might

were, would ride

them

they

was reported, them

said

were

have, him, would cure
were being

was

whose, hastily, playwright, they
were, has got, those

. whether, soles, would try
. fireworks

. much less, to be

. were

. was, it

has

. finally, have

were, would often mock
Oats are, leave

was

were

would have

them, has been telling, is, live
were, would

. all over

. compasses

Lidia Vianu
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14.2. The Subjunctive

. should be, he would be
. should confess

. should, might

. should abstain

Q1 & W N -

. may, outer

6. were

7. did

8. went

9. had not

10. had not behaved
11. had not become
12. were, has been
13. and

14. live

15. be

16. May

17.1is

18. were, was

19. will, to pay

20. May you

21. may, had to

22. should

23. should

24. should, wanted
25. should, went

26. should

27. the prompter was
28. should

29. menaced, went, was
30. had been, had to
31. had never

32. listened to, bordered, had
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had, on, wanted

were, would both go
stopped, went

would call, made it
changed, should

had

charged

should, two hundred
was, should

might, would flirt
should

might, went

he would move, made
would have survived, had first gone
had, retired, would write
might

may

might, should

Lidia Vianu
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C ONTEMPORARY

L ITERATURE P RESS

http://editura.mttlc.ro
The University of Bucharest. 2015

312



Metoda Lidia Vianu
Smile and Learn! Lidia Vianu

invifati regulile. Student la Engleza
Inviati inteligent.

14.3. Modal Verbs

1. found, flew

2.

should

3. will

4.

should, may

5. will
6. must

7. must
8.1s

9.

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.

26
27

28.
29.
30.
31.
32.

are not

need, might
ought not to, must
could, had wanted to
can’t, must
might

may, must
must
should
cannot
should

may

must

may
needn’t
should, may
would

. had had

. would

must

must, may
can

may, can’t
was able to
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must

May

may, would

he should

have had, will
had better

had better not
must, was not to
must

should, need not
would

need

can’t

must

Can

had better
would rather, had better
must

e e N
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14.4. Romanian Tenses in English

1. had the captain seen, had been, had not been

2. they want
3. is now

4. will bite
5. Can

6. shall, lay
7. Can

8. Shall

9. Shall

10. shall

11. shall

12. will

13. to eat

14. should
15. Should
16. Had

17. chew

18. lived

19. had been
20. should
21. will

22. may
23.So

24. should
25. must, ago
26. shall

27. will

28. must

29. must
30.must

31. Can

32. had known
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believe, tells

Can

wanted, must

sew, if, refused
There was no one, steal
had not left

had not

had taken

might

had never

said, unless

can’t

scared

may

Can, could

should
eighty-five-year-old
have been, had been

Lidia Vianu
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14.5. Vocabulary Practice I

.ride

. driven, had

. had

had

. had not been

. on, they both set
.rode

. scuttle

O 0NN U R WP

who

—_
e

. remember

—_
—_

. five-pound notes

—_
N

. has been

—
W

. Speedy
. the other

. play
. might

T G
N O O W=

. while

—_
Qo

. a hair

—_
\O

. telling

N
o

.long-legged
.lightly
. had happened

N NN
W N -

.along

N
=

. keep

N
Q1

. waist-deep

N
(o)

. clean

N
N

. follies

N
o

. a shame

N
\O

. would teach

|68}
e}

. away
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14.6. Vocabulary Practice II

. turn-up

. is being

. attorney general’s
. breast

. should

.along

. lightly

. was covered

9. him to have

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.

24
25
26
27
28
29
30

ramble, quite
apart

would

seats

While

lest

s0, hastily
across

skiing, had been, other
waist, could
stiff, dry

out of, toes
had

while

. had stumbled
. trembling

. tore, slapped
. quick enough
. bounce

. had been, would be
. before

C ONTEMPORARY

L ITERATURE P RESS

http://editura.mttlc.ro
The University of Bucharest. 2015

318



Metoda Lidia Vianu

Smile and Learn! Lidia Vianu
Inviafi regulile. Student la Engleza

Inviati inteligent.

14.7. Infinitive, —ing

1. telling

2. If

3. examining, not to, came

4. to believe, there

5. to know, had

6. would manage, had been

7. to be

8. to be, them all

9. to be, to hide, taking

10. to be, he was

11. have, would

12. to have been

13. sunstroke, to have been

14. to have been, on him

15. to have suffered, with, they
16. to sell, wise enough, for

17. steal, brought

18. licking, china

19. sell, searching

20. look, rubbing

21. know, would

22. menacing, would, arrived, waiting
23. thinking, has not eaten

24. to sweep

25. running, seconds’, although
26. has eaten, changes, to give, fail
27. being, bring, eat

28. gives, either alive again

29. had been, had been locked in
30. to blame, had known, to be
31. giving, was, was

32. would
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to live, bought, if
marries, be

to cook, would be

to be, should

to find, for

before, was

to know

to have eaten, they both
returns, leave

to have noticed, than, had been
had eaten

to learn, tasted

to have counted

to buy, chasing

Eating

see

reading

to eat

Lidia Vianu
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14.8. Vocabulary Practice III

have

JIf, at

. straight, expected, heard
.can’t, had seen

. shot, unless

. should

all along, biting, both his lips
first, blow

would have to have

. had whispered

neck, clapping

walking

had patted

while

making

upright, started

should, had been

did, had better

as, should, had been practising
should, can’t

need not, had been

had, have been, would |
their, have prevented

have been, would

may, had been, not being
would be, reminded, to leave
. had not

. were

. had bitten

. he had
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Vocabulary and grammar revision

1.in
2. can’t, must

3. wore, lay

14.9. The Dwarf

4. had not been, would be, was

5. had never seen

6. paid, might

7.can’t

8. heels, would turn

9. kin, was

10. turn, should, on
11. should

12. whom, had, should
13. did, had, did

14. could, hairs

15. her, always cracks, could
16. might, dwarf’s

17. chest

18. bosom, as

19. had had, can

20. ever after

C ONTEMPORARY

L ITERATURE P RESS

http://editura.mttlc.ro
The University of Bucharest. 2015

322



323

Metoda Lidia Vianu
Smile and Learn! Lidia Vianu

Invitati regulile. Student la Englezé
Inviati inteligent.

14.10. Imaginary Letter
Vocabulary and grammar revision

1. had left, had better

2. myself, might

3. might, was

4. had been, can’t

5. had been

6. needn’t

7. hung

8. had been, must, can’t
9. may, ours, would

10. had begun
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